
Initiatives of Change (IofC) Canada is part  of an 
international network of people of different 
cultures, races and faiths, whose mission  is 
“Building trust across the world’s divides.” One 
of its aims, “Healing the wounds of history 
where cultures and civilizations meet,” called for 
a response to address the relationships between 
Canada’s four solitudes. Such a response, to 
have sufficient  impact, would require the 
forming of partnerships with people and 
organizations of shared values and interests.
IofC-Canada decided on a three-year action 
plan to invite individuals and teams to  be part  of 
a process of dialogue and trust-building 
between First  Nations, Francophones, 
Anglophones and the many other communities 
who have more recently made Canada their 
home. People are encouraged to take initiatives 
locally, which could bring about  greater 
recognition, understanding and appreciation of 
each other’s identities and cultures. There are 
plans for a significant gathering in Quebec City 
in  2008, coinciding with the 400th anniversary 
of the first  permanent  French  settlement in 
North America. 
In this Newsletter you will read of such 
initiatives already underway in cities and 
communities across the country. Since the World 
Premiere of The Imam  & the Pastor in 
November, the impact  of this film is gaining 
momentum. IofC teams in Canada are finding 
that  its universal message  is absolutely on 
course for the aims we have set  ourselves for the 
Canadian Project, making it  an ideal tool for 
building partnerships.
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Canada Premiere of the film 

The Imam & the Pastor
The Imam & the Pastor was given its Canada Premiere on February 26 to a 
capacity audience in the auditorium of Library & Archives Canada in 
Ottawa. The event, hosted by the Nigerian High Commissioner, was attended 
by members of twelve diplomatic missions, including four ambassadors, and 
two  Members of Parliament. The Anglican, United and Catholic Churches, 
the Muslim community, several other faith and interfaith groups, and a 
number of NGOs were also represented.
The event was organized and co-sponsored by Initiatives of Change and 
Muslim  Presence Canada with support from the local chapter of the World 
Conference of Religions for Peace and the Ottawa 
Muslim-Christian Dialogue. 
The Nigerian High Commissioner, H.E. Olufemi 
George, gave a word of welcome and introduction to 
the film. Commenting on the clash of cultures, 
religions and civilizations that  exists in the world, he 
said, “This need not be so, as this documentary  so 
amply demonstrates.” He said the film was testimony 

to the power of effective 
communication and dialogue in 
breaking down barriers of hatred 
and intolerance.  He expressed 
appreciation for those who made 
the documentary. “In so doing, 
they have reminded us not only  of the basic values 
common to all religions: compassion, forgiveness, love 
and respect for  one’s neighbour, but  also of the 
individual’s inalienable right to freedom of religion and 
worship.”
One could feel the incredible impact of this beautifully 
crafted film on the audience of 320 people, who broke 
into applause more than once. About  fifty  people left 

feedback and contact information. The producer of Radio  Islam, a 
program aired weekly on the Ottawa CHIN station, who had arranged 
for a ten-minute interview with Richard Weeks a week earlier, 
commented: “Very transparent, honest  and informative –  a great  start  to 
multi-faith  cooperation.” One sensed a buzz of excitement  in the crowd at the 
reception. This was only the beginning.

Richard Weeks 
“It gives a visual of how people reconcile.” 

Teacher, who wishes to use the film for his high school course.

“It is one of the best documentaries on interfaith dialogue.”
Ottawa Sikh Society

“It’s so refreshing, revitalizing and heart warming to see difficult issues taken on with 
truth, acknowledging their complexities, and showing that there are workable solutions if  
each human reaches deep in their heart.”  Member of Muslim Presence Canada

Shelina Merani from 
Muslim Presence 

Canada

Nigerian 
High Commisioner

H.E. Olufemi George

The Imam & the Pastor
In the 1990s,  Imam Muhammad 
Ashafa and Pastor James Wuye 
led opposing, armed militias, 
dedicated to defending their 
respective communities as 
violence broke out in Kaduna, 
northern Nigeria.  In pitched battles, Pastor James 
lost his hand and Imam Ashafa’s spiritual mentor 
and two close relatives were killed.  Now the two 
men are co-directors of the Muslim-Christian 
Interfaith Mediation Centre in their city,  leading 
task-forces to resolve conflicts across Nigeria. 
The Imam &  the Pastor tells how they made this 
remarkable transition.



