
The Newsletter gives us a glimpse into the many exciting 
and encouraging events that have taken place or are being 
planned as we work towards bringing down the barriers 
that keep us apart  from each other through fear or lack of 
understanding. These events are part  of the collective 
experiences of what Initiatives of Change (IofC) Canada 
can bring to the special weekend in Quebéc City, May 
23-25, 2008. Many people are moving “out of their 
comfort  zones” and learning about themselves as they 
learn about others.

One aspect  of the weekend gathering in May will be a 
session led by youth from across Canada. To help prepare 
for this, Genevieve LeBaron, a doctoral candidate and 
researcher in political economy at  York University in 
Toronto and member of the IofC Council of Management, 
has undertaken an important task.  She writes, “I am 
beginning an initiative here in Canada which will attempt 

to bring youth in Canada together to discuss ou 
convictions and commitments concerning the future of 
IofC.  My hope is to begin this conversation electronically, 
starting with the question of what, as youth, we want  to 
focus our time in Quebec towards, since this provides a 
very tangible and important  action point as a concrete 
event  and meeting place, and how this is part  of a larger 
project to sustain IofC in the future.” If anyone under 35 
years old wants to join in this email dialogue, please 
contact Genevieve at gclebaron@gmail.com .

In Saskatchewan, the Regina team is connecting with some 
of the Francophones in their area and beginning to look at 
initiatives they can be involved in together.

To help cover some of the costs of preparation and the 
events over the May 23-25 weekend, requests for 
government, corporation, and business grant  applications 
are underway.
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It  was a wonderful night on Saturday the 27th of October 
at  the celebration of the 21st anniversary of the first  inter-
religious meeting held at Assisi, Italy.

At the Franciscan Chapel, the altar was filled with the 
lights of little candles in different colours to represent  the 
diversity; there were almost  500 people representing eight 
different  faiths: First Nations, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, 
Christians, Bahá’ís, Sikhs and Hindus.

All came in a spirit  of friendship in order to share their 
common attachment  to values of peace and solidarity. This 
beautiful event was organized by Initiatives of Change, 
The Montreal Peace Centre, and The World Conference of 
Religions for Peace, in collaboration with the Franciscan 
Family.

During the night, representatives of each spiritual 
community expressed their faiths and beliefs in different 
ways; some of them explained the main concepts about 
their religion, others just  sang to worship God, others 
danced and read sacred passages of their holy books.

Everybody there experienced an incredible encounter of 
peace, joy, and hope that  made us remember how we all 
are called in God to the communion of all the peoples of 
the earth, how we are called to be one in Him.

For more information on the Spiritual Gatherings for 
Peace: www.veillees-spirituelles.ca.
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The “Imam” and the “Pastor”
to Visit British Columbia

Imam Muhammad Ashafa and Pastor
James Wuye, whose remarkable story
“from vengeance and killing to healing
and friendship” is told in the film ���
���� � ��� ������, have accepted an
invitation to visit Vancouver,
Richmond, Victoria and the lower
mainland from January 11 to February
6, 2008. Initiatives of Change has
partnered with the main hosting
organization Link International
Ministries and other groups in bringing
the two men to British Columbia. 

Program planning is well underway.
For further details phone 604 575 2685
or email: chartnell@ca.iofc.org .
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L’imam & le pasteur

The highly anticipated French language
version will be available in Canada in
March 2008. A public launching of the
film in the French language, for North
America, is being planned most likely
for April in Montreal, with Christian,
Muslim and other faith groups. The
message of reconciliation between the
two men is very relevant in Quebec at
the present time, considering tensions
on the public scene caused by the
intercultural and interreligious debate. 
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Diversity Conference B.C.

Shawkat Hasan and Chris Hartnell
were invited by the Provincial
Committee on Diversity and Policing
to attend the ���� ��������� ����������
at the Justice Institute of B.C.,
November 30 to December 3.

The intent of the Conference was to
share information and strengthen
relationships between Visible Minority
Communities and those responsible for
providing security and law enforcement
services in B.C. and Canada.

With a focus on Security, Human
Rights and Accountability, the
conference brought together a number
of ministries, organizations and
agencies, with dialogue sessions on
Security and Accountability and
Building Community Relationships.
One of the organizers requested a copy
of the film ��� ���� � ��� ������ for
follow-up opportunities after the
conference.

Chris commented, “This was a timely
moment to engage in dialogue with
community partners, the police and
civil society organizations in order to
deal with current public perceptions
and the reality of our joint
responsibility with law enforcement
and security agencies in keeping
Canada and our communities safe.”
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C2D2WorkshoponReconciliation

“I want to see how my NGO can use
this film” and “Excellent!” commented
participants at the well attended work-
shop on reconciliation, facilitated by a
team from IofC and RIAC (Richmond
Intercultural Advisory Committee) at
the Canadian Conference on Dialogue
and Deliberation (C2D2) in Vancouver
on November 12. Dialogue and deliber-
ation are emerging as a field of study
and practice concerned with how
people talk together in order to under-
stand each other better, to transform
conflict, to frame and solve problems,
to plan action and to make decisions
and influence how decisions are made.

