
Delegates were given a warm west  coast welcome 
by the BC Team when they gathered in Richmond 
for the Annual General Meeting of Initiatives of 
Change (IofC) Canada on  the weekend of May  5/6. 
Events included Council and Committee Meetings 
as well as a fundraising dinner on the Saturday 
night. Here are some of the highlights.
Through a slide presentation and personal tributes, 
eleven men and women from the Canadian 
fellowship who had passed away since the last 
AGM, were honoured. As we remembered their 
friendship, hard work  and commitment, we were 
inspired to carry on the work by finding our own 
place in  the fellowship where we can  share our 
varied talents. We welcomed the eight  new members 
who have joined us this year.
Performing one of his last  tasks as Council Chair, Michael 
Prior  chaired the AGM and presented the 2006  Annual 
Report. (Copies can be obtained from the Calgary office.)  
Michael Prior and Fesseha Fre Weri have completed their 
term on the Council and were applauded for their service and 
leadership. Stepping into the role of Council Co-Chairs are 
Lorne Braun and Adalbert Otou-Nguini. Genevieve LeBaron 
and Alvin Manitopyes were elected as new Council 
Members.  Here is our Council for 2007.

In less than a year from now, a gathering will be underway in 
Quebec City as an important milestone in  the Canadian 
Project. Laurent Gagnon and Lucie Pagé presented an update 
on the planning for this event  where there are many 
opportunities for  involvement—in planning the activities in 
Quebec City  in May 2008 and in preparing contributions on  
how we are learning to build a community of communities 

across the country. Early registration for the activities in 
Quebec City  on May 23-25 is now being accepted by the 
Calgary Office and will help with the budget expenses.
How can we bring passion to  fundraising in order that our 
initiatives can flourish? Serge Vallée from Montreal led a 
lively  session sharing from his own experiences working with 
various organizations, encouraging us to “think outside the 

box as Buchman did.”
The dinner on Saturday night was a great  opportunity to 
get  acquainted with colleagues from across the country, 
and to  introduce our friends to the work of IofC. Using 
the theme Building Trust across Divides in Canada and 
Beyond, Lorne Braun facilitated video presentations and 
speakers highlighting various aspects of IofC’s work in 
Canada and oversees. Fesseha Fre Weri spoke movingly 

of his escape from Eritrea and making a new life 
in Ottawa. Jessie Sutherland told of the “Finding 
Home” dialogue she had initiated. Animated 
conversations arose at each table when she 
encouraged us to define what home meant to us. 
Lucie Pagé spoke about  being introduced to IofC 
by a close friend and being touched by the values 
as she read Dynamic out of Silence. “The special 
way to listen, to  respect the other without judging, 
is helping me in dialogue in my own family, with 
my friends, and at work.”

As well as a delicious dinner, fellowship and sharing, we had 
fun bidding on items at the Silent Auction which raised 
almost  $400. Donations from the dinner were matched by an 
anonymous donor bringing the total to  over $5000 for the 
work of IofC. Many  local people who attended were 
enthusiastic about  the evening and suggested that  a dinner 
like this become an annual event.

Anne Hartnell and Hilary Kariotis
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Getting Together on the West Coast

Delegates to the Annual General Meeting in Richmond, B.C.

l-r: Alvin Manitopyes, Joy Newman, Adalbert Otou-Nguini, 
Lucie Pagé, Lorne Braun, Bill Parker, Genevieve LeBaron
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University of Victoria
On March 23, at the University of 
Victoria, B.C., the film The Imam  & 
the Pastor was viewed by a group of 25 
students, faculty and visitors. Facili-
tating the event was Catherine Morris, 
director of Peacemakers Trust, one of 
the partners initiating the showing. 
Another partner, Chris Hartnell, the BC 
Regional Coordinator of IofC, 
introduced the film and answered 
questions on the work of IofC.
Commenting on the film, a woman 
from the UVic Institute for Dispute 
Resolution said “One thing that stands 
out  is that they both felt they had been 
spoken directly to (an inner calling).” 
She felt that in  the west  “we keep 
coming up with models for  conflict 
transformation. They had spontaneity, a 
spark.”
One participant  is planning to show the 
film on  June 6  as part of the 
professional development for  the staff 
at  The Inter-Cultural Association of 
Greater Victoria. One of the organizers 
wrote: “The film is highly relevant  to 
our work from a multicultural and 
diversity perspective – especially the 
message of openness, forgiveness, 
partnership and the breaking of 
stereotypes and other barriers.” 
Catherine Morris and Chris Hartnell 
have been  invited to facilitate the 
session.                            Anne Hartnell

Toronto Muslims Hear 
Message of Reconciliation
About 1000 people attended a 
screening of The Imam & the Pastor in 
Toronto, on April 1, at  a special event 
to mark the birthday of the Prophet 
Mohammed (Mawlid an-Nabi).