Personal experiences on the 
journey towards a community 
of communities

As we learn  of “the other” it is not 
always easy or exciting as one’s 
emotions come to the surface and 
perspectives may need  to change. 
However, this is the bedrock of true 
reconciliation and healing. Readers are 
invited to send in  their own 
experiences. As space permits in each 
Newsletter they will be shared.

Here is an insight from Regina:
In November 2006, Jean Parker went  to 
the Steering Committee meeting of the 
Canadian Project  in Montreal. It  was 
her first experience of being an 
Anglophone in the Francophone 
culture. “It  was an emotional, 
educational, stretching time for me. I 
felt  overwhelmed by the effort  to 
understand the Quebec people as I 
struggled to follow the unfamiliar 
accents when they expressed their 
feelings about  the project. I had a 
vague sense of distance from them.” 
Returning home, Jean felt  she needed 
to get  to know people in the 
Francophone community in Regina and 
has been in communication with them.

And from Calgary, a response to a 
presentation:

On Friday, February  2, I was honoured 
to listen to Dijla’s personal story and 
hear how she is wrestling with the 
question of what  it  means to be an 
activist.
What  I learnt that evening is that  peace 
is no  easy  thing. Peace comes at a cost 
and the question is: Am I willing to pay 
the price?
Another thing I learnt  is that  by 
secluding us into our own safety zone, 
we have not done anything for peace. 
Rather I have just  created a division, an 
“us-them.” However, bridging this gap 
is not  easy and trouble-free. I am 
thankful that  IofC provides a platform 
where we can get to  know people we 
normally  wouldn’t  meet. My prayer is 
that it will draw circles from there.

 Stefan Zulauf

Monthly gatherings in Calgary

The first Friday of every month we 
gather together to talk  about  “Topics 
that  Matter” for our personal and 
spiritual growth. These gatherings have 
been  a nurturing experience for 
everyone. Each  time, we invite a 
different  member of our IofC 

fellowship to share a topic from  their 
personal experience. We started this 
initiative last  November and some of 
the topics presented so far were: 
Friendship  by Alex Ramirez, How can 
I Embrace Others?  by Stefan Zulauf, 
and The Cost of Activism  by Dijla Al-
Rekabi. 
In  our monthly gathering last 
December we introduced a special 
guest from IofC Mexico to  our local 
friends. Elena Gonzalez is one of the 
coordinators of IofC in Monterrey, 

Mexico. During her visit,  Elena shared 
their projects and initiatives with us 
and we reaffirmed our promise to  assist 
their young group as we have been 
doing up to now. We wish to continue 
building bridges with our brothers in 
Mexico and Latin America.

Monica Lopez

Walking through History 
in Hamilton
Ten members of the Hamilton team met 
on Sunday, February  25 to discuss the 
Walking through History project. 
Members viewed the video “Unity 
Walk” made by Hope in the Cities 
Richmond, Virginia as a result  of a 
conference on Healing the Heart of 
America. The team reviewed the 
objectives of the project  and list  of 
possible events. Excited at  the concept, 
while trying to be realistic about  time 
commitment, a decision was made to 
combine three of the events in one day:  
a Community Breakfast, a Cultural 
Mosaic, and a Walk through History to 
specific sites that  have impacted the 
people of Hamilton.  The team will 
concentrate on  working towards the 
success of that day to  take place in late 
August.                         Doreen Johnson

In the footsteps of Gandhi    
The peace-building network of 
Montreal, including IofC, had realized 
that  no commemoration was being 
done for the anniversary of the death  of 
Gandhi on January  30. So it was 
decided to plan such an event for the 
first  time in  Montreal, having in  mind 
the 60th anniversary  in 2008. IofC 
members played an active part and took 
on major responsibilities during the 
evening, as well as being interviewed 
on two radio stations to speak  about  it 
and provide a testimony.

