
Banff exhibit
On June 24, I  had the great pleasure of sharing in the 
opening of the permanent Exhibit at  the Buffalo Nations 
Museum in Banff, depicting Chief Walking Buffalo’s 
amazing World Journey through the excellent  photography 
of Bob Fleming along with other artifacts. 
It was an honour to see such a display of the 
history of our organization and the impact  that 
it  has truly had on people’s lives around the 
world.  As Walking Buffalo  highlighted 
throughout his World Journey, overcoming our 
pride and fears to distil our hatreds through 
apology  and forgiveness, through dialogue and 
honest conversations, remains as important 
today as it has ever been. 
I hope that  all those who are able to travel to 
Banff will one day be able to  see this amazing 
representation. For a detailed account and 
photos visit  http://www.ca.iofc.org/buffalo-
nations-world-ambassadors-exhibition  

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Kingston preview
A month earlier, the photographic exhibit  of Walking 
Buffalo’s World Journey was given  a preview at  the 
Maritime Museum  in Kingston, Ontario, home of 
photographer Bob Fleming and of Queen's University, which 

also  collaborated in the project. Among 
those present  for the opening on  May 21, 
in addition to Bob Fleming, museum staff 
and members of the public, were Benoît 
Charlebois, Managing Director of IofC 
Canada, his wife and others associated 
with MRA/IofC from Montreal, Ottawa 
and Toronto. 
Richard and Rosalind Weeks, joined by 
Everett Fleming, sang the song Tatanga 
Mani (leads the way) written by  John 
Hopcraft and used in the film The World 
Journey. The occasion began and ended 
with ceremonies performed by  an elder of 
the Algonquin Nation.

Richard Weeks, Ottawa
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In late July, Craik, Saskatchewan was the venue for a unique 
ceremony – the opening of  a Designated Sacred Space. 
Writing in The Prairie Messenger newspaper, Frank Flegel 
described some of the process that led us to the event:
“Four years ago, on  a  windswept hillside above the Arm 
River Valley near this central Saskatchewan community, a 
group of people representing 
different faith traditions 
decided to build  a  space 
representing the diversity 
that is Saskatchewan. A 
search was undertaken for a 
suitable site, a  marker at the 
chosen site next to the Craik 
Eco-Centre was erected  in 
2008 and  fundraising began. 
It all came together with the 
official opening July 30, on 
a windy, hot day under a 
clear blue sky.”

This was a joint undertaking of Multi-Faith Saskatchewan 
(of which  Gwen is a member representing IofC) and Craik 
Sustainable Living Project.  We wanted to  achieve 
sustainability for present and future generations. It was 
thought appropriate to have a sacred site where messages of 
unity in diversity, interdependence, and interconnectedness  

are highlighted, thereby providing a model 
for all faiths. 
David Dalley, from Surrey Neighbouring 
Faiths, B.C., was visiting family near 
Craik and met  Jean Parker at  the 
ceremony. He later wrote about  the event, 
“I was honoured to be able to attend the 
opening  ceremony. Projects like this give 
me hope for a more sustainable and 
enlightened future.”
We believe that  by sharing in projects like 
this we are building trust across our 
communities’ divides. 

 Jean Parker & Gwen McLean, Regina

Walking Buffalo’s World Journey

Sacred Space in Saskatchewan

Photo: Frank Flegel

Sacred Space opening ceremony, Craik, Saskatchewan

In 1960, Chief Walking Buffalo  of the Stoney First Nation and Chief David Crowchild of the Tsuu T’ina First Nation, 
along with members of their families, carried out an historic World Journey on  behalf of Initiatives of Change “to build 
unity between nations by changing the hearts of people.” 

IofC Canada Managing Director 
Benoît Charlebois and his wife 
Anamaria with Bob Fleming
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Imam & Pastor coming to 
Ottawa and Montreal
From October 31 to November 3, IofC 
teams in Ottawa and Montreal will host 
a visit  of Imam Muhammad Ashafa and 
Pastor James Wuye, featured in the 
documentary  films The Imam  & the 
Pastor and An African Answer. With 
them will be Alan Channer, director of 
the two films, and Joseph Karanja a 
Nairobi lawyer who is responsible for 
the work of Initiatives of Change in 
Kenya. Joseph, who comes from the 
area worst  affected by the 2007 election 
violence, invited the Imam and the 
Pastor to facilitate the mediation 
process that  is documented in the 
second film.

