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GLOBAL CONSULTATION, KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

Michael Prior and Rosalind Weeks represented Canada at this event and share
some of their experiences.

Shifting the Thinking of Nations
 – Rosalind Weeks
Thirty-eight delegates gathered in Genting, Malaysia, for the bi-annual Global
Consultation of Initiatives of Change, March 8-15. It was a special joy for me to return to
Asia – where I had spent 4 years with IofC – after a long absence. As a member of the
preparation team, I was able to get to know the delegates individually in the preceding
months.

The Malaysia Consultation differed from earlier such meetings in several important
aspects. The focus this time was on a particular region of the world (Asia). Non-Asian
participants were privileged to visit one of seven Asian countries immediately before
coming to Malaysia, to support the IofC teams and deepen their knowledge of the region.
This proved a very enriching experience and an invaluable tool in informing our
discussions.

A second unique feature, related to the first, was the participation of several well-known
and highly regarded Asian figures, such as Nobel nominee Dr. Sulak Sivaraksa,
Indonesian elder statesmen Dr. Rozy Munir and Habib Chirzin, Son Soubert who is a
renowned voice from Cambodia and who serves on his country’s Constitutional Council,
and the world-renowned Malaysian Islamic scholar Dr. Chandra Muzaffar. Their
interaction with the younger IofC participants was exciting.

A third, striking aspect was the boldness of the agenda – “What is IofC’s role in shifting
the living and thinking of nations and continents?” This question was twinned with the
search for how to better communicate what IofC has to offer to a world that needs this
idea but has largely not heard about it. Dr. Muzaffar, in particular, offered some insights
on the theme. And a team is already working on ways to enhance communications to a
wider audience, outside the IofC network.

I left the Consultation with a renewed feeling of hope and excitement over the
possibilities that lie ahead if we are faithful to our calling to be world “change makers.”

The Global Consultation proved to be an inspirational affair!
 – Dr. Michael B. Prior
The young Asians were fully involved, as were others, in discerning a vision of their
countries’ future. Together we started developing plans for changing the thinking and
living in our respective homelands. Noted Asian scholars from Thailand and Indonesia
challenged us to be vigilant, reflective and active in righting past wrongs and taking part
in creating the future!

As a part of the Consultation, a new International Council was selected, and many offline
conversations ensued. Some were of a business nature (e.g., Global Communications) and
others were attempts at reconciliation. In all, the experience was most worthwhile in
helping me understand IofC’s role in the global context.

For further details contact the Calgary office ic.canada@ca.iofc.org or the National
Coordinator annehartnell@ca.iofc.org.

Initiatives of Change

— Building trust across the world’s
divides —

Initiatives of Change (IofC) is an
international association of people of
all nationalities, cultures, religions
and beliefs who work towards
change locally and globally, starting
with change in their own lives.

Formerly Mora l  Re-armament
(MRA), Initiatives of Change has
been working for peaceful change
and development in the whole world
for more than seventy years.

The aims of IofC include:

• Healing the wounds of history
that sustain cycles of revenge,
especially where cultures and
civilization meet.

• Rebuilding a sense of community
and hope in cities and tackling
the causes of racial and
communal discrimination.

• Forging networks among people
from different cultures and faiths
based on a shared commitment
to work for reconciliation, justice
and peace.

In Canada, IofC is officially
registered as a charitable organiza-
tion under the name of Initiatives of
Change Association (Canada).

Contributions to this work are tax
deductible.

For more information please email
to:

ic.canada@ca.iofc.org
or visit the web site:

www.iofc.org
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Visit to Korea March 3-8 – Dr. Michael B. Prior
The intense pre-consultation visit to Korea was well arranged
by Dr. Kwang-Sun Cha, Secretary General, ably assisted by
Mr. Hee-Jun Ahn, Director, both of MRA/IC Korea. With the
Crown Hotel as a base, Chris Evans (UK), Megumi
Kanematsu (Japan), and I had a full schedule of interactions
with Board Members, Secondary School Students, University
Students, university aged youths and their teachers. In
addition, we visited with Hoseo University’s President and the
leaders of the National Youth Centre.

The National Youth Centre and the Faculty of Social Sciences
at Hoseo University are two important venues that might
enable honest conversations to take place between the Korean
elders and the youth.  As more trust and understanding is
established between these two groups, they can more
effectively work together to address the needs of the country.

