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Excitement  is mounting. Participants are registering from 
across the country. Plans are coming together for the 
weekend’s programme. The ceremony and historical 
vignettes on the Plains of Abraham are being carefully 
thought through and developed in conjunction with a 
specially created committee called Heritage and Sharing. 
Local teams are putting together presentations of what  they 
have been doing and will continue to undertake in  order to 
share them with  others from across Canada. On Sunday 
morning there will be an Intergenerational session 
facilitated by a team of under 40s. For anyone under 40 
planning to attend the weekend gathering, please contact 
Genevieve LeBaron gclebaron@gmail.com or Alex 
Ramirez alex.ramirez@ca.iofc.org .
Many people are learning much about 
themselves in the process. Within the 
Canadian context, Nathalie Roberge 
from Cap-Santé says “The enthusiasm 
and the creative ideas of the Quebec 
team around the May gathering, its 
relevancy  and depth, all made it  clear to 
me: I must  go. As it  coincides with my 
birthday, I told my children not to make 
plans for me that  weekend. Being an 
educator with the young ones, I am concerned with the 
future generations and the quality of the world they will 
inherit. But I  also need to prepare myself in allowing the 
‘others’ to challenge my convictions, my perceptions.”
A woman in B.C. is delighted to have found an opportunity 
through work to take French language classes.
Through his involvement with the Métis of Northern 
Alberta, Michael Prior has learned chapters of Canadian 
history through the eyes of these nomadic Aboriginal 
Peoples and has written a paper to  be published in  the 
Spring Edition of the Canadian Executive Service 
Organization’s (CESO) Magazine Focus.

Our monthly “circles of dialogue” in Quebec City continue. 
It is so meaningful for us to  be fed by the inspiring legacy 
of Frank Buchman and by articles from Changer 
International! Part  of our session together is an intentional 
period of collective discernment on the preparations for the 
May gathering.

Beyond our borders, guests from the USA, France and UK, 
as well as other places, are coming to learn and to share 
their own experiences in  community building and to get a 
flavour of the Quebec culture.
Financial contributions are being received from many 
quarters. One businessman in BC who cannot  attend as his 
son will be married the same weekend decided to contribute 
$400 through the 400 Club. A senior citizen, unable to go, 

sent  in a contribution towards the 
fare of someone from her 
province. A Labour Relations 
Consultant  will attend with some 
of his family and offered to pay 
one night’s accommodation for 
someone who may have difficulty 
paying all the costs. Funding is 
needed to help assist some who 
cannot  cover all their expenses 
and to that end fundraising 

activities are being planned in areas across the country.
There is still space for people to take part in this weekend. 
New people are encouraged to participate. Register soon, 
noting that the  deadline is  April 10th. Mailing address for 
registration  and initial payment  is: Initiatives of Change, 
1450 rue James-Bowen, Quebec, QC G1Y 2T8. For an 
invitation and supporting material or for further 
information, contact  the Calgary or Montreal Office or your 
Regional Co-ordinator.
This gathering can be the springboard for the next steps we 
take as we continue to build the trust  and new partnerships 
between the four solitudes. Each one of you is needed and 
can have a part.

Michael Prior, Laurent Gagnon

Dialogue and time of listening related to needs in terms of 
orientations, financial matters and decision making are 
precious to keep the vision clear and in full solidarity. This 
helps to bind us as a group and to prepare ourselves to 
welcome the participants with joy and gratitude.

Paule Charbonneau

“The Encounter” of peoples and 
cultures—the theme of the 
Quebec City’s 400th anniversary
—is an appropriate fit with the 
message and the commitment of 
Initiatives of Change.

Approaching the Quebec City 
Gathering May 23-25

Groupe Changer
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In Western Canada

In  January, the people of western 
Canada were thrilled to welcome Imam 
Muhammad Ashafa and Pastor James 
Wuye from Kaduna, Nigeria for a 26-
day visit.

During their  stay from January 11 to 
February 6, James and Ashafa spoke at 
events in  seven  cities from Victoria, 
B.C. to Calgary, Alberta and most  of 
the cities making up  Metro Vancouver. 
Encountering mild rain and wind to 
snow and -49 degrees, the men put on 
more layers and cheerfully went  on to 
meet people and answer a myriad of 
questions. They were interviewed by 
CBC radio in Victoria, Vancouver and 
Calgary. Many of the community 
newspapers carried reports, interviews 
and photos. Ethnic media personnel 
attended events and wrote reports 
reaching an  audience far beyond the 
local area.