An African Answer was given  its first 
public screening in Canada at  St.  Paul 
University in  Ottawa on April 9, 2011 
at  an event jointly  hosted by the 
Nigerian Canadian  Association, the 
St.  Paul University Conflict  Studies 
program and IofC. Among those on  the 
panel, following the screening of the 
two  films, was Nigerian Deputy High 
Commissioner Mrs. Katyen Jackden, 
from Plateau State. One of the most 
moving moments of the evening came 
when she told that she would never be 
able to return to her family home in 
Yelwa Shendan, which was destroyed 
in the violence. Seeing The Imam  & the 
Pastor, she said, had enabled her to  “let 
go of some of the pain of the past.”
Three students from the University of 
Ottawa, whose first contact  with  IofC 
was to attend the April 9 event, are now 
part of the newly created IofC @ UofO  
University Club and the team preparing 
for the visit.
For more information, call the IofC 
office in Ottawa or visit the web site.

Richard Weeks, Ottawa

Peace Prize recipient
The IofC Calgary team participated in 
the University of Calgary’s Peace 
Consortium celebration of India’s 

environmentalist  Dr. Vandana Shiva as 
the recipient of their 2011 Peace Prize. 
On September 24, 750 people were in 
attendance representing 100 sponsor 
organizations (including IofC) dealing 
with peace, social justice, environment, 
development, women’s issues, food 
policy advocacy and natural health. We 
shared a display table with Project 
Ploughshares and raised a lot  of 
awareness for IofC.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Learning the building 
blocks of trust

IofC’s Alberta Project Coordinator, 
Janyce Konkin, teamed with South 
Sudanese leader of the “Lost Boys of 
Sudan,” James Nguen on May 27 & 28 
in Calgary to  present the Project 
Ploughshares’ 2011 workshop,      
Moving from Fear to Trust: Building 
Compassion and Community. James 
Nguen began the day with a focus on 
Sudan and spoke about  what the 
communities need to do in order to 
move forward, including reaffirming 
their shared values: respect, responsi-
bility, honesty  and accountability. His 
stories of being one of the Lost  Boys 
and of  finding his mother alive after 20 
years of separation were remarkable 
and touching. 

Janyce Konkin followed up with  a 
comparative analysis of Western and 
African systems of justice, and the 
differences between collectivist  and 
individualist  societies, suggesting that 
some blend of the two approaches 
would allow us to create a new 
paradigm that works for everyone. 
Janyce then led some interactive 
exercises focusing on building and 
maintaining trust. 
In summary, in order to be effective 
trust-builders, we need to learn  to work 

with people whose worldview is 
different  than  our own, people who 
challenge our assumptions, and people 
whose presence may threaten our sense 
of security. The building blocks of trust 
include: honesty about our failures; 
purity in our motives; unselfishness in 
support  of others; and love in our 
readiness to forgive and accept forgive-
ness. She summarized “Trust is the 
social capital on  which our democratic 
institutions depend. Compassion is the 
pillar of world peace.”

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Montreal: 
a city open to the world

The promotion of Peace
As a great  multicultural city, Montreal 
strives to create harmonious bonds 
between its inhabitants.  Many citizens 
use their skills and convictions to 
establish a climate of trust  through 
grassroots and governmental actions. 
Mayor Gerald Tremblay is renowned to 
be a fervent promoter  of this mindset.  
Not  only does he participate in 
numerous activities – sponsored by the 
city or not – but  he is also a member of 
the Mayors for Peace international 
network.
More than 50 community groups, 
including Initiatives of Change, work to 
promote peace and inter-community 
relations. In  2008 and 2011, IofC 
received a subsidy from the city  for its 
efforts, mainly with cultural communities.
It should not be a surprise that  Montreal 
hosted the Second Global Conference 
on World  Religions after 9/11.  More 
than 2000 people attended the 
conference on September 7 to listen to 
prominent world peace leaders such as 
the Dalai Lama, Nobel prize recipient 
Shirin Ebadi, and professor Patrice 
Brodeur, from Montreal, who col-
laborates with IofC. In fact,  IofC was 
one of the few organizations that  were 
invited to offer an information  stand at 
the conference, which fostered 
enriching conversations. 
Diversity
Every summer, festivals follow one 
after another. The 21st edition of the 
Montreal First Peoples’ Festival took 
place at the Place des Festivals. Once 
again, IofC actively  contributed with a 
stand on August 5, 6 and 7, partnering 
with Espace Art Nature, a teammate in 
the Citizens’ Project related to Indian 
residential schools.