I am impressed by Dr. Cha’s dedication and vision in bringing
together youth from China, Taiwan, Japan and Korea.
Building trust across the world’s divides is in the forefront
here.

Live Together or Perish Together
(Notes from the talk given by Dr. Chandra Muzaffar at the
Consultation) – Rosalind Weeks

We are at a critical juncture in human history. Cultures and
religions are forced to confront/interact with each other, due to
technological advances and natural disasters. For millennia we
have been ignorant, prejudiced, hostile, and shed each other’s
blood. The challenge now is: either we learn to live together
on the basis of certain foundational principles, or we perish
together.

What is the problem between Islam and the West? Is it related
to religious differences or is there something else? At the level
of doctrines there are great similarities. I suggest that the real
problem is power. Most of the Muslim world was colonized
by the West. Now the post-colonial world has a pattern of
dominance and control, in which Muslims see themselves as
victims. Oil is the lifeblood of Western civilization. Most of
the oil in the world flows beneath the feet of Muslims.

What can IofC and other groups do? New centres of power are
emerging, but on the same basis as now – economic
advancement. This is why those who speak from an ethical
perspective have such an important role to play. I would like
to see China, as it ascends, reflect some of the values that are
at the heart of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism.  That is
the strength of IofC. You link the transcendent with values in
a very universal way without going through the mediation of a
particular religious tradition or culture. Zen Buddhists say we
should look at the moon, not at the finger pointing to the
moon. We have become too obsessed with our own texts and
doctrines. We live by values because we believe in something
beyond ourselves.

- YOUTH NEWS -

Tools for Change – A New Conference at Caux
Caux is known as a unique environment for personal change
as well as dialogue and healing between alienated groups. The
Initiatives of Change Development team, together with the
International Council, has been thinking about Caux as a
learning institute that teaches vital life skills. From July 14-21
2006, Tools for Change will be launched. It offers a week’s
conference dedicated to personal change and development –
discovering and heightening skills that will enable participants
to be part of the healing and transformation of the world.
Canadians from Montréal, Québec City and Calgary have
registered for it.

The Initiatives of Change Club at the University of
Calgary –Janyce Konkin
The main focus of the Club for the past couple of months has
been on the delegation attending the Tools for Change
conference described above. The following four students have
been chosen to attend:

Janyce Konkin hopes to learn how to transfer her personal
beliefs and strengths into positive attributes that will not only
help our UofC Club, but also stay with her as she enters the
global workforce.

Leann Marsh has had the opportunity to travel extensively and
hopes to contribute to building bridges of understanding and
tolerance between cultures.

Jane Morgan is very much looking forward to the conference
at Caux; to meeting new people from diverse backgrounds and
being able to learn and share international lessons on world
peace.

Kalkidan (Kal) Workneh is originally from Ethiopia and has
joined the delegation with the hope of learning new skills and
changing her outlook on the world at large.

The work of the UofC Club has largely focused these last
couple of months on raising funds for the Caux delegation
through various initiatives involving the local business
community, students, and the general public. In April we
raised nearly $400 by raffling gift packages and currently we
have a different kind of raffle underway. The prize is a 36"
square hand-quilted African scene wall-hanging, made from
authentic African fabric that Janyce brought back from her trip
to Ghana last year. Janyce’s sister is donating her time and
quilt-making skills to sew the quilt.

We also have other small fundraisers in the planning stage,
including a car wash, a garage sale, a recipe book, other gift
baskets and baked goods. Our major fundraiser will be selling
tickets to a fun dance instruction event held at several venues
on the same night.

For more information on any of these topics contact:
Alex Ramirez alex.ramirez@ca.iofc.org

If you would prefer to receive the Newsletter by email, please email us at
ic.canada@ca.iofc.org
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- GLOBAL INDIGENOUS DIALOGUE -

GID: People Shaping its Vision and Actions
– Monica Heincke
The Global Indigenous Dialogue (GID) is developing as we
find ways to facilitate the realization of a vision in which
people find spaces to connect and reconnect with the roots of
their identity and the overall universal spirit. So far we have
had meetings and conference calls with people supporting the
GID, in order to shape it, along with a few events and
preparations for GID 2006.