IMO member Osman Shum and
IofC representative Richard Weeks

The occasion  was organized by the 
International Muslims Organization of 
Toronto (IMO). The programme, which 
included speakers from all major faith 

groups, the Canadian parliament, the 
Ontario legislature and the city  of 
Toronto, was given mainly to 
reflections on the life of the Prophet 
Mohammed. Imam Hamid Slimi of the 
IMO and newly elected President  of the 
Canadian Council of Imams called on 
IMO member Osman Shum and IofC 
representative Richard Weeks to 
introduce the film, remarking that  they 
had been friends for close to  40 years. 
Osman said the film was an example of 
the spirit  of forgiveness, demonstrated 
in the life of the Prophet.
The film was shown on two main 
screens and two supplementary screens 
to the rapt attention of the large 
audience. Following the film, Imam 
Slimi asked those present to  keep Imam 
Ashafa in their prayers as he recovers 
from injuries suffered in a recent  road 
accident. “He’s doing good work  for 
his people and for the world. We hope, 
inshallah, that Imam Ashafa and the 
Pastor will be here one day at the IMO.” 

Richard Weeks

Tulip Festival Ottawa
“Defusing the Perils of Modern 
Religion: Options for dealing with 
religious hostility” was the theme of an 
event  at the Canadian Tulip Festival 
featuring the film The Imam  & the 
Pastor. This was part  of the Festival’s 
new Celebridée series – a celebration 
of ideas – and took place on May 10 in 
the Alumni Auditorium of the 
University of Ottawa.
The Tulip Festival programme 
described the event in these terms: 
“Violence has been an unintended by-
product  of religious activities 
throughout history. This topic is 
launched with a 40-minute document-
ary film  that tells a provocative story of 
hope.” The film was introduced by 
CBC National reporter Julie Van  Dusen 
and was followed by  a panel discussion 
moderated by Rev. Tom Sherwood, 
Ecumenical Chaplain at Carleton 
University. The two Muslim and two 
Christian panelists engaged the 
audience in a lively discussion.

Richard Weeks

Surrey Campus SFU
An animated buzz of conversation  took 
place at  an informal reception at Simon 
Fraser University, Surrey campus, 
following the showing of the film The 
Imam & the Pastor on April 23.

David Hartnell, a staff member at  SFU, 
welcomed everyone on behalf of the 
University. Chris Hartnell gave a brief 
explanation of IofC and introduced 
Imam Mohamad Rachid from the 
Richmond Jami’a Mosque and Pastor 

Scott Simpson from the Church at 
Southpoint, Surrey. They both addressed 
the gathering following the film. A 
common theme they both mentioned 
was the need in our local multicultural 
communities to move beyond tolerance 
to embracing one another.
The positive response through feedback 
forms and DVD sales indicated that 
participants have ideas for sharing the 
film  with  other groups. Many 
suggested using the film in schools to 
initiate dialogue amongst  the youth. 
One participant wrote: “It  is a good 
documentary  that  clearly  states that 
through dialogue on different  issues, 
especially religion, we could 
understand and respect  and appreciate 
others within our entire community.”

Already  this event  has provided 
opportunity for further dialogue. Chris 
Hartnell and Pastor Scott  Simpson met 
with three members of Surrey City 
Council and showed the film  at their 
request, with a possible further showing 
to the City Intercultural Committee.

Shawkat Hasan, chair of the Richmond 
Intercultural Advisory Committee, 
initiated a showing for committee 
members. They decided, in partnership 
with local IofC members, to have a free 
community  presentation of the film on 
June 13 in the City Hall, followed by 
an informal discussion about how the 
lessons learned in the film might 
contribute to Richmond achieving its 
intercultural vision of being “the most 
welcoming, inclusive and harmonious 
community in Canada.”

Anne Hartnell

Chris Hartnell, Imam Mohamad Rachid, and 
Pastor Scott Simpson (Photo by Matti J. Lagerbom)

The message of The Imam & the Pastor opens doors to new partnerships...



