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Initiatives 
Canadian participants inspired, 

deeply touched by Encuentro 

of the Americas. 
Fusagasuga, Colombia--Candlelight 

flickered gently beside vibrantly coloured 

national flags in the closing ceremonies of 

the Encuentro de las Americas (February 

14-19) as 77 participants representing 19 

countries took leave of one another and 

reaffirmed their commitment to the spirit and goals of IofC in the Americas. A truly 

extraordinary gathering had come to a close. 

The seven Canadian delegates came away inspired, deeply touched and filled with 

gratitude to the organizers, supporters and funders who made it all possible. Here is a brief 

summary of their comments: 

Being in Colombia again, it’s wonderful to see the growth and change. Latin America has a 

unique way of living the truths of IofC and the rest of the IofC family has much to learn from 

them. Lorne Braun, Vancouver, Member of the International Council of IofC 

 

I found this occasion refreshing and encouraging. “Pioneers” in their late 80s, such as Elsa 

Vogel and Luis Puig, who have often been to Canada, shared deeply in Colombia and 

touched many of the younger generations. There is a future for IofC and for the daring 

initiatives in communities taken on in faith and with determination. 

       Laurent Gagnon, Montreal 

The links woven were intense and portended an extension of the Americas meeting through 

the heart and convergences of actions. Despite the huge distances, it was agreed to pursue 

the intergeneration dialogue and to work in solidarity in our respective regions. The main 

tool will be the new documentary Beyond Forgiving. Lise Gagnon, Montreal 

 

I am very humbled and grateful for the opportunity to experience this intimate experience. 

What was truly incredible was the storytelling and the passing down of wisdom and 

knowledge of the elders from all over the world. Coming back with restored faith and 
commitment to IofC is a gift I cherish. Melanie Klein, Oakville, Ont. 

 

I am deeply grateful to our Latin American hosts for their thoughtful hospitality, genuine 

warmth and superb organizing skills. I came away firmly resolved to nurture the spirit of 

IofC in the community of the Americas by working with old and new friends there on some 

concrete projects including the promotion of the film Beyond Forgiving as a catalyst for 

reconciliation. Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

I was touched by the presentation skills of IofC teams from different countries, especially 

Gente Que Avanza (an organization that works with IofC in Latin America) representatives. 

I found the times of informal exchanges, sharing in small groups and of prayer for concrete 

causes most fruitful. Two evenings of free dancing helped us to connect at another, more 

spontaneous and creative level. The event reinforced my faith in prayer and in quiet time of 

listening to start the day in an inspired way. Elizabeth Slanke, Montreal 

 

 What I have heard and learned can be exposed to native communities across Canada. 

First, non-natives have to look into their hearts and see the true values of Native Spirituality, 

especially our Grandfathers’ seven teachings: Honesty, Truth, Humility, Love, Wisdom, 

Courage, and Respect, while living the four values of IofC, Love, Unselfishness, Honesty 

and Purity. Ron Meetoos, Montreal 

Editor’s message 

 
Dear Readers, 

May 10, 2014 is a special day for 

IofC Canada. Seventy years ago,The 

Oxford Group (Moral Re-Armament) 

as it was then known became 

incorporated in Canada. 

In celebration of this ‘birthday’, let us 

take a walk down memory lane, 

pause at certain milestones and 

honour those pioneers who have 

given years of dedicated service to 

the movement in Canada. 

It is,of course, impossible to write a 

complete history in this space but 

here are a few points: 

Ten years before incorporation, 

Chief Walking Buffalo of the 

Nakoda Nation in Alberta made MRA 

founder Frank Buchman a blood 

brother, creating a remarkable 

friendship with Canada’s First 

Nations peoples. 

In 1964, Peter Howard, MRA’s world 

leader since Buchman’s death, told 

students in Montreal that a “nation at 

peace within itself can bring peace to 

humanity.” 

In 1974, the MRA Centre for Canada 

l was opened in Montreal with 

Richard and Rosalind Weeks as 

hosts.  Later,Diane Paré, Lise and 

Laurent Gagnon and Francine 

Gagnon joined them. 