In Alberta, some of the GID team visited the First Nations
Morley School. Trent Fox, Alana Labelle, Natalia Ghilascu,
Tina Fox, Keith and Joy Newman, and Monica Heincke spoke
to one of the classes and shared their understanding about
IofC, GID and the importance of youth participation.  This
was also a learning experience for the team.

GID team with students and teachers at Morley School

Aboriginal Cultural Evening: On April 22, Natalia Ghilascu
coordinated a GID fundraising event in the form of an
Aboriginal Cultural Evening, commemorating Earth Day.
Several speakers and performers inspired participants to
reflect on different indigenous perspectives. Keith Newman
talked about the history of IofC, and Lewis Cardinal and
Monica presented the main ideas about GID. Natalia and Trent
coordinated the speakers, Alvin Manytopyes, Tina Fox, Dan
Crane and Lee Crowchild, who shared insights from their own
life experiences on different matters related to indigenous
people. And, important to this event, the traditional dances of
the group Red Thunder – the next generation gave lots of life
and inspiration about spiritual values and life ways. The event
raised over a thousand dollars.

A GID Booklet is being developed that aims to give a taste of
the history of indigenous peoples around the world and their
connection with MRA/IofC over the past 70 years, in Caux
and elsewhere. A number of photos will add a visual
dimension to this colourful past. It will also contain quotes
from people who have become involved more recently. The
introduction by Lewis Cardinal, a Cree from Northern Alberta,
presents the vision of what GID hopes to do. In order to
recover the costs, this booklet will be on sale by the beginning
of July at $10 each or $8 each for 10 or more. If you would

like to order and pay for your copies in advance, that would be
a great help. Contact Joy Newman   joy.newman@ca.iofc.org.

Preparations are underway for GID 2006 this summer at Caux.
Under the theme Understanding our Roots, from Healing to
Harmony, we are planning the celebration of Indigenous
Peoples’ Day on August 9, with morning prayers, traditional
ceremonies, and other events. We are hoping to have an
indigenous people mini-film festival, as well as marketing and
other workshops, to enrich the Agenda for Reconciliation
Conference. We would also like to address current issues by
an activity that will foster a dialogue exploring tensions and
common grounds between indigenous spiritual values and
interests in resource extractive industries, such as oil. We are
hoping that financial support will allow various delegates to
attend, and this year GID will continue its development
towards its global vision.

- VANCOUVER, B.C. -

Muslim Youth Conference, Vancouver – Anne Hartnell

A pioneering initiative brought together young Muslims from
Vancouver, Richmond and Surrey on Saturday May 20.
Gathering to discuss the theme Concerns of  Muslim Youth
Living in the West, 30 people spent the afternoon at Kwantlen
University College in Surrey. The youth, whose ages ranged
from 15 to 25, sat in animated groups to share and discuss
their concerns.

Discussion group at the Muslim Youth Conference

In his concluding remarks, Shawkat Hasan, formerly with the
UN and a current member of the Richmond, BC Intercultural
Advisory Committee and one of the initiators of the event,
suggested that the youth consider a follow-up session and be
the ones to organize and facilitate it.

The event was co-sponsored by The Muslim Youth
Association and Initiatives of Change. The President of the
Muslim Youth Centre in Surrey, Asgar Husain, one of the
organizers, shared his vision for the youth as he was
interviewed by Arab Media TV and shown on Channel M (the
multicultural channel). Also interviewed were Prakash Joshi,
Shawkat Hasan, and Chris and Anne Hartnell.
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- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Annual General Meeting near Québec City – Estelle Drouvin/Anne Hartnell

Over the weekend of April 7-9, 44 people gathered at St. Augustin-de-
Desmaures, a conference centre near Québec City, for the Annual General
Meeting of Initiatives of Change Canada. Welcoming everyone on Friday
evening was the Regional Coordinator Lucie Pagé.

A local band Tricoté Serré gave a
wonderful flavour of Québec
culture with their feet-tapping and
hands-clapping music.

On Saturday morning the official part of the AGM took place. The membership accepted the nomination report recommending names
for Council for the year.  Doreen Johnson removed her name from the list just prior to the AGM because of health reasons.

________________________________________

New Canadian Council
The new Council of Management elected includes returning members Michael Prior (Chair);
Bill Parker (Treasurer); Lorne Braun (Vice-Chair); Adalbert Oto-Nguini, and Fessaha Weri.
They are joined by newly elected Lucie Pagé (Secretary), with a 7th member to be co-opted.
(Editor’s note:  Since the AGM, Joy Newman from Calgary has been elected to
the Council.)

