Initiatives of Change
Editor’s message

Dear Readers,
It’s been a roller-coaster winter for
many of us, but spring is finally here!
April 22 is Earth Day, so very
appropriately we have a story on
Banff artist Beverly Simms’ beautiful
sculptures that eloquently plead for
the preservation of clean water in our
lakes. (See page 4.)
Beverly’s story is also timely for
another reason. Each spring, we look
forward to the summer when IofC’s
conference centre in Caux becomes
home to the whole world and hosts a
series of conferences that challenge,
inspire and move people.
Beverly’s latest work with its focus on
water, and indeed much of her art
has been inspired by her experience
at one of these conferences. There,
amid the majestic beauty of the Alps
mountains, she met people who lived
in war-torn countries. She saw
lifelong enemies asking for
forgiveness and overcoming barriers
that hinder peace.
Beverly returned home inspired and
committed to find her own solutions
to end suffering and war. The bowls
she sculpts are symbolic vessels that
hold wishes for a better world.
IofC has touched countless lives in a
positive way. Beverly’s is only one of
them. Let’s work together to keep the
flame of honesty, purity,
unselfishness and love alive in the
world. Donations to IofC may be sent
to The Treasurer at 101-A-225
Metcalfe St. Ottawa ON K2P 1P9.
Susan Korah, Ottawa
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IofC Canada Board announces national consultation, AGM June 3 to 5
The Board of Directors is giving advance notice of a national consultation weekend on IofC
Canada moving forward. The consultation will incorporate the 2016 Annual General
Meeting. Dates are Friday June 3 (evening) to Sunday June 5 (noon).
Location will be near Montreal. Times and location details will be provided by the
consultation planning committee at a later date. The committee is made up of JeanNoël André, Firyal Mohamed, Joseph Vumiliya, Richard Weeks and Mary Ella
Keblusek. As key local members, Lise and Laurent Gagnon will work closely with the
committee as needed.
The Nominations Committee has sent out a request inviting members to nominate
candidates for the IofC Canada Board.
Lorne Braun, Board Co-chair, Vancouver
IofC’s presentation to North Sudanese leads to another workshop for
people volunteering with immigrant seniors
Calgary, February 26, 2016—For Janyce Konkin, Alberta’s Regional Manager of
Programs, one presentation sometimes leads to another. After her February 14 workshop
for a North Sudanese community group, she was invited to give a trustbuilding workshop on
February 25 to another group working with immigrant seniors.
Altamas for Peace and Development Association,
the not-for-profit North Sudanese group, invited
Janyce to make a presentation on IofC’s
philosophy and programs as part of their Family
Day celebrations on February 14. The event with
the theme: “Building Capacity in Community
How to work with immigrant seniors
through People Empowerment” was attended by
approximately 35 members from Edmonton, Calgary, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.
The Edmonton Sudanese and the local Calgary Sudanese expressed an interest in further
trustbuilding workshops. A trustbuilding workshop had been held with the Altamas Group in
2013. Stay tuned as details are worked out for future workshops.
As a referral from the Altamas presentation IofC was asked to present a full-day
trustbuilding workshop to the “Elder Brokers” Program at the Ethnocultural Council of
Calgary (ECCC) on February 25, 2016. The ‘elder brokers’ work with seniors in numerous
immigrant communities to help them integrate into Canadian society. There were brokers
from Iraq, India, Pakistan, Colombia, China, Poland, Somalia and Philippines, among
others.
Seventeen participants learned more about how to build trust amongst themselves, and
between themselves and the new immigrants with whom they volunteer. When asked to
share the most valuable part, one participant stated that he thought the video The Imam &
The Pastor provided a most practical example of trustbuilding. Another said that she
enjoyed the activities where people shared their stories because “the more I got to know
their personal stories, the more I am building trust with them.”
Many participants commented that it was the best workshop they had attended because it
had many interactive exercises that were backed up by reflective moments to help them
integrate what they were learning. “I truly appreciated this workshop for trustbuilding. It is

not a common workshop that’s offered anymore but it needs to be reinforced,” said one participant.
Quebec team plans public launch of Beyond Forgiving April 27

Montreal, April 15, 2016--In Montreal, IofC in partnership with the Christian Cultural Center, the Catholic Diocese of Montreal, the
Mennonite Central Committee, Brian Bronfman Family Foundation, Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, Religions for Peace, Pax Christi,
Al Arabiya Centre and the Africa Centre, announced plans for a public launch of the film Beyond Forgiving on Wednesday, April 27,
2016 from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm at the Christian Cultural Center.

