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Members pull together to hold productive AGM 
 
Ottawa, June 14--Twenty two members of IofC Canada from Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and 
British Columbia, along with 22 proxies pulled together at the AGM and made a number of 
decisions including the re-election of current Council members. 
 
Most important needs: people and sustainability 
This year’s AGM, which marked the 70th anniversary of IofC Canada’s incorporation as an 
association was in many ways another historical milestone. Seventy years ago, IofC, then 
known as MRA (Moral Re-Armament) used Pull Together Canada, a wartime patriotic revue 
as its main outreach vehicle.  
 
Today, as discussions in the sharing circle at the AGM suggested, the need to pull together 
is as strong as ever. ‘People’ and ‘sustainability’ were key words grounding the 
conversation which was preceded by a smudging ceremony conducted by Ron Meetoos. 
 
 “Since mid -2012 the aim has been to put ourselves on an even keel, sustainable at least in 
the short term and providing a viable base from which new initiatives could be developed,” 
said Richard Weeks, Chair of the Council of Management. 
 
Finances: Need to raise funds to offset drop in contributions 
Treasurer Bill Parker noted that many economies had been made in 2013 through drastic 
cuts in field staff and by moving to a smaller office but expressed concern at the large drop 
in contributions from 2012 to 2013. 
 
He emphasized the need to pull together financially since our current resources cannot last 
forever without additional funds. 
 
Stan and Mina King, pioneers of IofC Canada honoured at celebration 
Dinner on Saturday evening was a time for celebration. Stan and Mina King 
were in attendance and were honoured as pioneers. It was noted that their 
parents had been at the heart of early developments in the work in Canada. 
 
 
 

Editor’s message 

 
“IofC is not a typical NGO-- our 
product is ideas,” wrote a note-taker 
at the June AGM in Ottawa. The 
author of that line has a salient point. 
IofC is indeed a garden where ideas 
take root and blossom. Ideas 
transmitted in words through the 
books of Frank Buchman; through 
songs and music as in the patriotic 
revue Pull Together Canada; and 
more recently through words and 
images in powerful films such as 
Beyond Forgiving. 
 
But IofC’s ideas are not ends in 
themselves. They move us to tears 
sometimes, as when a story of 
wartime trauma and forgiveness is 
shared,--but more often to action that 
effects positive change in individuals, 
communities, nations and indeed the  
whole world. 
 
Two examples come to mind.  Last 
May, recalling the fourth anniversary 
of her departure from Canada, Iman-
al-Ghafari of Damascus, Syria, wrote 
that it was in Canada that she met 
IofC and absorbed such great ideas 
and values—ideas that eventually led 
her to take on the role of peacemaker 
in her war-shattered land. 
 
Closer to home, John Bocock made 
peace with his own family members 
after learning the ideas of IofC, and 
then went on to support the Farmer’s 
Dialogue initiative. 
 
IofC Canada has much to give to the 
world. So let us be generous and 
give to IofC. To make a donation, 
please see instructions at the end of 
the past page. 
 
Susan Korah, Ottawa 

Re‐elected Council members Richard Weeks, Bill Parker, Elizabeth Slanke, Augustino 

Lucano and Richard Batsiduka ponder the future of IofC 



 

All Council members re-elected 
 Ottawa, June 14, 2014--IofC Canada will continue forward with the same Council of Management at the helm.  
 
 All five members have one or two more years left in their three-year terms and all were re-elected at this year’s AGM. They are Richard 
Weeks (Chair), Augustino Lucano(Vice Chair), Bill Parker (Treasurer), Elizabeth Slanke (Secretary) and Richard Batsiduka (Director). 
 
Anne Hartnell was confirmed in her position as Chair of the Nominations Committee, to be assisted by Laurent Gagnon. 
 

 Two Rwandan Canadians share their journeys of reconciliation 
 
The film Beyond Forgiving narrates the powerful story of two South Africans whose lives are transformed by 
the power of forgiveness and reconciliation. In some ways--though not in all respects-- the story of Viola 
Sebehana and Joseph Vumiliya, two Rwandan-Canadians who now work for IofC Canada- -mirrors the 
journey of the film’s protagonists. 
 
Following a screening of Beyond Forgiving in Ottawa during the AGM weekend, both shared their stories. 
Twenty years after the tragic events of the Rwandan genocide, they recalled their painful past. 
 
Viola commented that her faith in God and in Christian principles changed her heart. “ I don’t have any 
bitterness in my heart even though I lost my father,”  she said in a later interview. “ I love my country and am at peace within myself. It 
was not an easy road but it was worth it.” 
 