Thanks were expressed to Ken Simms and Doreen Johnson for their years of
service on the Council. Richard Weeks stepped down as Corporate Secretary
and much appreciation was voiced for the invaluable role he has carried. Bruce
Murray presented his last financial report as he retires on June 30. Gratitude
was expressed for the excellent work that Bruce has carried out over the years.

________________________________________

IofC Administration Changes
Bill Parker told those present that most of the administration of the legal body of IofC Canada has moved to Calgary from Ottawa,
although the office and official address will remain in Ottawa for the time being. There was discussion on the 2006 Budget and
concern expressed about the large projected deficit. The budget was passed and Council will re-examine ways to reduce the deficit. An
extra meeting is planned for June 17 in Calgary to address this further.

Office Administrator: Leann Marsh is the new Office Administrator for IofC Canada. She is bilingual and
working part-time in the Calgary IofC office, joining Alex and Monica Ramirez. She can be reached by email
at ic.calgary@ca.iofc.org or by mail at Suite #400, 609 14th Street NW, Calgary, AB T2N 2A1.

Accountant: Dick Morton is stepping in to replace the present accountant Bruce Murray who retires at the end
of June.

________________________________________

Process of Healing and Reconciliation Towards 2008
During part of Saturday afternoon, all the AGM participants turned their focus on the next step of the concept Towards a Community
of Communities: from Solitudes to Partnership. After being reminded of the vision of this Canadian project and listening to the
presentation of the report by the Steering Committee established at the last Canadian Consultation, the participants met in small
discussion groups.

To the question “Should we go ahead with the initiative Towards a Community of Communities: from Solitudes to Partnership?” the
vast majority replied “Yes.” Then opportunity was given for convictions, comments, and questions for the Steering Committee
responsible for the preparation; here are some of the comments:

• It seems a daunting task, but will bear fruit through our willingness, courage and obedience to God’s leading.

• It is necessary to start with oneself; the first step of the process should therefore be within each IofC team.
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QUÉBEC, APRIL 7-9, 2006 -

• The process should not be carried out in an identical manner throughout the country. Yes to a common approach, no to
uniformity. For example: in Vancouver, many people are not aware of the Francophone/Anglophone solitudes, but
rather think of the Caucasian/Asian solitudes.

• How does it differ from activities already carried out by IofC?

• Who can be our partners? We need to learn how to build better working relationships.

• What kind of celebration in 2008? It will also be the centennial year of Frank Buchman’s experience of change.

• It is important that a person’s relationship with God is deepened, otherwise any “bridge building” cannot be sustained.

The exchange ended with a talking circle, where everyone expressed some of the ways they would like to be involved in the process.
People were ready to support phase one of a plan of action, from now until the Consultation in Calgary on September 14-17. Some felt
they had already begun interacting with various communities in their area, and some have ideas of possible activities.

Three subcommittees have been formed within the Steering Committee to address specific issues that will provide local teams
with relevant information. More people are invited to join this exploration. If you are interested in being on a subcommittee or have
ideas to share, then please email the facilitator for that group.  The three subcommittees are:

1.  Defining terms and collecting examples and/or models on: Process-Journey, Community Building, Acknowledgement, Healing,
Reconciliation, Forgiveness, and Repentance.   Louise Lanctôt, loualaretraite@hotmail.com , Michael Prior, Fesseha Fre Weri

2.  Fact finding on the four solitudes, major history dates and events since contact with the First Nations, exploration of current
issues in the country, opportunities and concerns, new openings for the future related to what we need to be aware of and
want to dialogue on.   Gwen McLean, gwenmclean@accesscomm.ca , Jean Parker, Lucie Pagé, Anne Hartnell.

3.  Making sure our fellowship is kept informed and included. Exploring tools available and ways to create others.
Preparing suggestions regarding budgeting and fundraising.
Laurent Gagnon, l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org , Rosalind Weeks, Joy Newman

________________________________________

Saturday Evening Panel - Living Life to the Full – Lucie Pagé
On Saturday evening, three Québecers who had created space for peace in their own lives and had said “yes” to life by finding
direction, vitality and forgiveness, spoke from their hearts:

Jacques Kurtness, a native university professor, used diagrams and drawings to
explain the evolution of native people who have experienced different directions
of change; saying how important direction is geographically, individually and
collectively.