The two men engaged with people 
from First Nations Longhouse to City 
Hall, from High  School to  University, 
from churches and mosques to 
community  centres, from restaurants to 
having meals in many  homes. Their 
story of reconciliation, their humour, 
a n d t h e a u t h e n t i c i t y o f t h e i r 
relationship touched hearts and gave 
hope. They challenged each audience 
and person to reach out  “beyond 
tolerating the other person” to knowing 
and respecting each  other. James and 
Ashafa often remarked about  the 
diversity they saw in this part  of 
Canada and challenged us not  to  be 
complacent. “You are proud of your 
culture and diversity. Do you care for 
your neighbour? If you live without 
relating to your neighbour you can find 
you may live in  fear. Create space for 
the other,” said James, “Canada is in 
the best  position to nurture and care for 
the world.”

Some of their interactions were done 
separately or doing intra-faith  work 
when Ashafa met  with local Imams in 
various mosques and homes and James 
met  with evangelical pastors during 
MisssionFest  Vancouver and gave two 

workshops. They met spiritual leaders 
who are very open  to learning about 
people of other faiths and also 
encountered a number of leaders who 
are not yet ready to make that  step of 
connection. Pastor Paul Ndukwe of 
Link International Ministries, with 
whom IofC partnered along with  others 
in bringing James and Ashafa to 
Canada, said that  “both  men  have 
helped sensitize the larger community” 
and felt we need to continue looking 
for opportunities to  keep up  the 
momentum towards meaningful 
relationships.

Jessie Sutherland of Worldview 
Strategies facilitated an event  at  the 
Justice Institute of B.C. in  New 
Westminster. The evening began with  a 
First Nations Elder giving a welcome 
and traditional blessing and then a 
choir of First  Nations sang a prayer 
song in Arabic and Latin. Following a 
screening of the film, questions from 
students, social activists, youth 
workers, university  professors, and 
volunteers with new immigrants, kept 
the men sharing from their rich 
experiences for an hour and a half.

The Richmond Intercultural Advisory 
Committee (RIAC) hosted a forum 
titled Bridges to  Community in 
Richmond City  Hall. The men  spoke to 
a standing room only audience and then 
interacted with  many who stayed on for 
a reception. Shawkat Hasan, former 
chair of RIAC, helped host  the men and 
arranged for Ashafa to meet  his Imam 
as well as some of the British 

Co lumbia Mus l im Assoc ia t ion 
(BCMA), who then invited both men to 
speak at the Al Salaam Mosque in 
Burnaby.

Catherine Morris, of Peacemakers 
Trust, organized a meeting at  the 
University of Victoria in association 
wi th the Ins t i tu te for Dispute 
Resolution, the Centre for Studies in 
Religion & Society and the Interfaith 
Chaplains Services. The room was 
packed with students, practitioners and 
the public.

“Your presence here has been  a 
blessing to me, to our family and to our 
community,” said one of the hosts, to 
Ashafa and James, when some of the 
local IofC team along with new friends 
from the Muslim community met  in  the 
home of Shawkat  and Elham  Hasan to 
thank the men for all the insights they 
had shared with the people of western 
Canada.

“What  is the Is lamic view of 
extremists?” “Do you only work with 
Christians and Muslims?” “Is it  OK to 
be different?” “Do you plan to  change 
the rest  of Africa?” These were some of 
the frank questions posed to James and 
Ashafa from among the 300 high 
school students during a morning 
presentation at  Richmond Secondary 
School, B.C. All the schools in 
Richmond have received a copy of the 
documentary  film The Imam & the 
Pastor through  a grant from the Rotary 
Club of Richmond Sunrise. James said, 
“You cannot  forgive without feeling it 
in your heart. You need a spiritual 

Imam Muhammad Ashafa and Pastor James Wuye
visit Canada
Over the past year, new relationships have begun to take shape as the aims of the Canadian Project 
have been put into practice.  A major catalyst for bringing together people of many different faiths and 
backgrounds for dialogue and deeper understanding has been the film The Imam & the Pastor 
and its clear message of reconciliation.

The B.C. IofC Team with Imam Ashafa 

and Pastor James at the Justice Institute.

Students at Richmond Secondary School 

listen to the presentation.



power. Do away with your pride. Go 
beyond what  the other person  deserves 
to give forgiveness.” “As long as I held 
on to the pain of the past I  could not 
look to the future,” explained Ashafa. 
“If you are holding on to  a hurt  or hate 
for someone it  is like drinking a glass 
of poison. You are poisoning yourself 
not  the other person. The best  gift  is to 
give someone a second chance.”

One of the students approached the 
men following their presentation and 
said “You’ve touched my heart. I  need 
to forgive someone. I need to let  it  go. 
I’ve learnt how to forgive.” Later 
James and Ashafa both said, “It  was 
worth coming just to hear that.”

The ripple effects of their visit  will be 
felt for a long time to come.

Anne Hartnell

Calgary

Imam Ashafa and Pastor James arrived 
in Calgary  just as the coldest  weather 
in several years settled in for a three-
day stay. 