Joseph described how he overcame his grief and chose the path of reconciliation. 
 
Both are living proof that IofC’s principles of forgiveness and reconciliation help people to change their lives for the better. They have 

moved on from their painful past and are now living happy, fulfilling lives in Canada. Viola is IofC’s office 
administrator in Ottawa and Joseph is Project Manager in Montreal.  
 

Calgary team seeks sponsors for fall conference with Rajmohan Gandhi 
 
Calgary July 2014-- The committee working on the Creating Connections:Inner Peace and Action conference to 
be held here this fall, is lining up workshop leaders and enthusiastically seeking sponsors for what promises to be 
a dynamic day. 
 
 Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi, former president of IofC International and grandson of Mahatma Gandhi has accepted an 

invitation to open on Friday, October 3 with a keynote address. Saturday morning, October 4 will provide a comprehensive array of 
workshops examining various methods by which participants may come to an understanding of reaching inner peace. Afternoon 
sessions will provide inspired examples from individuals who have moulded their own sense of inner peace into a passion for action 
creating a culture of peace in their own communities.   
 
Watch for upcoming posters and registration materials on Facebook, IofC Canada’s website or  for a personal e-mail.   
“Currently we are searching for sponsors and partners to help fund various aspects of the Conference, including:  travel and 
accommodation for speakers; honorariums; office supplies and conference packages; marketing materials including brochures, flyers, 
posters; and bursaries for students and low-income attendees,” said Janyce Konkin, IofC’s Regional Coordinator in Alberta. 
 Anyone wishing to help support this initiative is 
invited to send an e-mail to 
iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org or to call Janyce at the 
Calgary office at 403-270-0975.  It will be a great 
return on investment to sponsor some aspect of this 
very special conference, promises Janyce. 

 

Calgary South Sudanese learn from 
community development, 
peacebuilding workshop 
 
Calgary, July 12--Twenty-five South Sudanese 
community and spiritual leaders joined together to 
take part in a workshop in Community Development 
and Peace Building.  “Unlike our trustbuilding 

 Viola and Joseph with 
Richard Weeks 

 South Sudanese learn to build community 



 

workshops this was designed specifically as a participatory assessment for the community,” explained Janyce Konkin, IofC’s Regional 
Coordinator in Alberta.   
Participants first worked in small groups to identify problem areas within the community: such issues as tribalism, violence, peace and 
unity, employment, lack of leadership, and culture shock. From these issues they then laboured through a three-stage activity that 
enabled them to  find the root problem of the issue, then re-define the problem into a new vision, and finally to  identify needs to bring 
forth the necessary solutions.  
“ It was a dynamic and committed group and they have asked for more workshops to help bring them to final resolution and 
implementation.  We look forward to continuing our work with the community,” said Janyce.   
 
Hailed as peacemaker in UK, Colombia, Beyond Forgiving film to be released as DVD in 
Canada  

 
Surrey, BC, July 14, 2014---Initiatives of Change Canada is in the preparation stage to launch our latest film 
Beyond Forgiving on DVD in North America. Directed by IofC UK’s Imad Karam, the award-winning 
documentary tells the story of reconciliation between South Africans Letlapa Mphahlele and Ginn Fourie. With 
the release of the DVD, IofC Canada hopes to inspire audiences across the country with the duo’s journey of 
forgiveness, and the challenge of what comes beyond. 
 
Colombia 
A screening of the film at the Encuentro (gathering) of the Americas in Colombia last February resulted in the 
creation of a working group to promote the film as a tool for reconciliation in the Americas. 
UK 
The film was also the epicentre of inspiration in the UK this past May. The Beyond Forgiving director and 
protagonists hosted screenings across the UK in campuses, churches and even at the South African High 
Commission. Participants were touched and challenged by the story of forgiveness and the honest dialogues 
that followed the screenings. At the Lifeline Institute (May 20, 2014) in London’s East End one young man asked Letlapa ‘So the lady 
forgave you for what you did but could you forgive yourself?’ Letlapa answered with a call to internal reflection and action on the ways 
we treat ourselves around the issue. Links were made between lack of forgiveness and issues such as suicide, eating disorders and 
alcohol abuse. 
 
These conversations and the resulting action are the key aims of bringing Beyond Forgiving to North American audiences.  
Quebec preparations 
Already in Quebec preparations are being made for screenings and dialogues to respond to needs for reconciliation and restored 
relationships. 
 