Lise Gagnon, Montreal

James Nguen and Janyce Konkin 
at the trust-building workshop

Panel at screening of An African Answer



Caux Scholars Program
Students in this program  learn how to 
welcome personal change in order to 
initiate a global change for peace, by 
attending class sessions, sharing with 
fellow students and  participating in the 
IofC conferences.
Caux Scholar Firyal Mohamed, from 
Calgary, had no prior  knowledge of 
IofC but  once there, she says, it  did not 
take long for her to see the global 
family that had developed as a result of 
its work. She is looking forward to 
becoming involved with the IofC Club 
at  the University of Calgary. She writes: 
“The Caux Scholars Program laid the 
foundation for a global Caux spirit, 
encouraging and challenging the 
diverse group of 19 scholars to  explore, 
understand and question key aspects of 
peace-building on a multitude of levels 
(political, spiritual, social, etc). The 
program highlighted the need to first 
look within in order to ensure 
sustainable and meaningful action 
outward. Its focus on justice and its 
tailored application through the Conflict 
Where I Come From  projects endowed 
us with a unique introduction to one of 
many tools that  can be used to  explore 
various aspects of conflict  and conflict 
transformation.”

Caux Intern Program 
This program  provides training in 
leadership and intercultural skills 
through the hands-on experience of 
assisting  with the conference sessions 
and  contributing to the smooth running 
of the venue.
Caux Intern  Julia Stockdale-Otarola, 
from Ottawa, says she gained new skills 
and strengthened others in Caux. Julia 
looks forward to being part  of the 

Ottawa team as they  build awareness in 
their community and especially among 
youth. She writes about  Caux: “I feel 
truly  blessed to have been able to take 
part in  this wonderful experience with 
the Caux Intern Program. I particularly 
appreciated the concept  of Quiet Time, 
in which one would take time alone to 
search  for inner guidance and for those 
who are religious, connect  with a higher 
power. I  feel that this is a key part  of 
the Caux experience and very dear to 
many of the people involved in 
Initiatives of Change. Whether done in 
a group or alone, Quiet Time, coupled 
with a diverse and inspiring 
environment allowed me to see the 
relationship between personal change 
and global change.”
Caux Intern  Tara Scanlan, Truro N.S. 
describes her time in Caux as a 
whirlwind, an experience with an 
abundance of lessons on life, building 
relationships and personal growth. She 
writes: “After almost a month spent 
entrenched in the spirit  of Caux, I have 
not  only gained new friends from 
around the world, but became part  of a 
family. My new family  is composed of 
a variety of religions, races and values; 
together we share a common bond of 
love and the objective to change the 
world. This change will come from 
each of us, as individuals, taking the 
steps to live our lives unselfishly, 
honestly, and with love and purity. As 
we all take the steps to  spread the spirit 
of Caux to our neighbours, 
communities and countries, we will, 
one step and postal code at  a time, 
continue and grow the legacy  of Caux 
in the melting pot we call the world.”

Learning about Peace Circles
New to IofC, Mary Ella Keblusek, 
from Ottawa, says she had difficulty 
fully  embodying the essential principles 
and wisdom that so attracted her to the 
organization. She tells how that 
changed during the week she spent  at 
Caux learning about  Peace Circles. She 
writes:  “I came to Caux full of 
anticipation. I had heard that  the 
Creators of Peace Circles were a great 
tool for creating mutual understanding 
and respect  among those in conflict. 

This was my chance to bring these 
methods back to  Canada and apply 
them to bring peace. However, what I 
experienced was far more profound 
than I imagined possible. I learned that 
peace really does begin with me: with 
my ability to maintain my own inner 
peace, to listen deeply to others, and to 
be a compassionate and honest  presence 
in all that I do. Now, renewed and 
inspired, I can return home, ready to 
spread Peace Circles as my own 
‘initiative of change.’”

