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As the new President of the Initiatives of Change International Association, Mohamed Sahnoun brings
a vast knowledge of the developing world and a proven commitment to peace-making, having served
as co-chair of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, and to global
sustainability, as a member the World Commission on Environment and Development (the Brundtland
Commission), which produced the report “Our Common Future.”

Cornelio Sommaruga took over the Presidency of the Swiss Caux-Initiatives of Change Foundation in
2000.  During his term in office, he initiated the creation of the international body (Initiatives of
Change-International) set up in 2002 to federate the different national bodies across the world and
represent them at the UN and other International Organizations.

Richard Weeks of Ottawa attended the reception for Sahnoun and a meeting of the Executive
Committee of IofC-International, of which he is a member.

MOHAMED SAHNOUN
NEW PRESIDENT OF INITIATIVES OF CHANGE-INTERNATIONAL

On December 6 the outgoing President, Cornelio Sommaruga, hosted a reception in Geneva to welcome Mohamed Sahnoun who
assumes the Presidency of the International Association on January 1, 2007.

Introducing the film, Ambassador Simean Adekanye described the work done by Pastor
James Wuye and Imam Muhammad Ashafa, both of whom were present, as “a case study
in grass-roots mobilization for reconciliation and reconstruction.” He said that their work
had been recognized at the highest levels of the Nigerian government and was a testimony
to what could be achieved through dialogue.

Margaret Vogt, representing Ibrahim Gambari, UN Under-Secretary-General for Political
Affairs, said that the lessons of their experience transcended Nigeria and spoke to the
heart of the UN’s mission to promote peace and reconciliation.  She was particularly
impressed, she said, that there are no external actors in the film.  The initiative is “home-
grown.” “The UN Department of Political Affairs intends to use it as a tool of Conflict
Prevention,” she said.

MRA Productions-North America, based in Surrey, B.C., is distributing the FLTfilms
production of The Imam & the Pastor on DVD in North America and it will be available

from January 15, 2007.  For further information and to place an advance order, phone
604-575-2685 or email mraproductions@ca.iofc.org . NTSC DVD $25 (plus p&p).

Public showings are being planned for cities across Canada next year.

WORLD FILM PREMIERE: The Imam & the Pastor
“There’s been no event like this in my twenty years at the United Nations” — Nigerian counselor

The New Year!   A time to look afresh at ways to live out Love, Integrity and Peace.

These were the words of a counselor from the Nigerian mission, speaking of the world premiere of the new film by IofC’s
FLTfilms, The Imam & the Pastor, at the United Nations headquarters in New York on November 28.  The occasion was hosted
by the Nigerian Permanent Representative to the UN, and was received enthusiastically by the 170 diplomats, UN officials and
other guests.

(left to right) Pastor James Wuye,
Producer and Director Alan Channer,
Imam Muhammad Ashafa, and Nigerian
Ambassador Simean Adekanye  answer
questions following the premiere.

Mohamed Sahnoun
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REPORT OF THE
CANADIAN PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE

Members of the Steering Committee for Towards a
Community of Communities: From Solitudes to Partnership
met in Montreal, November 17-19 where they were joined by
Richard Weeks and Jean Parker. We worked on further
exploring the development of the Canadian Project and at
producing a document that can be used to introduce this
concept to others, to enlist new partners, and for fundraising.

Honesty, apology and laughter marked our time together.
Representing three of the four Solitudes, we realized we were
literally part of the process as we struggled to clarify the
“right” word, understand each other’s point of view, and learn
more of our history. Documents from the weekend and from
the subcommittees will be sent to the Regional Coordinators
and also posted on the web under Partners in Reconciliation.

Two academic leaders from two universities are eager to
partner with IofC and others in the preparation of a symbolic
ceremony in Quebec City in 2008, to address the necessity of
healing the past hurts for the sake of the future. We rejoice at
this initiative suggesting that this be expanded to more
universities across the country.