IofC’s long record of serving the 

needs of this country includes work in 

industrial relations, bridging the 

divide between Aboriginals and other 

Canadians, and creating interfaith 

harmony. 

As we ponder the next 30 years let 

us remember tha, despite inevitable 

changes, the essential philosophy of 

IofC remains the same-- that 

personal change can lead to national 

and global change. 

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

 

 Presenting Canada’s report  Alline Serpa photo 

 



 

 

 

Calgary university interns collaborate with IofC on trustbuilding 

workshop, peace circle 
 

Calgary, March 2014—Months of preparation under the guidance of Janyce Konkin, IofC’s  

Regional Projects Coordinator in Alberta culminated in  a trustbuilding workshop and a 

women’s peace circle organized and led by student interns from the University of Calgary’s 

Community Service Learning Project. This program finds community partners willing to provide 

practical experience for these students to complement their course on “Critical Perspectives on 

Development Practice and Research.” 

 

Four student worked on the trustbuilding workshop held on Friday, March 7 and Saturday, 

March 8.They worked hard throughout January and February, researching the topic by reading 

Rob Corcoran’s book on trustbuilding and other IofC literature. They secured a location, drew up advertising flyers, found food 

donations, and took care of the numerous other details to make this workshop successful.   

 

Twenty participants gathered Friday March 7 night to watch the filmThe Imam and The Pastor followed by a lively dialogue.  Saturday 

was an intense commitment to the numerous activities that comprise the workshop. These were recorded through the use of a 

technique called “graphic recording” by a volunteer assistant Firyal Mohamed.  In addition to Firyal, Janyce was  assisted by Kal 

Workneh, another long-time volunteer assistant at trustbuilding workshops.  

 

 Workshop participants commented that they most enjoyed learning: the importance of reflection; interacting with people from all walks, 

worldviews and cultures; the opportunities to share their views without being judged; learning about the importance of listening; and 

how all people can be agents of change in every situation. 

The four students worked on their final report which they later presented to their  

development studies class. 

 

Another intern group works on women’s peace circle 

 A dynamic group of women gathered from Friday, March 14 to Sunday, March 16 to 

participate in a second intern group’s Women’s Peace Circle.   Organized by interns Alainhy 

Moreno, Jackie Zvanciuk, Heather Lee and Elise Buzzell, this peace circle was co-facilitated 

by Janyce Konkin and Judy Parker. Feedback from the 15 participants revealed that overall 

they felt very comfortable in sharing their stories and perspectives. 

The Sunday session included the new IofC documentary Beyond Forgiving which deeply 

touched the participants. By the end of the weekend participants felt more in tune with their 

inner peacemaking capabilities and had a greater sense of community, empowerment, and 

inspiration.They reported feeling transformed, having gained a greater understanding of what 

peace truly is, their personal role in building peace and sensed a heightened hope in 

humanity. 

Janyce Konkin commented that she was looking forward to  the final reports from the two intern groups with some potentially unique 

suggestions on ways to improve the programs to reach and inspire more people. “This is a very exciting process that is helping us to 

reconnect with university age youth,” she says enthusiastically. 

 Based on a report from Janyce Konkin, Calgary 

 

Quebec City team welcomes Council member from Montreal 

Quebec City, March 11, 12—Fulfilling a long-held wish of Lucie Pagé, Regional 
Coordinator in Quebec City, and of  Elizabeth Slanke a Montreal-based member of 
IofC’s Council of Management, three members of the Montreal team travelled to 
Quebec City and participated in the meeting there on March 11.They were Elizabeth, 
her husband Ron Meetoos, a member of the Cree Nation of Saskatchewan and an 
active member of the Circles of Trust in Montreal as well as of the Voices of Silence 
presentation, and Laurent Gagnon. 

The agenda included a time of sharing on the book Dynamic out of Silence and 
preparations for the public activity scheduled for April 8.  Lucie saluted Ron’s musical 
input on the flute before the meeting and said that it contributed to the atmosphere of 
serenity and the quality of the welcome. 