Serving on the Panel of Elders
Anne Hartnell, from Surrey, B.C., 
spent two weeks in Caux as one of the 
Panel of Elders, whose mandate is to 
be an informal “resource body” 
supporting the world fellowship of IofC 
and the International Council. 

Anne writes: “During my second week, 
the Caux Forum for Human Security 
session took place. The Elders present 
were asked to lead the early morning 
Reflection when participants gathered 
in the beautiful bay windows of the 
main hall to hear encouraging words, 
thought  provoking questions or 
personal sharing from conference 
delegates. A time spent in quiet  was 
followed by the opportunity to share 
with another person the ideas or 
thoughts that  came. I was encouraged 
by the vulnerability and deep sharing 
that  took place and the new connections 
being made as trust was developed.
I also appreciated the opportunity  to 
talk with members of the International 
Council about the ongoing support  that 
Elders can provide them as they 
undertake the large tasks for which they 
are responsible.”

■Hilary Kariotis, Richmond, B.C.

Inspired and equipped through Caux Conferences
The Conferences held each year at IofC’s International Conference Centre in Caux, Switzerland provide an opportunity for 
people to come together internationally; to learn from  the speakers and from  each other the kinds of changes they need  to  make 
in their own lives, and to be equipped with helpful tools and inspiration  for actively building relationships of trust in the 
communities where they live. Twenty-eight people from  all across Canada joined in the 2011  Caux Conferences, including two 
Caux Scholars and four Caux Interns. Others went as conference assistants and participants. Members of the Canadian Council 
of Management attended conference sessions and international committee meetings.

Caux Scholars Arber Fetiu and Firyal Mohamed

Five members of the Panel of Elders



Introducing participants
Among the 10 participants from 
Quebec, Arber Fetiu, a native Kosovar, 
completing a Political Science Master 
at  Laval University, was a Caux 
Scholar; Eliana Gomez-Charlebois, a 
BA student  in Political Science and 
History at McGill University, was 
coordinator for the Caux Intern 
Program; and Valéry Lemay Laporte, 
who studies Fine Arts, History  and 
Political Science at  Concordia 
University, was a Caux Intern. Caux 
conference assistant, Johanne Hamel, is 
the president  of the Victoriaville Peace 
Festival. 
Michel Bundock, vice-president and 
director general of the Quebec Business 
Owners Group, gave a workshop 
during the last Caux session. Hélène 
Hayot, from the Montreal School Board 
Commission, and Mohamed Bounegta, 
civil servant  at  the Quebec Ministry of 
Employment, both  highly motivated by 
the film The Imam  & the Pastor, also 
attended the conference. Finally, Benoît 
Charlebois, managing director of IofC 
Canada, and Laurent Gagnon, program 
coordinator in  Quebec, undertook 
various hosting and facilitating roles.

Motivations and experiences
Participants from  various backgrounds 
and  with different motivations for going 
to Caux, share about their experiences.
Caux Scholar Arber Fetiu, from 
Quebec City, was very touched by the 
listening skills and the extraordinary 
sharing between people who are open 
and ready for transformation. His 
experience makes him want to commit 
himself even more with IofC in the 
future. He writes: “I have had the 
honour to  meet outstanding 
professionals, who have worked with 
international and national institutions, 
to sit  with them and learn from their 

experiences, while sharing 
aspects of mine.” 
Eliana Gomez-Charlebois, 
from Montreal, was back in 
Caux with strong hopes of 
experiencing the peace 
previously found there, as 
well as old and new 
friendships. Her role as 
Intern  Coordinator was a 

great  learning experience, getting to 
know IofC as well as more about 
herself. She particularly appreciated the 
moments of listening in silence, more 
productive in Caux than at  home, 
according to her. She says: “I was able 
to initiate new friendships and build 
bridges with  a number of countries so 
one day we can all work together.” 
Caux Intern  Valéry Lemay Laporte, 
from Gatineau, who went  to Caux out 
of curiosity, learned from everyone’s 
strength, from their will to change 
things and their courage to persevere. 
She came back with a strong desire to 
go about  life differently, saying: “I 
don’t  want  to remain passive. I want  to 
participate, get  involved in the building 
of a better future.”
Conference  Assistant Johanne Hamel, 
from Victoriaville, who went to Caux 
to get  a better knowledge of IofC, was 
also  excited to discover the “Caux 
spirit.” 