On the Saturday evening we were joined by some members of
the local team who asked insightful questions and gave input
into helping fine-tune the process of this large undertaking. At
lunchtime on Sunday our meeting concluded. Later in the
afternoon, at the invitation of Estelle Drouvin, some of the
committee members went to a mosque for prayers open to the
public, followed by a lively question time with a young Imam
and some of the partners of the Spiritual Gatherings for
Peace.

Following on naturally from the gathering were planned visits
to Ontario teams. The people met were open to exploring ways
of developing the concept in their communities and cities. As
in other parts of the country, a number of local initiatives are
taking shape, beginning the process of breaking down the
walls between the solitudes. It is encouraging to see how our
present named programs are recognizing how they
complement and strengthen the vision of the Canadian Project
and its process.

Louise Lanctôt, Michael Prior, Lucie Pagé, Fesseha Fre Weri,
Laurent Gagnon, Anne Hartnell.

Visits to Ontario
Canadian Project co-Chairs Michael Prior and Laurent
Gagnon, and Anne Hartnell (Canadian Coordinator of IofC-
Canada) spent three days in the following cities listening to
the teams, sharing information on the Project and
encouraging initiatives.

Ottawa
Over 20 people gathered in the IofC office in Ottawa for 2
hours over lunchtime on November 20. A lively discussion
followed the presentation of the Canadian Project and there
was some talk of how to use the new DVD The Imam and the
Pastor to help facilitate dialogues between various faith
groups. The Ottawa team represents a number of African
Countries, South America and Europe. One person living on
the Quebec side of the river said that she was beginning to be
more aware of what is on the minds of her Francophone
neighbours.

Toronto   Imelda Walker & Jessie Henthorn
Nine people of the Toronto team were encouraged by the visit.
Genevieve LeBaron, a University student, and Iman Al
Ghafari, coordinator for after school programs, shared some
possible initiatives that could be taken for the city and the
project. The new flyer was received with enthusiasm as a great
tool for introducing people to Initiatives of Change.

Oakville
En route to Hamilton they stopped in Oakville for a 2-hour
visit with Geraldine Hughes, a committed and faithful
supporter of IofC, who, although frail in body, has a mind that
roams the globe and is full of enthusiasm for the celebration
and gathering being planned in 2008 in Quebec City.

Hamilton   Doreen Johnson
The Hope in the Cities Team in Hamilton welcomed the
visitors on November 22 for supper followed by a meeting.
There was a lively exchange as Doreen Johnson introduced the
initiative Walking through History being planned with other
partners for later in 2007. The project will be in two parts: the
first part will be for African Canadians and their contribution
to Hamilton, and the second part will include all Hamiltonians.
Using the principles of the IofC initiative Hope in the Cities,
this project will give the diverse local communities a better
understanding of their history and develop tools of active
dialogue, building partnerships towards an inclusive Hamilton
free from racism and hate.

St Thomas   Michael Prior
On November 23, Michael Prior met with a senior IofC
colleague, Jim Carlisle, at his home.  The focus of their
discussion was on the need to engage more fully with young
people lacking in spirituality. They were joined by the
Reverend Tom Godfrey, a Presbyterian Minister. After
viewing the KRAM (Kent Region Alternate Ministry)
promotional material he brought with him, it was agreed that
there might be merit in their working together. About twenty
of Jim’s retired colleagues then joined them for lunch.



QUEBEC CITY

Public Evening on “The place of religion in Quebec’s
public space”   Lucie Pagé
Some thirty people attended the public evening on The place
of religion in Quebec’s public space held on November 1. Our
guest, Paul Mackey, declared that the current questioning is
healthy but felt that some inspired leadership from the
churches is needed.  He said that religion helps us to find and
to build on the essentials of life. Beliefs of others can be a gift
or a threat; a challenge leading to a fresh rediscovery of our
own heritage and of a relevant message for today’s realities.
Participants wish to pursue the reflection and the dialogue.

The Groupe Changer   Lucie Pagé
On November 5 the first of a series of meetings of the Groupe
Changer was held. The aim of these meetings is to explore
personal and social changes that could facilitate partnerships
between people of different convictions, and to encourage
action within and between communities. Thirteen people from
different backgrounds and ages used extracts of the book
Beyond Borders, and shared a time of listening and dialogue
as a means to creating a community spirit that will lead us
towards the next steps.