“At a showing during our monthly IofC Montreal Circle of Dialogue meeting in May, Joseph Vumiliya, our Project Manager and I were 
requested to test and explore the relevance of the film in Quebec City and in Victoriaville,” said Laurent Gagnon. “The comments and 
convictions were very positive.  People here feel that even if the background of the story is African, they can identify with it like a mirror 
of their own needs for forgiveness and healing.”  
 
He added that the aim of the planned screenings in Quebec is to bring about rapprochement among the ‘Four Solitudes’ identified as 
the  Aboriginal, Francophone, Anglophone and newer immigrant communities. 
 
DVD production is being coordinated by Chris Hartnell and Tim Hall. The pair are working out of the recently developed ‘West Wing 
Studio’ - a space created by Chris Hartnell in partnership with A Rocha Canada’s (an international NGO that seeks to transform people 
and  places by showing God’s love for all creation) Brooksdale Environmental Centre in Surrey, BC. 
 
Tim Hall, Surrey, BC, with input from Laurent Gagnon, Montreal 
 

ontreal, Quebec City teams collaborate with Espace Art Nature to host international 
summer conference  

From August 21 to 24, Montreal will welcome the International conference: What if beauty could save the world? An 
alternative to the myth of progress..  

What world are we living for? What legacy for the next generations? Many long to change this world, so that it becomes ecological, fair 
and peaceful. We were promised that technology would put an end to misery, confusion, cruelty. What if answers emerge from within 
ourselves by a life of service, of communion? We are invited to meet and to search together for relevant alternatives.  

IofC teams in Montreal and Quebec City are working closely for this event with Espace Art Nature, colleagues and partners since 2008. 

Contact: info@espaceartnature.com    www.congres-beaute.org 

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal  

 

M 



 

Pull Together Canada patriotic revue connected with IODE and former Governor General 

Ottawa, June 2014‐‐ Elaine Gordon, IofC Canada’s archivist has unearthed another gem from our historical records.  

Canada’s Governor-General from 1940 to 1946, The Earl of Athlone, and his wife Princess Alice, were patrons of the MRA patriotic 
revue Pull Together Canada, which travelled widely throughout Eastern Canada during the war years.  In Ottawa, the Laurentian 
Chapter of IODE (Independent Order Daughters of the Empire)--a national women’s organization devoted to community volunteerism-- 
sponsored the performance. 

 In June this year, a past-president of Laurentian, Valerie Blais, was delighted to learn of this event. That month, she received for 
IODE's archives, duplicate copies of the program and invitation from Elaine Gordon, who had found them among IofC's archival 
records. 

It may be of interest to note that the Earl of Athlone, who was a staunch friend of MRA, received an honorary degree from McGill 
University in 1944 and in his speech; he shared his vision of a future for young Canadians, not marked by war, but by reconciliation and 
reconstruction, in which Canada would play a leading role. 

Ros Weeks, Ottawa 

 
 Elaine Gordon presents a copy of the Pull Together program to 

 Valerie Blais 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  
 
 
  

 

Calendar of Events 

Montreal 
August 21-24 
What if beauty could save the world? An alternative to the myth of 
progress conference. Contact info@espaceartnature.com    
www.congres-beaute.org 

Ottawa 
 Fall 2014- Dates to be determined. Multicultural Women 
Friendship Circle.  Volunteers needed. Call Susan at 613-241-4967. 
Calgary 
August 14-Introduction to Harmony Café, to help make the city 
more inclusive and sustainable.  
http://www.letliveandlive.org/cityofharmonyproject.html 
October 3, 4 
Creating Authentic Connections: The Journey to Inner Peace and 
Action conference. Call Janyce at 403-270-0975 for details. 

Initiatives of Change  

In Canada, IofC is officially registered as a charitable 
organization under the name Initiatives of Change Association 
Canada. Donations are tax deductible. For more information 
and to donate online visit www.ca.iofc.org 

By mail send a cheque payable to: Initiatives of Change, The 
Treasurer, Suite 105-261 Cooper St., Ottawa ON K2P 0G3 

Canadian Initiatives is published four times a year by 
Initiatives of Change Canada. To subscribe, e-mail 
admin@ca.iofc.org 

To submit articles and pictures, e-mail 
susan.korah@sympatico.ca. The deadline for the next edition 
is September 30, 2014. 

For more information contact the national office or 
visit www.ca.iofc.org 

  

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada) • Association Initiatives et Changement (Canada) 
Suite 105-261 Cooper Street, Ottawa ON K2P 0G3. Tel:613.230.7197. E-mail: info@ca.iofc.org 