She appreciated: “meeting with people 
on a personal basis before knowing 
who they were at  the international level 
and what  they had accomplished; doing 
the dishes with people; talking casually 
and laughing; then, several days later, 
hearing some of them as guest  speakers 
and sharing about  their life and the 
projects they carried out  in their 
countries.” 

Hélène  Hayot, originally from 
Martinique and a Montrealer for 30 
years, works at the heart  of 
multiculturalism, and has in  mind a 
special project  to build relationships 
between Martinique and Quebec and to 
use the past  as a springboard for the 
future. In the midst  of the sharing and 
the relationships built  in Caux, she 
found enthusiasm and useful contacts.
Mohamed Bounegta, from Montreal, 
touched by the natural beauty of the 
Caux surroundings, related it  to the 
beauty of what was happening at the 
human level. About his Caux 
experience he writes: “It  was a major 
step in my personal quest for meaning. 
What  was said expressed the will to 
conquer fear, fight  injustice and 
advocate peace. The concept  of human 
security goes beyond the usual 
territorial and national borders, extends 
to all aspects of human life, and 
incarnates its universal dimension.”
Workshop Facilitator Michel Bundock, 
from Drummondville, says: “In Caux, 
my wife and I appreciated the openness 
to the world and its manifold problems, 
and the spirit  of respect in every 
discussion.” 

Serving in other capacities
Benoît Charlebois,  a professional 
communicator by trade, acted as 
facilitator to one of the two French-
speaking communities at  the Human 
Security Forum, and then as a strategic 
planning advisor to members of the 
International Council. He  also repre-
sented IofC Canada at  the International 
Communications Forum  and the Global 
Assembly. He had exciting discussions 
with many  of the youth attending the 
conferences. Those meetings and many 
other experiences have allowed him to 
know himself better and to discover new 
leadership approaches, with the goal of 
gaining wisdom and recharging his 
batteries with the IofC practice of daily 
Quiet Time.
Laurent Gagnon  was called upon  to 
welcome and accompany a delegation 
of 20 political and human rights 
personalities from Mali, Chad and 
Niger, who were invited by  the Swiss 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.

■Geneviève Dick and
Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Caux 2011 – Quebec was there!
This summer at  Caux, several sessions and programs were offered: Transform  yourself – Transform the world  around you; the 
4th Caux Forum for Human Security; Learning to  live in  a multicultural world; Trust and integrity in  the global economy. As 
usual, Caux touched the lives of the attendees for the better. This is what we want  to  show you through the following mosaic of 
the Quebecois participants’ experiences during the 2011 conferences.

Johanne Hamel and Laurent Gagnon

Some of the Canadian participants at Caux



Edmonton Celebrates NDHR
Many IofC members from Edmonton 
and Calgary attended the National Day 
of Healing and Reconciliation (NDHR) 
celebration in Edmonton on Friday, 
June 10. Tribal Chiefs from the First 
Nations and the Métis Nation of 
Alberta, as well as political rep-
resentatives from all levels of 
government spoke about the important 
work that has been accomplished 
through NDHR. CBC Radio Host 
Shelagh  Rogers introduced Dr. Maggie 
Hodgson, initiator of NDHR, former 
Head of Nechi Institute, and former 
Advisor to the government on 
residential schools healing and 
reconciliation issues. 
Maggie gave thanks and recognition to 
Initiatives of Change as being 
instrumental in helping to get  the 
NDHR started through the tireless help 
of the local Edmonton IofC team. 
Maggie provided a very thought-
provoking speech on the need for 
NDHR to  include ALL Canadians, not 
just Aboriginal and Métis. She insists 
that  we must also take into  account  the 
history of Canada related to the 
German, Japanese and Italian prisoners 
of war who were interred during 
WWII. It is crucial, Maggie said, that 
Canadians learn the real history  of this 
country so that healing can occur for 
all. Excellent  entertainment was 
provided by ASANI, an Aboriginal 
women’s trio from Edmonton.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Fostering global peace 
In recognition of the International Day 
of Peace, the Global Clergy Association 
of Canada and Northwood United 
Church hosted an interfaith Peace 
Conference on September 17 in  Surrey, 
B.C.  It  was attended by city officials, 
local government representatives, 
leaders from a variety of faiths, and the 
general public. The guest  speaker 
Margie Coles from Seattle, represent-
ing United Religions Initiative, said “If 
I don’t have peace in my heart  I am not 
going to build peace. Interfaith is a 
bridge-building movement, a pathway 
to get  to know one another.”  The 
theme of peace beginning in one’s own 
heart  was echoed by many of the 
speakers and through the prayers.
People picked up a variety  of material 
from the IofC display  table and some of 
the women expressed interest  in 
hearing more about  Creators of Peace 
Circles.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Calgary Peace Circle Reunion
Six of our original eight  peace circle 
participants in  Calgary gathered on the 
evening of August  22 to enjoy  a picnic 
and barbecue in  the Glenmore Dam 
Park in South Calgary.