These approaches go by many different
names, but they all demonstrate several
successful strategies: 

� Actively recruiting a broad range of
people

� Giving people the chance to share 
their personal experiences

� Allowing people to consider a broad
range of policy options

� Honouring and encouraging action 
at a number of levels

Led by Lorne Braun, a team of three
people told of their experience in
Richmond, when RIAC and IofC
initiated the showing of ��� ���� �
��� ������ film as a model for
reconciliation and facilitated a dialogue
following it. Many of the workshop
delegates expressed in the feedback
forms that they were encouraged and
inspired to explore how they can use
the film to initiate further dialogue.
Eight participants will consider using
the film in their work. A Quebec
filmmaker bought a copy to take home
saying “The film is well made and
edited.”
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High School Conference Alberta

Prem Kalia and Jack Freebury, from
Edmonton, showed ��� ���� � ���
������ film in October to about 100
students and ten staff members from
six different high schools, during a
yearly conference sponsored by the
Mahatma Gandhi foundation.

The film seemed to be well received.
The conference takes place in a
different high school each year. The
organizers had managed to allocate 45
minutes at the end of the day, after a
very full schedule, to show the film and
that meant no time for discussion
however.

The social studies teacher from the
home school who coordinated the
conference was very happy to be given
a copy of the film by Prem Kalia. We
believe there are a significant number
of Muslim students at that school so
hopefully it will be well used. Each of
the students and the ten teachers from
the other schools received copies of the
flyer with contact information.
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Innovative events planned around screenings of the FLTfilms production

The Imam & the Pastor are continuing to bear fruit and prepare minds
and hearts for the May 2008 IofC Canada Gathering in Quebec City. The upcoming 
release of the French language version will further expand these opportunities.

Meanwhile, news is just in that the film has won first prize in the Short Documentary
section of the AfricaWorld Documentary Film Festival, held in St Louis, Missouri, USA 
and Lagos, Nigeria.



Groupe Changer

A new series of meetings started in
October in Quebec City. How to
enlarge our minds and hearts to
respond to crucial needs remains a
constant challenge and a focus for our
meetings.

The first tools chosen to stimulate
changes in us were the contents of the
IofC Canadian leaflet; then, in
November, the group reflected on the
testimony of Lise Gagnon in the book
������ ������� as well as on a text
about listening to God. These elements
and deep sharing help in preparation
for the coming gathering in Quebec
City.
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Peace, Restorative Justice and
Human Rights Conference

Fifty practitioners of Restorative
Justice, coming from the prairie
provinces and the west coast, gathered
in Regina on November 12-14.

Jessie Sutherland, founding director of
the ������� ����� ����������
���������� ��� ��������� initiative,
presented the global context and
personal work necessary to make the
values embedded in the peace,
restorative justice and human rights
movements come alive and create the
world we all yearn for. Jessie also
presented three workshops during the
conference:

� Why Finding Home Matters 
(exploring the connection between 
belonging and crime reduction)

� Being Home (living our values and 
purpose)

� Finding Home in Conflict 
(exploring different interpretations 
of the same event and learning a 
principled way to respond 
effectively to conflict).

Facilitating another workshop was IofC
Regional Coordinator Gwen McLean
and Chair of Indigenous Peoples
Health Research, Eber Hampton, who
modeled basic sharing within a group
setting. Among those attending the
workshop were three university
students studying to be Social Workers.
One of them said, “I feel a lot of trust
here” before sharing very deeply from
her own experiences.
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Global Consultation 2008

A Global Action Consultation will take
place at Asia Plateau, the IofC
Conference Centre in Panchgani, India,
January 22-30, 2008. Lorne Braun
(Richmond, B.C.) and Genevieve
LeBaron (Toronto, Ontario) will be
participating from Canada.

The consultation will gather together
people who are ready to commit to
actively pursuing and developing
initiatives in the next 5-10 years.

The aim of the consultation is to clarify
and plan combined action with inter-
generational and multi-religious teams/
networks, responding to specific needs
and initiatives that are emerging or
already underway.

Those of us who cannot be at the
consultation can still participate in this
process by responding to the following
three questions posed by the
consultation planning committee. 

a) What initiatives/projects are you
involved in that you want to develop in
your region, particularly those which
have potential beyond your present
capacity and could benefit from more
people?

b) What new initiatives do you feel
need to be undertaken, addressing
issues where IofC could make a
difference? (Be specific and realistic
about what can be achieved.)

c) What experience of achieving
growth with projects and teams can you
offer from your region which may be of
help to others?