Canadian Mosaic in Calgary
In hopes of spreading the message of 
understanding between cultural, ethnic 
and religious groups in Southern 
Alberta, the IofC club at the University 
of Calgary partnered with other local 
organizations to  present a full day-long 
event  called “Mosaic.” The theme 
represented Canada’s diversity and the 
approach effectively challenged 
participants to  get  out  of their comfort 
zone and interact  with groups they 
didn’t  know or didn’t  understand in 
order to create bridges.
In a joyful celebration of diversity 
people from over 21 countries opened 
their hearts to  participants and 
demonstrated their traditional music 
and dancing, ethnic food and table 
displays. Guest speakers, an interfaith 
panel discussion and a silent  auction of 
items from the various community 
groups were also part of the day. The 
film The Imam  & the Pastor, closed the 
event  and several people were visibly 
moved. One woman said “This should 
be widely shown.”
The day event  was well attended and 
generated a great deal of interest from 
community  groups already wishing to 
get  involved with making Mosaic an 
annual event.

Alex Ramirez

NDHR Edmonton – May 26
The Mayor of Edmonton, represented 
by Councillor Ron Hayter, proclaimed 
May 26 as the National Day of Healing 
and Reconciliation for the fifth 
consecutive year. The event was held at 
Amiskwaciy School and was opened 
by the school’s elders, drummers and 
singers.

In her keynote speech, Danika 
Littlechild, a lawyer from the 
Ermineskin Cree Nation and a member 
of the Canadian Commission for 
UNESCO, emphasized the need for 
authenticity and empathy in our 
relationships. She also spoke of the 
need to demolish  the negative 
stereotypes often used to  put down 
people from certain  groups in our 
society.

Master of Ceremonies for the event 
was Maggie Mercredi, a Dene, who is 
coordinator of the Changing Paths and 
the Aboriginal Women’s Program of 
the Elizabeth Fry Society in Edmonton.

Following a hearty lunch of stew and 
bannock, the 77  adults present 
participated in  sharing circles after 
hearing Morley Elder Bill McLean and 
Jack Freebury share their reconciliation 
story. Throughout  the afternoon the 
eight  children present engaged in 
creative activities.

Jack Freebury 

Spiritual Gatherings for Peace
After the April visit  to the Bahá’í 
centre, the series of gatherings ended 
up in May at  the majestic white Sikh 
temple (Gurdwara) with its golden 
domes. As a Catholic participant, I 
would like to share my experience. 

I was first  overwhelmed by a feeling of 
‘sanctuary’ in the temple itself. I  also 
think of eating, without pomp, seated 
and served equally, the meal cooked in 
the community kitchen. The welcoming 
and generous manner of the young 
boys serving such conspicuous visitors 
as we were, was so  sincere. One could 
easily accept  they had indeed put  in 
action the practical aspect  of brotherly 
love and acceptance.

Without  this encounter and the 
presentation on the practical nature of 
their religion, I can’t  think of any 
circumstance where I might have had 
the opportunity to  hear (finally) the 
explanation behind the more visible 
aspects of covered hair and the Kirpan 
(ceremonial dagger) and learn more 
about the role of the sexes. The aspects 
of acceptance and community implying 
all mankind, not confined to their 
membership  or the grounds of their 
beautiful temple – these are the things 
I’ve taken away from this encounter.

Andrea Grenon

Groupe Changer

What  a joy to end our series of five 
sessions on  community, identity, 
culture, and solidarity on  April 1 with a 
feast  in  Wendake (Huron community) 
near Quebec City!  Two guests helped 
us to enlarge our perspectives even 
more: Cynthia Le Blanc Martin, a Mic 
Mac, one of the First  Nations student 
association leaders at  Laval University 
and Charles Baravuga originally from 
Burundi. Their messages, the quality  of 
the dialogue and the time in silence that 
followed gave us the desire to start 
another series of occasions in the fall to 
continue to learn how to change.

Paule Charbonneau

Enrichment in Montreal
Several IofC reflection groups have 
held monthly gatherings in Montreal 
since September 2006, each  focusing 
on a specific element of the philosophy 
of the movement  (change, peace, 
meaning in life, arts, etc.).

In order to  give a global picture, an 
information session about  IofC was 
offered on May 1 with the showing of a 
PowerPoint  document produced in 
Caux. A participant who has had many 
encounters with  the network said: “I 
was unaware of the existence of such a 
tool; it  is a concise and most  complete 
expression of the spirit  and action  of 
the movement.” 

During the dialogue following, it  was 
interesting to learn that  the expression 
of a Catholic priest  had echoed the 
thoughts of a Muslim lady, thus 
provoking a spontaneous communion 
of convictions.

Lise Gagnon

Did you know that...?