We were honoured to also  welcome 
Joyce Fraser, a Peace Circle facilitator 
in Australia.  She and her husband were 
on a trip  through Western Canada 
visiting old IofC friends.  We were able 
to share stories of similarities and 
differences between the peace circles in 
our respective countries and generally 
to laugh and enjoy the camaraderie    
on this beautiful, if mosquito-filled, 
summer evening. 
Prior  to their time in Alberta, Malcolm 
and Joyce Fraser spent four days on the 
west coast  where they met with  a long-
time IofC supporter in  Victoria, had a 
lunch meeting with  the Newsletter 
Editor in Richmond and were hosted by 
Fieldworkers Chris and Anne Hartnell 
in Surrey.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Festival of Peace Montreal
On September 19, the local IofC team 
and seven partners welcomed 60 
participants from many backgrounds. 
The event, under the theme: Peace? 
The heart of the question…, was linked 
to the September 21 International Day 
of Peace. It  was made possible due to 
the hard work of a 12-member prep-
aration committee as well as financial 
contributions from the City of Montreal 
and the Mennonite Central Committee.  
The focus of the evening was on the 
promotion of  diversity and a culture of 
peace. This two-fold focus facilitated a 
personal and a collective awareness of 
everyone’s contribution to the process 
of peace.
The program encompassed a wide 
variety of activities. A five-minute 
video clip  of artists around the world 
singing Stand By Me from the 

documentary  Playing For Change: 
Peace Through Music was shown. This 
set  the tone for the evening, reminding 
us of our need for each  other’s 
friendship and support. 
Participants were particularly moved by 
the sketches from the collective of 
research and intercultural creation 
performed by Maisonneuve College 
students. Through meaningful body 
movements, the young women 
illustrated their search for authenticity 
and depth. The Choir for Peace invited 
the public to  sing with them in different 
languages while Suzy Tremblay 
charmed everyone with her melody and 
drum. Laurent Gagnon conducted two 
interviews to enhance people’s 
understanding of the Muslim and 
Native perspectives on peace. 
Newly committed with IofC, Christiane 
Lemaire brilliantly led the evening 
which was qualified as  “very inspiring 
and full of hope,” encouraging every-
one to “spread the word of peace” and 
to “water the seed to make it grow.”

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Festival of Peace Victoriaville
Five representatives of IofC-Quebec 
participated actively at  the Festival of 
Peace of  Victoriaville on September 
24-25 with  an information stand and 
many interactions.

Thanks to the presence of the Abenakis 
First Nations teachers of the area, many 
traditional ceremonies took place as 
well as workshops. The festival ended 
with an  interreligious and intercultural 
dynamic evening.

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Peace Circle reunion Calgary

(l-r) Laurent Gagnon, Lise Gagnon, Arber Fetiu, 
Christiane Lemaire and Mohamed Bounegta

For more news and extended 
articles visit the 

IofC Canadian web site at 
www.ca.iofc.org 

http://www.ca.iofc.org
http://www.ca.iofc.org


Working on Canadian archives
I have been involved with  IofC for 50 
years, and visited Canada nine times. I 
arrived in June, invited by IofC Canada 
to work in a volunteering capacity on 
the Canadian IofC archives, basing in 
Ottawa. I hope to enlist  other volunteers 
to help preserve and make accessible 
the eighty years of archival material – 
there’s plenty of work to do! 