For several months, a small but 
dedicated group of Christians and 
Muslims have been meeting to become 
better acquainted with one another and 
their two faiths. Through discussing 
how to engage others in this bridge 
building effort, a showing of The Imam 
& the Pastor was decided upon. The 
showing, attended by over 200 from a 
diversity of faiths, took place in  a 
downtown theatre on January 28. The 
attendance of Imam Ashafa and Pastor 
James was an  added bonus as they 
a n s w e r e d t h e m a n y q u e s t i o n s 
originating from the attendees. Much 
learning took place!

The core group has met three times 
since then and is continuing to develop 
further strategies and plans to  continue 
to get to know the other better and to 
discern the direction God Almighty has 
in mind for them. The last  of these 
meetings occurred on  February 22, 

when they met at  a home for dinner. 
The setting lent itself to a relaxed 
evening of open conversations and 
fellowship.

A further initiative (driven  by IofC) 
was sponsored by Calgary’s Anglican 
Cathedral on February 23 when Imam 
Syed Soharwardy of the Islamic 
Supreme Council of Canada and the Al 
Madinah Calgary Islamic Centre in the 
northeastern  part  of the city addressed a 
small but  interested body of Christians 
of differing denominations. His 
abbreviated presentation of “Islam 
101” was followed by a question  and 
answer period that  exceeded an hour. It 
is anticipated that  further engagements 
between the communities will follow. 
Plans are also afoot to  bring Christians 
and Muslims together from Calgary’s 
different subdivisions as a part  of 
building Bridges of Trust  Across the 
World’s Divides.

Trust  building and community building 
is not  for the impatient and requires 
open hearts and open minds!

Michael Prior

In Eastern Canada

Waterloo

The Imam and Pastor returned to Canada 
in  late February  at the invitation of 
Conrad Grebel College at  the University 
of Waterloo, Ontario. The Peace and 
Conflict  Studies Program at  Conrad 
Grebel, who are celebrating their 30th 
anniversary  this year, requested Imam 
Ashafa and Pastor Wuye to give the 
keynote address. Over a three-day period, 
the men shared their experiences and 
interacted with students during classes.

Ottawa

On February 25, about 40 people from 
diverse faith communities attended a 
breakfast meeting and dialogue with 
James and Ashafa, arranged by Richard 
Weeks of IofC, held in St. Bartholomew’s 
Parish Hall, Ottawa.

James and Ashafa then went  on to a 
screening of the film hosted by the 
Department  of Foreign  Affairs and 
International Trade (DFAIT). Discussion 
followed, chaired by David Angell, Director 
General, African Bureau, and focused on  the 
film’s two main themes: interfaith  dialogue 
and conflict  resolution. The event was 
attended by  people from the Foreign Service 
and the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) as well as Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and 
private individuals. 

Richard Weeks

Toronto

On March 4, Imam Muhammad Ashafa 
and Pastor James Wuye were the guests 
at  a dinner given by Ashoka in their 
honour. Ashoka is a global non-profit 
organization that  searches the world for 
social entrepreneurs –  extraordinary 
individuals with  unprecedented ideas 
for change in their communities. 

The following day, the chairman of the 
Canadian Council of Imams, Imam 
Hamid Slimi, welcomed Pastor Wuye 
and Imam Ashafa to the International 
Muslims Organization (IMO) centre of 
Toronto, where last  year an audience of 
over a thousand people watched the 
film.

Ashafa thanked Imam Slimi for the 
prayers done for him at  IMO during the 
time he was recovering in  hospital. 
After a tour of the centre they 
proceeded to the Faith of  Life Network 
studio where they recorded an 
interview with Imam Slimi that  aired 
March 7 on Rogers TV.

Osman Shum

L’Imam et le Pasteur

Behind the scenes, a lot  of work has 
gone in to the t r ans la t ion and 
production of FLT’s film The Imam  & 
the Pastor with French  language 
narration and subtitling. A preview 
screening for North America of L’Imam 
et le Pasteur will take place on April 14 
at  Gesù Amphitheatre, Montreal. The 
French version DVD can be ordered 
through MRA Productions North 
America mraproductions@ca.iofc.org 
or telephone 604-575-2685.

DID YOU KNOW THAT…?

!May 26, 2008 is the 75th anniversary 
of Frank Buchman’s House Party  at 
Château Frontenac in Quebec City. 
This event marked the culmination of a 
journey across Canada in 1933 with a 
group of mainly  young people from 
Europe. The celebration included a 
large number of guests.

!For those remaining after the 
Gathering, we will celebrate at the 
Château Frontenac over a cup of tea 
and share our gratitude about this 
important event.