MONTREAL

Spiritual gatherings for peace   Estelle Drouvin
IofC-Montreal helped to prepare an interfaith vigil organized
on the occasion of the inter-religious week of prayer (October
22-29), and of the 20th anniversary of the inter-religious
gathering in Assisi, Italy—a true partnership experience with
the Franciscans, the Centre for Peace of Montreal, and the
World Conference on Religions for Peace. Representatives of
eight different spiritual traditions proposed a time of
meditation by means of sacred texts, songs and music. Nearly
200 people came. The deep silence and the light of the candles
created an atmosphere of peace, respect and openness.

Another opportunity was to discover the Muslim prayer and
community on November 19, with the Interfaith Council of
Montreal. More than 50 people participated at the Mosque.
Estelle.drouvin@ca.iofc.org

A new initiative   Estelle Drouvin
A workshop for children between the ages of 6 and 12 has
been conceived by the IofC-Montreal team.  Based on games,
creativity, and dialogue, it aims to develop self-esteem and
gratitude through a better knowledge of themselves and more
effective communication. Facilitated by Anamaria Gomez
Upegui, it will take place weekly at a youth centre in a poor
area of Montreal, from January to March 2007.

Seasons of Change (SOC)   Karen Bambonye
Fifteen young women, between 20 and 35 years old, met in
Montreal on November 18 for the Seasons of Change monthly
meeting. Inspired by the IofC Creators of Peace initiative
(www.cop.iofc.org), the SOC mission is “Fuelling life changes
to achieve one’s highest potential in their personal and holistic
development.” This month we examined our
emotions—happiness, sadness, contentment, frustration,
etc.—in various situations (family, friends, work, etc.). The
purpose was to see whether one or more emotions appear

throughout different areas of our lives. We recognized that
each of us can make a choice daily, which consequently will
affect how we deal with the challenges of that day.

TORONTO

Roles of the Diaspora in peace-building and development
Richard Weeks
October 19-20, I had the opportunity of representing IofC-
International at a conference in Toronto, organized by the UN-
affiliated University for Peace, on Capacity Building for
Peace and Development: Roles of the Diaspora. This “expert
forum” brought together just over a hundred academics,
officials and practitioners in the fields of peace-building and
development as well as representatives of Canadian diaspora
communities.

As part of a panel in the opening plenary, I was able to present
IofC as an international, multi-faith trust-building network
engaged in encouraging, supporting and facilitating diaspora-
inspired peace-building and reconciliation initiatives. I gave
the example of a refugee from Sudan, whom we first met
when he was working as a security guard at our local bank.
We helped him set up the Sudan Civil Society Peace-building
Initiative and he was subsequently offered training in
community-based conflict resolution at the Canadian Institute
for Conflict Resolution and went on to study for his Masters in
Conflict studies. He was part of a team that delivered conflict
resolution training on the ground in Sudan and three years
running brought delegations from Sudan and the Sudanese
diaspora to the Agenda for Reconciliation conferences at
Caux. He is now back in Juba, at the request of the
Government of South Sudan, to lead a team responsible for
sensitive peace negotiations.

The main conclusions and recommendations from the
conference had to do with avenues of research aimed at
minimizing the negative and enhancing the positive influence
of diasporas and clarifying roles and responsibilities of
diasporas and host countries. For IofC, contacts made at a
forum like this are invaluable in terms of new friends and
potential partnerships. For me personally it was a great gift to
be part of this forum, so deftly chaired by Mohamed Sahnoun,
and to have an avant-goût – foretaste – of the great experience
that is in store for us as he assumes the presidency of IofC-
International.

Mohamed Sahnoun and Richard Weeks at the Diaspora Conference



“Back to the Basics” workshop   Imelda Walker &
Jessie Henthorn
Three members of our IofC Toronto team attended this
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) workshop in Niagara Falls,
Ontario, on November 18, conducted by Wally Patton from
Tucson, Arizona.  Wally has authored the book Back to
Basics, but his presentation was focused primarily on The
Oxford Group’s meetings and original program as contained
in AA’s “big book.”