I would be delighted to  hear from any who wish to be 
involved in this project. I can be reached through the 
national office or by email at: elaine.gordon@ca.iofc.org 
80th Anniversary of IofC Canada
In the summer of 1931, the following conversation took 
place in  Oxford, England between Dr. Frank Buchman 
(founder of MRA/IofC) and his first  secretary Eleanor 
Napier Forde (a Montrealer):
Buchman: “What shall we do next?”
Eleanor: “I think we should go to Canada.”
Buchman: “That’s it. You go and get it ready.”

Elaine Gordon, Ottawa

Community leadership training
“I think I will need to  somehow remind myself daily of this 
workshop in order to faithfully apply it  to  my life and 
professional practice” was the response from one of the 23 
people taking part  in  the Creating Social Change in 
Communities workshop, which took  place at  the Justice 
Institute of BC on September 15. Participants came from 
Williams Lake and Vernon as well as Metro Vancouver.
Co-facilitated by Rob Corcoran and Anjum Ali from 
Richmond, Virginia, the participants spent  the day learning 
new skills and awareness. Some of the topics explored were: 
building or breaking trust, beginning the process of change 
with ourselves, the importance of creating a team, and the 
power and impact of history and memory.
A number of participants would like to  have the workshop 
repeated. One participant wrote, “I got  new ideas to help 
resolve issues on our staff. Thank you!”
As well as the workshop, 
Rob and Anjum had other 
opportunities to meet 
people. Over a lunch in 
Surrey, women were deeply 
engaged listening and 
asking questions. One 
woman said, “I really 
enjoyed listening to Anjum. 
What a fascinating woman.” 
Anjum met  with The Board 
of Women’s Council at  the 
Masjid al Salaam in  Burnaby who also plied her with 
questions about her life and her involvement with IofC. 
Rob had meetings with  a number of men  over lunch and a 
supper, who were equally keen to learn more about  the work 
of Hope in the Cities and Initiatives of Change.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Initiatives of Change, Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5
Tel: 613 230 7197  Email: info@ca.iofc.org 

Initiatives of Change
Building trust across the world’s divides

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 
religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered 
as a charitable organization under the name of 

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada). 
Contributions to its work are tax deductible. 

For more information visit:   
www.ca.iofc.org

The Canadian Newsletter is published four times a 
year by Initiatives of Change Canada. 
To subscribe: 
Email: admin@ca.iofc.org 
To submit articles:
Email: newsletter@ca.iofc.org 
To donate: 
Online at:  www.ca.iofc.org
By mail:  send cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to: 
The Treasurer,  Initiatives of Change Canada, 
Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5 
To receive international IofC news:
Register to receive xChange updates by going to 
www.iofc.org. On the right-hand side of the Home page, 
under Become a Site Member, select Register here and 
follow the instructions.

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 16 Regina:  Multi-Faith Fair at the University 
of Regina, Riddell Centre with the theme World Religions, 
Beliefs and Misconceptions. Information booths from 10 
participating religions and groups, including IofC.

October 18-20 Regina:  The theme continues with 
evening lectures on various topics with Q & A at Luther 
College. Contact Jean Parker mjean.parker@sasktel.net or 
Gwen McLean gmcl@sasktel.net

October 31-November 1 Ottawa:  Activities are 
being planned around the visit of Imam Ashafa and Pastor 
Wuye. For details contact: richard.weeks@ca.iofc.org 

November 2-3 Montreal:  Activities being planned 
around the visit of Imam Ashafa and Pastor Wuye of 
Nigeria include a public evening on November 2 at The 
Plateau Auditorium.  At 6.15 the film The Imam & the 
Pastor; 7.00 the film An African Answer; 8.00 Evening Dialogue 
with our guests.  Contact: l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org 

November 5-12 Alberta:  Activities around IofC 
Canada Managing Director's visit to Alberta. For details 
contact janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

November 26 Calgary: Project Ploughshares Peace 
Fair at St. David’s United Church from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Contact: janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

Elaine Gordon

Lunch meeting with Anjum Ali
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