“Ron and I were moved by the generous welcome of the team,” said Elizabeth.“The 

Ron Meetoos, Laurent Gagnon, Elizabeth Slanke of 

Montreal (back row) with Claudette Dumont, Gisèle 

Beland, Lucie Pagé of Quebec City (front row) 

 Student interns Jared Clark, Ashley Muller, 

Linda Akoakem, Lisa Fornalik work on 

trustbuilding 

Coordinators Judy Parker(extreme left)  and 

Janyce Konkin (extreme right)  with students 

Alianhy Moreno, Jackie Zvanciuk,Heather Lee, 

Elise Buzzell 



 

 

reflections on the book were very deep and well prepared. We also appreciated the diversity of experiences of the members and the 
respect of this reality.” 

The guests took the opportunity to invite their hosts to one of the Montreal Circles of Dialogue that takes place in their home. 

On March 12, thanks to the initiative of Sister Claudette Dumont, a member of the team, the documentary The Imam and the Pastor 
was presented at the Centre de spiritualité Manrèse. This film was selected by the Centre as part of a series called Ciné-spiritualité. 

Thirty people enthusiasticallyappreciated the strong advocacy for peace of the two former enemies in the film. 

 Pastor Samuel Vauvert Dansokho commented: “To see this film in a room filled with brothers and sisters united in the same spirit of 
justice, peace, love and reconciliation was a moving experience for me, a Senegalese pastor of the United Church. More than ever, the 
quest remains how to -–voluntarily and graciously--make space for the Other.” 

Lucie Pagé, Quebec City, Laurent Gagnon, Montreal 

New volunteer in Ottawa attracted by IofC’s peace focus 
 

Ottawa, March 19--The ‘guardian angels’ of IofC Canada’s website can take heart. It does reach the wider public through keywords 

such as ‘charitable organizations’ and ‘NGOs.’ At least it did in the case of Dzifa (pronounced Jeefah) Dravi, IofC’s newest volunteer in 

Ottawa. 

Dzifa, 26, has recently completed her Bachelor’s degree in International Development at Carleton University and was searching for 

avenues in which to pursue her passion for peacebuilding, human rights and conflict resolution when she came across IofC Canada’s 

website. 

 

“I liked IofC’s focus on peacebuilding,” she says. She sent out a few e-mails to various 

organizations inquiring about opportunities for volunteer work. Viola Sebehana, IofC’s 

new Ottawa office administrator was the first to respond, so Dzifa now volunteers 

regularly twice a week in between her paid part-time jobs. Besides helping Elaine 

Gordon with her archival research  work, she is ready to pitch in and do whatever else 

is necessary, including organizing a fundraising event in the future. 

 

Dzifa was born in Rome, Italy where her father was a diplomat. Of Togolese origin,  

she speaks fluent French and English. She lived in Italy, Ghana and Togo before her 

family emigrated to Canada in 2005.” She’s a wonderful volunteer, and is really excited 

about IofC Canada’s history,” says Elaine. 

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

Beyond Forgiving film gets enthusiastic reception at Western Canada premiere 
 Vancouver, January 25, 2014--The award-winning film Beyond Forgiving directed by IofC UK’s Imad Karam had its Western Canadian 

premiere during the film festival at Missions Fest, at the Convention Centre here.  

 

Introduced by Chris Hartnell, Manager of Initiatives of Change film and video distribution in North America, the documentary --set in 

South Africa--depicts the story of Ginn and Letlapa who were on opposing sides of the Apartheid divide, but gradually built up a 

friendship through the power of forgiveness. 

 

Krystal Renschler, a graduate student of Peace and Conflict Studies was one of nearly 250 people who saw the film and commented:  

"I've been chatting about the film to friends. I really appreciated how the film introduced us to each character and gave us a picture of 

who they were before getting into the hard parts of the story. 

The film encouraged me as the viewer to consider where I am harbouring lack of forgiveness in my own life, and how much of the story 

of the other I may be missing. It was a privilege to be there for the viewing. Powerful stuff!" 