A most  interesting 
evening for the 60 
p a r t i c i p a n t s ! A 
d o c u m e n t a r y f i l m 
recounted the non-
violent struggle of 
Gandhi in  India, and was 
followed by 10 minutes 
of silence to pay tribute 
to the Mahatma’s vow 
never to  speak on 
Mondays. During the 
second part  of the 
evening, small groups 
w e r e l e d b y a 
representative of each 
association who gave a 
testimony on a quote 
f rom Gandhi and 

encouraged more sharing. It  was a way 
to invite people towards commitment 
and responsibility. Arts were present 
throughout the evening in  the form of 
paintings, sculptures, songs and poems. 
Next year’s event is already on the 
calendar.                        Estelle Drouvin

Groupe Changer

Thanks to relevant  articles in the IofC 
magazine Changer International,  the 
members of the group in Quebec City 
continue to explore monthly the 
inspiration and soul of the movement. 
In January, we shared deeply  around 
the article entitled “Humiliation, a time 
bomb” written by  Aleya El Bindari-
Hammad. 
In February, we also  referred to articles 
from the magazine, this time to let 
ourselves be touched and changed on 
issues related to  Aboriginal people and 
Africans. Once again, we could really 
feel the link between the personal and 
the universal. For the April meeting, 
someone from Africa and another 
person from the First Nations are 
invited to share with us their own roots. 
Bridges will be built.

Paule Charbonneau

Dijla Al-Rekabi speaks to a monthly group in Calgary 
that meets to discuss “Topics that Matter.”



A diverse group of 150 participants 
gathered in the Morris Wosk Centre for 
Dialogue, Simon Fraser University, in 
downtown Vancouver on February 22. 
First Nations, Métis, immigrants, 
refugees, seniors, youth, artists, and 
researchers from  community, 
government, business and educational 
organizations met together, exploring 
through dialogue, personal reflection 
and plenary sessions the meaning of 
“Finding Home,” in themselves, in 

community, and in the world. 
Hereditary  Chief Robert  Joseph, of the 
Kwagiulth people from Vancouver 
Island, shared his painful experiences 
of residential school. “Colonization 
trampled on  our entire world view.” He 
encouraged delegates to discover the 
past, as it  affects the present, and felt 
the Truth  Commission on Residential 
Schools will bring much needed 
healing. 

Senator Roméo Dallaire told of 
experiences in  Africa, in Canada and 
within  himself, “Humanity is in 
conflict  with itself and many people are 
without homes…frictions are what 
bring us to war. If  we learn to value the 
human rights of others as much as we 
value them for ourselves, peace can 
come.”

Jessie Sutherland, innovator of the 
Finding Home initiative, said that 
“awareness without action is useless 
and action without awareness is 
dangerous.” There is conflict  between 
the peace-builders which needs 
addressing. The participants talked in 
groups about  a recent conflict they 
were part  of and identified the core 
value being undermined. She asked 

“What are you going to do about  it? As 
individuals you can make a difference.”
IofC in British Columbia was one of 
the co-sponsors of the day. Shawkat 
Hasan and Anne Hartnell took part  in 
the day’s events and are keen to  see 
how to help more dialogues develop. 

Anne Hartnell and Shawkat Hasan
For further information 

on Finding Home™ Workshops visit 
www.worldviewstrategies.com

Shabbat Shalom! 