Canada’s first musical was a film about 
the Oxford Group Camp at Wascana 
Lake, Regina in 1937 entitled “Youth 
Marches On.”

The pioneering camp inspired young 
men to “join the struggle to build a new 
world of honesty and godliness.”

The film was produced by Dick Bird, 
well-known Saskatchewan filmmaker, 
and was shown in a number of movie 
theatres in Canada.

Sharing a meal at the Sikh Temple

...and our initiatives across the country bring communities together.



GID 2007 Summer Gathering in Caux
The Global Indigenous Dialogue (GID) will convene its 
annual gathering at Mountain  House in  Caux, Switzerland, 
from August  4 to 11. We are very  appreciative to the Tools for 
Change (T4C) conference for working with us to create room 
and planning space to participate in their conference.
This year GID, in  partnership with the University  of Alberta, 
has developed a youth-focused program called Journeys. 
Delegates to  Caux are asked to bring at  least  one young 
person with them. The Journeys program will create space 
and opportunity for the GID youth and the youth of the T4C 
conference at Caux to  experience a cross-cultural exchange as 
they contribute to the sessions and creative activities.
GID is also asking delegates to bring with them one or more 
individuals that  they recognize as “Elders” to discuss the 
many aspects and issues of leadership.
August 9 is the United Nations International Day of 
Indigenous Peoples and will be celebrated by  cultural 
activities and presentations throughout the day.

Lewis Cardinal

Canadians to Caux
As well as taking part in  the GID events, other Canadians 
will be in Caux at  varying times throughout the summer 
session. Two students will take part in the Caux Scholars 
Program and three people representing the International 
Muslims Organization will attend a conference. Former Caux 
Interns and Scholars are returning as facilitators for specific 
sessions or in  administration. Others will help in  the kitchen, 
at reception, and as conference liaison.
Those of us who cannot be in Caux can carry  the summer in 
prayer, and we can be creatively raising funds for those who 
have said “yes” to go, thereby helping to support  the 
activities at  this special centre for reconciliation and peace 
building.                                                              Anne Hartnell 

A Regina Initiative for Quebec 2008
Laurent  Gagnon visited Regina in May en  route to the AGM 
in Vancouver and met with a good number of people, 
including some members of the team, leaders of the 
Francophone Association of the province who are interested 
in the ideas of IofC and the 2008 project, plus others. At the 
home of Gwen McLean and Jean Parker, six  special guests of 
diverse origins, with whom Gwen and Jean had worked on 
various community endeavours, met  to hear about  the Quebec 
City 400th anniversary  celebrations. At the close of Laurent’s 
presentation, they were drawn into the excitement  of 
exploring several possibilities for joining in  the event with a 
national gesture of solidarity.
The proposal was to find a way for the nine provinces outside 
of Quebec to  send messages to Quebec City on the 
designated day, to be shared in the presence of the media. 
They would be messages of greetings, solidarity and 
friendship – a citizen initiative from the hearts of Canadians 
expressing friendship and harmony.
Many of us with various affiliations that have national offices 
are in communication with  their branch  offices in all 
provinces. Through those offices, Regina could start  the ball 
rolling. We are now in the process of setting up a local 
committee.

Jean Parker and Gwen McLean

Articles and photos for the next issue are due by
September 7, 2007. Hilary Kariotis newsletter@ca.iofc.org
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Initiatives of Change
Building trust across the world’s divides

A global network open to people of all nationalities, 
cultures, religions and beliefs who work toward change 

locally and globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

This network has been active on every continent 
for over 60 years.

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered
as a charitable organization under the name of

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada).
Contributions to its work are tax deductible.

For more information visit

www.ca.iofc.org 

...

You can register now 
for the Quebec City gathering,

May 23-25, 2008.
Registration Fee is $25 and non-refundable.

Please make cheques payable to Initiatives of Change, 
designated for Quebec City 2008.

Mail to the Calgary office. 
Your registration will help with this project’s budget.

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 10, 2 p.m.
Open Homes, Listening Hearts,  Quebec City
Theme:  How to maintain and affirm our own identity 
while fully contributing to society.
Contact:  Lucie Pagé lucie.page@oricom.ca 

June 13, 7 p.m.
The Imam & the Pastor, City Hall, Richmond, B.C.
Contact:  Chris Hartnell 604 575 2685

August 26
Walking through History in Hamilton.
Contact:  Doreen Johnson immi@cogeco.ca 

July 5 to August 19
Caux Conferences, Switzerland
Theme:  Trust across the world’s divides?  Dignity for all?  
Details:  www.caux.ch
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