Molly Richard came from England to Canada at the age of 4 and got married to a
French Canadian. She gave examples of how she mixes easily with both English
and French speaking communities in the very unilingual rural village where she
lives. Mrs. Richard values the authentic human relationships and lives with a
“joie de vive” she generously shares with children and handicapped people.

Jacques Simoneau, a policeman for 33 years, experienced a very moving reconciliation. He had to go against the will of his colleagues
to meet a murderer who wanted to ask forgiveness. The task was very hard for him also; so he prayed for God’s help to grant
forgiveness and felt like a huge stone removed from his chest and a wonderful feeling of peace as he let go of his own hatred.
Forgiveness and reconciliation led him to living his faith.

________________________________________

A Well-deserved Getaway – Estelle Drouvin
After the close of the AGM on Sunday, some of the participants went for a visit to Old Québec before returning to their respective
provinces, and nine chose to respond to Louise Lanctôt’s proposal to stay another night and go and discover her mother’s region of
birth on the Monday.

So off we went for a one-day trip, with cars following each other up
along the St-Lawrence River where we enjoyed spectacular views of
the sea running alongside the mountains and journeyed through
picturesque villages. We stopped for lunch at Baie-Saint-Paul, known
as the Artists’ Paradise, where we visited art galleries. The highlight
of the tour was a visit to the Manoir Richelieu, a luxurious hotel
representing the “Charleboix Belle Epoque” of the early 20th Century.

Jacques Simoneau, Molly Richard, Jacques Kurtness
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New DVD titles now available from MRA Productions

A number of new DVD titles are now available from MRA Productions North America.
These include For the Love of Tomorrow in English and French. This important film about a

resistance heroine in World War II and healer of wounds, Iréne Laure went on to work tirelessly
to reconcile France and Germany. Produced by David Channer for FLT Films.   Cdn $30.00 plus postage.

For a full catalogue of more than 16 available titles now on DVD and to place your orders email: mraproductions@ca.iofc.org

Treasurer’s Update – Bill Parker
While our donor base remains faithful and we show a slight
increase in donations, our expenditures continue to exceed
income indicating that finances will be tight for the next
quarter. The Council of Management will be responsible for
reviewing the 2006 budget and looking at fundraising progress
reports from Project heads and Regional Coordinators at its
Calgary meeting on June 17.

Fundraising
Several innovative fundraising events are taking place,
including:

Calgary:

_ An Aboriginal Cultural Evening was held in April as a GID
fundraiser.

_ The IofC Club at the University has raised money to send
their delegation to Caux with many exciting initiatives
including raffles, a car wash, a garage sale, a recipe book,
gift baskets, baked goods, dance lessons.

Vancouver:

_ A garage sale was held in May and there are plans for
another garage sale and a strawberry tea.

Montréal:

_ Also held a garage sale in May – a popular event at this time
of year!

What fundraising events for Initiatives of Change has your
community come up with?  Share your ideas with us for the
next issue.   Editor.  (Hilary Kariotis hilaryka@telus.net)

Throughout this Newsletter, we have read quite a bit about the
journey towards 2008 and about subcommittees being formed
to explore ways of engaging in the process.

The following piece tells of another dimension to that journey
– a personal dimension that challenges us to look inward as
well as outward.  The writer shares about the importance of
acknowledging and changing negative attitudes in our own
lives in order to gain the freedom to pursue the positive
change we long for in Canada and throughout the world.

Is Freedom Yours? - Joy Newman
In 2008 we will be celebrating 100 years since Frank
Buchman had his first experience in Keswick, UK, sharing
with his roommate an apology he had made to six men he
hated. It was this apology that freed him from a hate that
bound him to those men.

Some time ago, I felt this freedom after being honest about the
kind of person I really was, and after acknowledging attitudes
that were not team building.  This was something I was not
aware of, but something a friend helped me to see. I have
since discovered that it is a continuing process and as I am
honest, a relief and freedom comes.  It’s not always easy but it
is the kind of open life I have committed myself to live.