Have you ever heard of the 
“New Year of the Trees?” In the Jewish 
tradition, this is one of the most 
celebrated events every  spring in  Israel, 
when trees are planted in the desert. In 
Canada, the synagogues join their 
heartbeats to their brothers and sisters 
in Israel in the midst  of our winter. 
Money is then sent to contribute to the 
plantation. But  most  of all, a symbolic 
meal is shared after this Shabbat 
ceremony.
On Saturday, February 3, about 20 of 
us were warmly welcomed by a Jewish 
community of Montreal. This 
happening was part  of the “Spiritual 
gatherings for peace” in which IofC has 
a leading role. During the whole 
morning we lived at  the rhythm of 
Shabbat, with songs, prayers and 
teachings from the Rabbi. Dialogue 
during the meal led to honest 
conversations. Each of us left  with an 
open heart, happy for the privilege of 
such an encounter.

Estelle Drouvin

International Week 
and Canadian Mosaic

Some of the Calgary team participated 
as an NGO in the International Week 
on February 7 and 8, organized by the 
International Student  Centre of the 
University of Calgary (UofC), with  a 
display table featuring our work in 
IofC. Sara-May Cardy, Alessandro 
Anifowose (from the IofC Club), Alex 
Ramirez and Monica Lopez helped to 
give information and encourage 
students to join  our Initiatives. 
Approximately 14 interested students 
signed up for more information and 2 
more students offered their help as 
volunteers for “Canadian  Mosaic” a 
multicultural event  to be hosted by the 
IofC Club @ UofC.
Canadian Mosaic will be held at the 
University on March 28  with the aim of 
building bridges between the various 
cultural groups that  make up the 
University community and the broader 
community  of Calgary as a whole. 
Participants will be invited to  share 
elements of their culture through group 
d i s p l a y s . T h e p e a c e m a k i n g 
documentary  from Nigeria, The Imam 
& the Pastor, will be shown, and 
speakers and discussion groups are 
being planned. Music, dancing and 
ethnic foods will add to the pool of 
cultural richness and we expect 
everybody to leave the event  with a 
better understanding of each other.

Monica Lopez and Alex Ramirez

Outreach opportunity
In mid-January, Adalbert  Otou-N’guini 
and Laurent  Gagnon had a 30-minute 
i n t e r v i e w a t  R a d i o - C a n a d a 
International to inform the international 
public about  the philosophy of IofC 
and its implications in African 
countries. Examples of peace-building 
efforts in the Great Lakes region of 
Africa were given  to illustrate effective 
interventions and actions by IofC in 
this area of conflict.     Laurent Gagnon

Finding Home: 
Belonging, Connection & Community

(left to right)  Tousilum, from the Quw'utsun Tribes, Vancouver Island,                                     
Senator Roméo Dallaire and Jessie Sutherland at the Finding Home dialogue.

Did you know that..?
Frank Buchman took part at an Oxford 
Group (forerunner to Initiatives of Change) 
meeting at the Château Frontenac in 
Quebec City from May 26 to June 5, 
1933, with his delegation and a large 
number of guests.

The IofC gathering being planned in 
Quebec City from May 23-26, 2008, will 
be the 75th anniversary of the 1933 
meeting. (Beyond Borders, page 161) 

http://www.worldviewstrategies.com
http://www.worldviewstrategies.com
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Invitation from Quebec
In May 2008, a major gathering will be held in Quebec City to share the 
experiences and the lessons learned through the IofC Canadian process. 
We wish to extend a very warm welcome to you and all our partners. 
The 400th anniversary celebrations will be majestic. The IofC participation 
will touch the hearts and the spirits for an inclusive and generous future for 
all the communities. We need you all!                                                   

Lucie Pagé and the Quebec team

UPCOMING EVENTS 

    Initiatives of Change
 Building trust across 
the world’s divides 

A global network open to people of all 
nationalities, cultures, religions and 

beliefs who work toward change 
locally and globally, starting with 

change in their own lives. 

This network has been active on 
every continent for over 60 years.

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is 
officially registered as a charitable 

organization under the name of 
Initiatives of Change Association 

(Canada). Contributions to its work 
are tax deductible.