We were impressed with the presentation at the workshop to
some 62 members of AA.  Wally introduced us as members of
Initiatives of Change whose beginning was The Oxford
Group, and several people came to speak with us later.  The
Third Step of AA, “Made a decision to turn our will and our
lives over to God as we understood Him” was emphasized by
Wally as one of the most important through which is received
the spiritual power to live in sobriety.  It was a most
encouraging and inspiring workshop.

REGINA

Making Peace with Earth: Linking Peace, Social Justice,
and Environment   Gwen McLean
More than 200 people took part in a one-day conference called
Making Peace with Earth, held on October 28, at Knox-
Metropolitan United Church, Regina. Jean Parker and Gwen
McLean, local IofC supporters, attended some of the
workshops, and were joined in the afternoon by ex-Caux
Scholar Atif Shujah from the University of Regina.  A display
table featuring IofC in Canada drew in a number of interested
delegates.

One of the inspiring workshops, Religion and Racism, was
presented by a group of Muslims and Jews from Saskatoon
who were brought together by the crisis in Israel and Palestine.
This led to four years of meeting regularly to discuss issues
from the point of view of their respective religions. Having
achieved trust amongst themselves, they were able to share

their faith-based convictions of peace and justice with their
respective communities of faith and bring them together for
special celebration services. One of the Muslims said that the
group had realized that reconciliation has to start within each
one of them before they can meet with one another and then
with their communities.

CALGARY

Building trust across OUR world’s divides   Alex Ramirez
With the purpose of pursuing the objective the IofC Club at
the University of Calgary set for this year of building trust
across students from different racial, cultural and religious
backgrounds, the executive of the club is approaching other
organizations in and out of campus with the proposal of
preparing an event for March 2007. The topic for the event is
UofC: A community of communities and will bring together all
the different clubs on campus that are based on a religion,
culture or ethnic group. We expect to come out of the event
with a greater harmony and understanding of each other. We
don’t intend to force groups to work together, but knowing
each other better would certainly come in handy in a city
that’s growing as fast as Calgary. Already the Development
Studies Club and the International Relations Students
Association have joined us in the planning and we are
expecting two more clubs to come to the team.

VANCOUVER

Vancouver team shares ideas   Anne Hartnell
Fourteen people from across the Lower Mainland gathered
over supper in the home of Klaus Pfuetzner, to share news and
to discuss the reason and basis for future meetings. Addressing
the questions: “Why do we meet?” “What do we value in this
fellowship?” a discussion developed as people shared their
experiences and hopes.

 “I attend lots of meetings but only in this IofC group do I see
people mixing outside of their cultural and faith group,” said
an environmentalist. Others wanted more public events to
introduce their friends to IofC. “The meeting is not the goal.
What should IofC be involved in locally?”

There was interest in using the new film The Imam and the
Pastor to encourage dialogues between the different faith
groups. This true story deals with the issues of violence and
revenge and forgiveness. The group also heard of a project
that one of the team, Jessie Sutherland, has pioneered and
developed working with Simon Fraser University, Centre for
Dialogue. She would like IofC to partner with her, and others,
on this, as the project Finding Home ties in so well with the
concept of Towards a Community of Communities: From
Solitudes to Partnership.

Ideas for events next year are now being explored.

Please send articles (maximum 250 words) for the next Newsletter by February 16, 2007 to the Editor, Hilary Kariotis hilaryka@telus.net

Donations for any of these initiatives or to support the
general expenses of IofC can be made online at:

www.ca.iofc.org (click on Donate Now)
or by mailing a cheque to:  The Treasurer, Suite 400,

609 14th Street NW, Calgary, AB  T2N 2A1
Contributions to this work are tax deductible.

For more information about the work of
Initiatives of Change, please email

ic.canada@ca.iofc.org or visit the web site:
www.ca.iofc.org