The International Panel of Elders, of which I am one, has
recognized that within our own international community, there
are divides and hurts that need healing. This is hindering our
work personally and as a global family. As Elders, we are
taking the opportunity of the commemoration of 100 years of
Frank Buchman’s first experience, and 70 years since his
speech at Visby, Sweden, to suggest that we each seek places
where there is division, unhealed hurts, and niggling feelings
within us and to put them right by the year 2008.

(Visby, Sweden, was the location for an MRA assembly, when
Buchman challenged his team to move beyond personal
change to see how to affect change in the world.)

Note on the Panel of Elders
Joy Newman is a member of the IofC International Panel of
Elders, an independent group of ten individuals with a wide
background knowledge and understanding of IofC’s world
fellowship. They are people who care deeply for IofC, and
their role is to provide resources of wisdom and experience.
They take action when asked to do so by the International
Council, or by a national body or individuals, or when they
themselves are aware of a need. They work for healing and
reconciliation within our fellowship and with others who have
been involved.

A Financial Note:

If you would like to have a part in supporting
any of the activities that you see in this
Newsletter or the general expenses of
Initiatives of Change in Canada, gifts and
donations are very welcome and are tax
deductible. Cheques should be made
payable to Initiatives of Change and sent to:

The Treasurer,
Suite #400, 609 14th Street NW,
Calgary, AB T2N 2A1.
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- CANADIANS SERVING ABROAD -

Action for Life, Phnom Penh, Cambodia – Peter Heyes

(Peter arrived in Cambodia in May from Malaysia and travels
on to Indonesia for the Asia Pacific Youth Conference [APYC]
in July, returning to Canada in August.)

For me, it’s always a fine balancing act – how to be fully
occupied with the Action for Life program while at the same
time caring for our Cambodian hosts.

Over a weekend in May we joined a group of university
students under the banner “Student’s Heart.” They have
adopted a number of villages in a very poor area, and they do
what they can to help uplift their standard of living, education,
health and general well-being. We had been asked to create a
games period lasting 3 hours on the first day and a session for
3 hours on “Personal Growth” on the second day.

After the sessions, we spent time with the students so we
could learn their stories and to share our stories too. It’s a
great way to get to know people better. One friend had come
with us for the weekend and he told us that when the Khmer
Rouge started, he had an extended family of 58 people. By the
end of the Pol Pot regime there were only two people left.
He’d been “adopted” by an Australian friend. We asked him
how it happened. He said, “Rob came to our refugee camp; I
was looking for a family and he was looking for a son.” Very
simply told, but full of meaning.

We were impressed with the kindness of the people and their
gentleness. Our hosts apologized to us for our discomfort in
the Spartan conditions and the heat, but I said that one day of
discomfort was nothing when compared with an entire year of
sleeping in a comfortable bed. At least our time with them
gave us a better understanding of how poorer rural people live.

In mid-May we met the representatives of the Muslim youth in
the city. They were forced out of Vietnam in the 1800s but are
now integrated into the community here. Next, we go to the
main English medium university in town and then we start
planning for a weekend program with Muslim youth in the
rural areas.

I’m helping the local IofC team to make plans for the
upcoming APYC which this time is in Indonesia. We need to
raise over US$8000 if we are going to take 15 Cambodians to
the conference. It’s great staying in the centre – in the house I
bought for the young IofC team here. It’s well cared for and
used greatly. Tonight the full-time worker, Ngan, arrived from
Vietnam to talk with the local team about the Cambodian-
Vietnam Dialogue that will soon take place for the fourth time.
They no longer meet as representatives of two countries, but
rather as friends and members of a bigger family.

There’s never a dull moment in this part of the world.

For more information on Action for Life, see www.afl.iofc.org

Aron Tegenfeldt, China/Burma Border
Aron Tegenfeldt, a former Caux Scholar, was recently in
China. He writes that it has been a very busy but productive 16
days as he develops contacts with local people along the
China/Burma border. He has met with NGOs and health
administrators, civil society heads, and teachers. His plan is to
team up with a group doing HIV awareness, incorporating that
subject into workshops that also include both English and
peace-building training. There is a great need for training in
those subject areas, he reports, and many who have expressed
interest in attending once the workshops are organized.

Asia Plateau, Panchgani India, January-March
 – Gwen McLean
This is the MRA/IofC Training Centre located in the Western
Ghats, and overlooking the beautiful Krishna Valley. It is in
the state of Maharashtra, in which Mumbai (Bombay) is
located.