Imam Jamal Hamoud welcomes Imam Ashafa 

and Pastor James at the Plaza Theatre, Calgary. 
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Global Consultation, Asia Plateau
Attending the Global Consultation held at Asia Plateau, Panchgani, 
India,  from January 22 to 30, 2008 were Lorne Braun, B.C. and 
Genevieve LeBaron, Ontario. Participants met to discuss how to 
connect initiatives with people willing to give time and focus to 
developing them over the next five years.
It was Genevieve’s first visit to Asia Plateau and she writes: “On the 
morning of the Consultation we woke at dawn and walked in silence 
to the top of Asia Plateau to watch the sun come up over the valley. 
Walking back down with Morrison from Sierra Leone, we 
conversed about our need to be more collaborative in our IofC 
work.  I realized how 
individualistic I can 
be sometimes in 
planning projects 
and initiatives, and 
how much more 
mean ing fu l and 
s u s t a i n a b l e t h e 
work can be when it 
involves our IofC 
teammates around 
the globe. One way 
of col laborat ing 
emerged during our 
Americas regional 
w o r k i n g g r o u p 
meetings where we 
developed a common action plan and vision for our region. 
I experienced a renewal and spiritual nourishment at Panchgani and 
have returned home forever grateful.”
During the Consultation, a selection process took place for people to 
serve on the International Council. Lorne Braun was one of the six 
nominees. He was one of two nominees selected and will  begin a 
four-year term on October 1st.
Lorne writes: “Frank Buchman talked about the need to embody the 
full  dimension of change. To me, change involves the unknown. The 
unknown includes an element of risk.  Risk can induce fear. Our 
challenge is to encourage change without fearing change. 
Personally, this means confronting my fears – fear of failure or of 
success; fear of hardship or of comfort; fear of complacency or of 
urgency; fear of inadequacy or of self-reliance.”
A report of the Consultation is available. 
Contact:  annehartnell@ca.iofc.org .

Meeting of the Americas in Brazil, March 8-16.
Three Canadians, John Freebury, Sonja Bergen and Keith Newman, 
will be taking part in this conference, which will bring together 
participants from North, South and Central America. The 
conference will explore the possibility of common action as they 
exchange experiences of what each group is doing in its own 
country or region.

In the Footsteps of Gandhi - January 30
To mark the 60th anniversary of the death of Gandhi,  a special 
evening was organized by the Gandhi committee composed of 
several peace organizations including IofC,  and was held at the 
Centre l’Emergence in Montreal.
We made A journey looking inwards, a time of meditation and 
personal reflection about the violence within ourselves, and an 
invitation to think of a small step to surmount this obstacle to peace. 
This was followed by an exchange between neighbours as a way of 
practicing “Be the change you want to see in the world.”

Estelle Drouvin
For a longer report go to www.ca.iofc.org and check out Past Events 
(right-hand panel).

Initiatives of Change, Box 61079, Kensington RPO, Calgary, Alberta T2N 4S6
Tel/Fax: 403 270 0975 • Email: iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org

...

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 8-16 – Meeting of the Americas in Brazil.

April 14 – Preview screening for North America of 
L’Imam et le Pasteur in French.  Gesù Amphitheatre, 
Montreal, 7:30 p.m. Contact:  Lise Gagnon 514-364-9808

April 16 – L’Imam et le Pasteur will be shown at Laval 
University, Quebec City.

April 30 – L’Imam et le Pasteur will be shown at CEGEP 
Garneau, Quebec City, 7.30 p.m.

Contact for both Quebec City screenings: Lucie Pagé 
lucie.page@oricom.ca 

May 23-25 – Towards a Community of 
Communities: from Solitudes to Partnership. A 
Canadian gathering in Quebec City on its 400th Anniversary. 
This IofC gathering will focus on dialogue and trust-building 
among Canada’s solitudes – Aboriginal Peoples, Francophones, 
Anglophones, and newer immigrants, as well as different faith 
traditions. Register by April 10. Laurent Gagnon 
l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org 

May 25 – AGM at the Château Bonne Entente, 
Quebec City, 1.30 p.m. 

Initiatives of Change

 Building trust across the world’s divides 
A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, religions 
and beliefs who work toward change locally and globally, starting with 

change in their own lives. 

The network has been active on every continent for over 60 years.

For more information visit
 www.ca.iofc.org

A FINANCIAL NOTE:    To enable the continued growth 
and development of the initiatives you have read about in this 
newsletter, your generous financial support is needed.  Donations 
are tax deductible and can be made online at www.ca.iofc.org or 
by mailing a cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer, Initiatives of Change – Canada
Box 61079, Kensington RPO

Calgary, AB T2N 4S6

NOTHING TOO SMALL!   Collect your used postage stamps. 
All money collected from the sale of these stamps will go 
towards the costs of the IofC Quebec Gathering in May. 
Send your stamps to:

Joy Newman, #2227, 1010 Arbour Lake Road NW
Calgary, AB, T3G 4Y8

Lorne and Genevieve (far end) with the 
Americas regional working group.
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