Please send your ideas to the Canadian
Coordinator annehartnell@ca.iofc.org
who will forward them on to Lorne and
Genevieve to take with them to India.
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For the Love of Tomorrow

This is the title of a documentary film
about a French Resistance heroine in
World War II, Irène Laure, who worked
tirelessly as a healer of wounds to
reconcile France and Germany. The
film has been translated into many
languages and used extensively by
groups working on conflict resolution.

During the last two months, the film
was shown three times in Sherbrooke
and in Montreal. Two priests who came
to one of the showings, requested to
have it for their churches.

On November 30, an intergenerational
group of about 40 people, half adult
and half children, from a poor area of
Montreal, were brought together to see
the film. Afterwards each one was
invited to reflect in silence on how they
can apply some of the lessons from the
film in their area and to write down a
practical step they could take to bring
about peace.

A potluck meal following the event was
much appreciated.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT…?

� January 2008 is the 40th
anniversary of the opening of Asia
Plateau, the IofC Conference Centre in
Panchgani, India.

� Built on almost barren land, it now
boasts a “cloud” forest behind the
residence buildings, providing habitat
for numerous birds and animals now
living there. The forest is the result of
planting many thousand saplings and
of water divining which resulted in
three wells on the property.

� A farmer’s wife from Alberta helped
cook meals for the hundreds of people
who came to the opening ceremony
from the surrounding villages, various
parts of India, and overseas.

� The large dining room is named
after a Canadian from Montreal,
Margaret Manson. She died in India
while volunteering with IofC  alongside 
her husband Matt and daughter
Marion.

To learn more about the centre
go to www.in.iofc.org



Changes in the Calgary Office Staff

Leann Marsh, who has capably looked after the
administration needs in the Calgary office, has stepped down
because of other work commitments. She will continue to
serve on a voluntary basis as secretary to the IofC Council.

The part-time position has
been filled by Sonja Bergen,
who steps into the role of
office administrator. She
brings with her an education
in International Development
and Latin American Studies,
as well as volunteer
experience with impoverished
children with the NGO Inca
Wasi in Peru.
Her office email address is
sonja.bergen@ca.iofc.org .

Initiatives of Change, Box 61079, Kensington RPO, Calgary, Alberta T2N 4S6
Tel/Fax: 403 270 0975 • Email: iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org

A FINANCIAL NOTE

By the time you read this, you will have received an
invitation from the Quebec City IofC team and also a
card about ��� ��� ����, a Canadian fundraising initiative
for expenses related to the gathering in May 2008.

In this Newsletter you have read about the two
Canadians planning to attend the Global Consultation in
January 2008 as well as a number of local events and
initiatives.

To enable the continued growth and development of
these initiatives your generous financial support is
needed. Donations are tax deductible and can be made
online at www.ca.iofc.org or by mailing a cheque payable
to Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer, Initiatives of Change – Canada
Box 61079, Kensington RPO

Calgary,AB T2N 4S6

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 11-February 6 – Imam Muhammad Ashafa 

and Pastor James Wuye, whose story is told in the film 

The Imam & the Pastor, will be visiting the B.C. west 

coast and lower mainland.

Contact: Chris Hartnell 604 575 2685

or email: chartnell@ca.iofc.org

January 15-21 – 40th Anniversary of IofC Conference

Centre Asia Plateau, Panchgani, India. Reinvesting in 

the future – a celebration with a blend of ceremony, 

seminars, events and entertainment. More information at

www.in.iofc.org

January 19 – Council Meeting in Toronto

Contact: leann.marsh@ca.iofc.org

January 22-30 – Global Action Consultation, at Asia 

Plateau Conference Centre, Panchgani, India

To connect initiatives that have a potential for growth with 

people who are willing to give time and focus to developing 

them over the next 5 years.

Contact: annehartnell@ca.iofc.org or Tel: 604 575 2685

January 30 – In the Footsteps of Gandhi, Montreal. 

An evening organized by the Gandhi Committee, of 

which IofC is at the heart. On the program: conference, 

dialogue, meditation, creativity. 

To know more: Estelle.drouvin@ca.iofc.org .

May 23-25 – Towards a Community of Communities: 

from Solitudes to Partnership. A Canadian gathering 

in Quebec City on its 400thAnniversary. This IofC 

gathering will focus on dialogue and trust-building 

among Canada’s solitudes – Aboriginal Peoples, 

Francophones, Anglophones, and newer immigrants, as

well as different faith traditions.

Contact: Laurent Gagnon l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org

Sonja Bergen

Initiatives of Change

�Building trust across the world’s divides

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 

religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

This network has been active on every continent for

over 60 years.

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered as a 

charitable organization under the name of Initiatives of 

Change Association (Canada). Contributions to its work are 

tax deductible.

For more information visit

www.ca.iofc.org

Journey of Discovery

This is a reminder of the invitation to join us on a journey of 
discovery into Frank Buchman’s experience of change and 
where it might lead us personally today and in the future.

To participate in this study at your own pace by mail, email 
or Skype, contact:
Joy Newman (403)208-1602 joy.newman@ca.iofc.org.