 

During the weekend Chris, as a member of this year’s film festival committee, had opportunities to meet and network with a number of 

the filmmakers. Some are looking at possible ways for partnering to 

enlist and train future filmmakers.  

One highlight of the festival was a showcase of First Nations films. 

This was a natural follow up to the Truth and Reconciliation hearings 

held in Vancouver in the fall of 2013.   

Chris Hartnell, Vancouver 

 

 Dzifa Dravi is happy she found IofC 



 

 

Exciting opportunity for volunteers to work on fall 

conference in Calgary 
Plans are now underway for a fall conference in Calgary aimed at encouraging 

people to recognize the connections between personal life meaning and 

personal life purpose. The conference will be titled:  "Creating Authentic 

Connections: The Journey to Inner Peace and Action."   

 

The conference is set for  October 3 and 4, 2014.  Friday evening with begin 

with a gala dinner and a keynote speaker--as yet to be determined.  Saturday, 

October 4 will provide workshops for 100 participants.  Morning workshops are 

centred on the theme of “Creativity and Leading from the Centre”, while 

afternoon ones fall under the theme “Building Community from the Inside Out.”  

Details are still being worked out, but venues have been secured.  

 

Janyce Konkin, IofC’s Regional Projects Coordinator in Alberta is looking for 

more volunteers to take on the many tasks in the upcoming months, including 

approaching donors, sponsors and partners, marketing, promotion, and 

securing speakers.  If you would like to be involved in this exciting venture, 

please contact Janyce at the Calgary office at 403-270-0975.  Meanwhile, 

watch for more details on www.ca.iofc.org.   

 

       

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Ottawa 

June 14 weekend  

AGM of IofC Association Canada 

Edmonton 

May 1-4 

Janyce Konkin and Jack Freebury have been invited to 

present a workshop based on the film The Imam and the 

Pastor and lead a discussion at the World Parliament of 

Religions conference at the University of Edmonton campus. 

Calgary 

October 3, 4 

Creating Authentic Connections: The Journey to Inner Peace 

and Action conference. A strong 10-member committee is 

working diligently on the planning. Watch for updates on 

website and in future newsletters. 

Initiatives of Change  

In Canada, IofC is officially registered as a charitable 

organization under the name Initiatives of Change Association 

Canada. Donations are tax deductible. For more information 

and to donate online visit www.ca.iofc.org 

By mail send a cheque payable to: Initiatives of Change, The 

Treasurer, Suite 105-261 Cooper St., Ottawa ON K2P 0G3 

Canadian Initiatives is published four times a year by 

Initiatives of Change Canada. To subscribe, e-mail 

admin@ca.iofc.org 

To submit articles and pictures, e-mail 

susan.korah@sympatico.ca. The deadline for the next edition 

is June 30, 2014. 

For more information contact the national office or 

visit www.ca.iofc.org 
  

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada) • Association Initiatives et Changement (Canada) 

Suite 105-261 Cooper Street, Ottawa ON K2P 0G3. Tel:613.230.7197. E-mail: info@ca.iofc.org 

 

Initiatives of Change 

Association (Canada) to hold 

AGM in Ottawa June 14, 2014. 
In view of the important historical events 

highlighted in the editor’s message, it is 

perhaps fitting that 2014 also marks a new 

departure, as we file for continuance as a 

non-profit organization and restate and 

reaffirm our charitable purpose. 

 

This year’s AGM, taking place in Ottawa 

on Saturday, June 14, will provide an 

opportunity to celebrate the past and set 

a new course for the future. 

 

For more details, please e-mail the office at 

admin@ca.iofc.org 

The official meeting notice and other 

related documents will be sent all 

association members in due course. 

Richard Weeks, Ottawa 

Global Assembly invites two delegates 
This year’s Global Assembly meeting will be held in Caux 

from July 18 to July 20. 

The preparation team has requested each Member body to 

send two delegates if possible. “The agenda will be a mix of 

business items of particular concern to Member boards, 

and more general Iof C content and planning,” writes 

Edward Peters, a member of the team. 

 For more information write to Edward Peters at 

ga@iofc.org 
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