The Centre is owned by the “Friends of Moral re-Armament
(India)”, an educational charitable, public trust. Asia Plateau is
well used by many groups for seminars, training sessions and
conferences, including: students from Pune, multifaith
Chaplains of the Indian Army, office workers and managers,
and families.

I was invited to go to Asia Plateau by members of the
International Council and others with whom I have previously
worked. My work there included: helping young people with
their English, serving in the kitchen, acting as a nurse, and
working in the library to record and place the books that
Geraldine Hughes sent from Oakville. Fortunately, I was also
able to attend the programs and be part of the family groups
that worked together and attended the discussion groups.

As always, it was a most rewarding time and forced me to
view the world in a new way with yet more understanding of
other cultures. The young people from the former Communist
countries tested and challenged me. May the knowledge and
experience I have gained, be of use to the council and the
work of IofC in Canada.

Gwen McLean (middle row, third from the right) at Asia Plateau

For further information on any of the articles, please contact the National Coordinator,
Anne Hartnell   annehartnell@ca.iofc.org
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- UPCOMING EVENTS -

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

National Day of Healing and Reconciliation, took place on May 26, 2006, in Edmonton
The launch of the 2006 National Day of Healing and Reconciliation (NDHR) Campaign was hosted by the City of Edmonton and the
NDHR Planning Committee. Some of the local IofC members were involved in the planning.  The “Circle of Unity” Event took place
at City Hall at 12 Noon, following the Western Municipalities Aboriginal Gathering, and featured cultural music and dance and
speakers from Arab Jewish Women’s Peace Coalition.
For more information visit the NDHR website www.ndhr.ca
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ethics and Economic Partners: June 3, 2006, Montréal
Monthly meeting of this IofC group which was initiated in February. Their aim is to form a network with others who are already
committed to this aspect of life.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Open Homes – Listening Hearts (5th Annual Event)

     -Québec City: Sunday June 11, 2006, 2 p.m.
Theme:  For a better world – A deeper look at the knowledge of the World Women’s Charter for Humanity.

    -Montréal: Saturday June 17, 2006, 10:30 a.m. as part of the Montréal Peace Festival activities.
Theme: Welcoming the ‘other’ and forgiveness – tools to promote peaceful societies.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Canadians to Caux, July 6-August 17, 2006
This summer, people from various parts of Canada will be making their way to the international
conference centre for Initiatives of Change, in Caux, Switzerland. The overall theme of the
conference is Globalizing Integrity, Personalizing Integrity. Participants from Québec City and
Montréal, along with students from Calgary, will take part in the sessions on Tools for Change,
while a university student from Ottawa is participating in the Caux Scholars Program. Three
young Canadians from Toronto, Ottawa, and Calgary are going to serve for a month as Interns
to help in the service area, diet kitchen, and with technical assistance.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Canadian Consultation, Calgary, September 14-17, 2006
The 2006 Canadian Consultation will take place in Calgary, Alberta from supper time on Thursday, September 14 and ending with
lunch on Sunday, September 17 at the FCJ Christian Life Centre, 219 – 19th Street SW.  The cost is $85 (plus taxes), per person per
day for meals and accommodation. The number of participants will be kept to a maximum of 30.
Contact person is Monica Lopez   monica@ca.iofc.org

Consultation Agenda - Consultation Planning Committee
The timing of this year’s Consultation is earlier than previous years. Therefore, it is not too early to start thinking about who will
represent your area.  It’s more effective to have fewer people participating with the backing and input from their local teams. We ask
that you do begin to think about what areas of our Initiatives of Change life and programs you would like to see discussed and where
priorities should be focused in the coming years.

At the IofC AGM in Québec City, the Members decided that one national focus would be to continue working towards some form of
celebration of what has been achieved across the country in our journey toward Canada as a Community of Communities in 2008.  See
the AGM report in this Newsletter for details of the subcommittees that will be exploring various aspects of this process. Another
topic for the agenda is Communications: Strategy, Methods and Means. What do we have, what do we need, how can they be used in
the most effective way?

Email ideas/suggestions to the National Coordinator  annehartnell@ca.iofc.org
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send articles for the next Newsletter by September 12, 2006 to the Editor,
Hilary Kariotis   hilaryka@telus.net
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