For more information visit

www.ca.iofc.org

Calgary’s IofC team share in a 
Muslim gathering
At  the Whitehorn Community  Centre, 
the film The Imam  & the Pastor was 
shown as part  of a Muslim-sponsored 
monthly study entitled:  Second 
Christians-Muslims Relationships in 
the 21st Century–A Global Perspective.  
Speakers at  this community event held 
in late February included Michael Prior 
and Keith Newman of IofC, and Prof. 
Syed B. Soharwardy and Imam Gul 
Hussain.
The Imam  & the Pastor film drew 
applause from the 60 or so Muslims 
and the handful of Christians at the 
gathering. Commenting after the film, 
Professor Soharwardy  said: “This is a 
powerful, powerful movie. No  Muslim 
would have a problem with it. It should 
be shown everywhere. What I found 
striking was that  Ashafa says, ‘I never 
changed the principles of Islam but  I 
created space for my Christian friend.’”
The film played a pivotal role in 
engendering discussion in small groups 
to address two questions. Could 
Calgary become a beacon of hope in 
the ongoing dialogue between 
Christians and Muslims? If so, what 
needs to  change? All want to continue 
the dialogue and the next  steps are 
being planned. 

Keith Newman and Michael Prior

National Day of Healing and 
Reconciliation (NDHR)
The Mayor of Edmonton has 
announced that on May 26, NDHR will 
again be celebrated in the city. Some of 
the IofC team in Edmonton are 
members of the planning committee for 
the event  and share their reasons for 
being involved.
Yi Yi Datar, chair, has the deep 
conviction, based on  her own 
experience, that healing and 
reconciliation at the individual, family 
and community level is essential before 
the broader issues facing society can be 
resolved. She sees NDHR as an 
invitation to be part  of that 
transformation.

Jenny Bocock says, “Participation in 
NDHR is important as it provides an 
opportunity to build relationships with 
a very diverse group of people who we 
would never otherwise meet. So  many 
hurting people need a chance to  be 
listened to and heartfelt  apologies need 
to be made. It  is painful to hear what 
people of my race have done to 
others.”
I think NDHR is an important  initiative 
because it  not only helps us face the 
truth  about our history as a nation but 
celebrates stories of transformation that 
are helping to create a different future.
See the NDHR website for details of 
events being planned across the 
country www.ndhr.ca.     Jack Freebury

Send news articles and upcoming events for publication in the next Newsletter 
any time before May 10 to the editor Hilary Kariotis newsletter@ca.iofc.org

Photos of events are welcome too!  Hi-res jpg files are preferred.

March 23: 12.30 p.m. Room D287 MacLaurin Building, University of Victoria, B.C. 
Showing of The Imam & the Pastor  and dialogue initiated by Catherine Morris of 
Peacemakers Trust in partnership with IofC and UVic Institute for Dispute Resolution.
Further details www.peacemakers.ca/education/ImamPastorDialogue.html

April: (date to be finalized) Simon Fraser University, Surrey Campus, B.C.  
Showing of The Imam & the Pastor. 
For information contact iofc.vancouver@ca.iofc.org or phone: 604 575 2685.

Spiritual Gatherings for Peace, Montreal
April 12: 7 p.m. at the Baha’i Temple, 177 Pine Ave.
May  19:  6 p.m. at the Sikh Temple, 7801 Rue Cordner, Ville LaSalle.

May 5: IofC-Canada AGM, Richmond, B.C. at The Meeting Place of Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, followed by an IofC fundraising dinner. For information on the dinner 
contact iofc.vancouver@ca.iofc.org or phone: 604 575 2685.

May 26: NDHR Toronto.The national launch coordinated by the Native Women’s 
Resource Centre. Their goal in hosting this event is to increase awareness of NDHR, 
promote community building, and work towards healing within their community. 
Phone: 416 963 9963 (Toronto). 
May 26: NDHR Edmonton. For information phone: 780 447 9342 (Edmonton).

Open Homes, Listening Hearts
June 10: Quebec City
Date to be finalized for Montreal 

July 5 to August 19: Caux Conferences. 
Theme: Trust across the world’s divides? Dignity for all?  See www.caux.ch for details.
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