Through this activity, IofC and its partners desire to contribute to social peace and harmony in Quebec by promoting a dynamic of trust
and rapprochement among the communities and developing a spirit of citizenship using this film and sharing around the theme "Out of
our solitudes, dare to build together."
Although the film was made by IofC on location in South Africa, its contextualization will be relevant here for better understanding
among the four Canadian solitudes (Aboriginal, Francophone, Anglophone and immigrants).
Laurent Gagnon, Joseph Vumiliya, Montreal
Spirit of Beyond Forgiving film still needed in South Africa says Montreal filmmaker
Montreal, March 2, 2016--A few days before traveling to South Africa to work on a documentary film, my friend Julien and I saw the
film Beyond Forgiving with Laurent Gagnon and Joseph Vumiliya of the Initiatives of Change Quebec team.
This film tells a story of reconciliation between a former black rights activist and a white woman whose daughter died in a reprisal
attack. It was uplifting to see the South African people’s journey towards reconciliation.
For the 15 days of our stay in Johannesburg, we lived on a large farm. We went to a
butcher’s shop nearby where we saw several fridges. In one of them was a freezer which
contained something called ‘springbokburgers’. We thought: “Cool, let's try that.”
But the butcher refused to sell us the frozen meat. “This is not good,” he said.
“Really? But you are selling it,” I replied. “Yes, but this is not for you,” he insisted.
“Who is it for?” I asked. Then the young, white, blue-eyed butcher, speaking in English with
a slight Afrikaans accent, gave me this surprising and puzzling answer: “This is for the
others.”
“Others?” I queried.
“Yes, the others.”
Twenty years after the end of apartheid, the meat is still sold separately to whites and
blacks!
And then the film Beyond Forgiving came back to my mind: apartheid is abolished, yes! But
Karim Haroun, filmmaker
it is not only the end of a period. It is also the beginning of another, quite difficult and longer
one: the period of reconciliation. Twenty years later, reconciliation and forgiveness remain a challenge for South Africans in a context
that requires understanding and respect. We must be patient as we learn from the spirit of the film.
Karim Haroun, Montreal
Fellowship, sharing, discussion of IofC values mark movie night in Ottawa
Ottawa, March 19, 2016--The three-month pilot of the Ottawa/Gatineau team’s Saturday evening Movie Nights was launched at the
home of Maura Beecher, a longtime IofC member. The idea of Movie Night is to use IofC’s many archival and modern films and videos
to provide an experience of both fellowship and of deep sharing, inspired by IofC values and stories.
In attendance were 15 persons, a mix of members residing in the Ottawa/Gatineau area, along with a number of guests with
international backgrounds, including Rwanda, Ukraine, Algeria and Nigeria. The evening started with a potluck dinner, followed by a five
-minute film clip introducing IofC, then the featured film and discussion.
The featured film was one of Initiatives of Change’s most inspiring true stories, For The Love of Tomorrow / Pour l’Amour de Demain.
The 45-minute film is a unique profile of Mme. Irène Laure, a member of the French Resistance who, in the rubble of post-war Europe,
discovered forgiveness to be a force stronger than hatred.
Although the story is about Europe, the film has important Canadian connections. It includes significant footage filmed by a Radio
Canada crew who interviewed Mme. Laure in 1978 at IofC’s conference centre in Caux, Switzerland. Their attendance at the
conference was due to an IofC initiative to publicize the centennial of IofC founder Frank Buchman’s birth. These personal interviews
were a crucial part of the film’s emotional depth and inspiration.

For the love of Tomorrow: A riveting film about forgiveness

In the discussion after the movie, individuals were asked to reflect on what
most moved them about the film. Some of those reflections included:
•
Watching this film helped me reevaluate my personal struggle with
hatred.
•
Forgiving is a gift you give to yourself.
•
Even though forgiving is freeing, it is very hard to do (citing the
example of the Rwandan genocide he went through).
•
Resentment is like drinking poison and expecting the other person
to die.
•
It is so important that we learn from history, and do our part in
making the world a better place.
•
Destruction is a very short process reconciliation is a very long one.

A longtime IofC member shared her personal experience meeting and talking
with Irène Laure. One guest discussed her own father’s visit to Berlin in 1999 at the invitation of the German government, to be
honored for taking part in the Berlin Airlift when he was a Royal Air Force officer during World War II. He flew an Avro York and
delivered hundreds of planeloads of coal when the Soviets blockaded West Berlin, the same area shown in the film
The organizers plan to hold movie nights on a regular basis at the home of Maura Beecher.
Mary Ella Keblusek, Ottawa maryella.keblusek@iofc.org.
IofC and partners hold workshop to open dialogue between Calgary South Sudanese and family service
providers
Calgary, January 30, 2016--“This community is where it is today because of your unwavering support and mentorship. IofC assisted us
in various ways.Thus I do believe that IofC was and still is the core partner of our community.” South Sudanese community organizer
Gatluak Bichoik expressed his appreciation for IofC’s ongoing role in helping his people integrate successfully into Canadian society.
His comments followed a full-day workshop: “Collaborating Towards a Community Approach to Children, Youth and Families’ WellBeing” held at the Grace Lutheran Church. A combined effort of Initiatives of Change Canada, the South Sudanese Community
Association and the Calgary Catholic Immigrant Services, the workshop was the culmination of eight months of planning and
cooperation, and drew nearly 100 participants from the South Sudanese community, Calgary Family Services (CFS), Calgary Police
Service (CPS), and the City of Calgary.
The day began with welcoming speeches from community leaders, followed by a keynote address by Jon Reeves, CFS Regional
Director. Panel presentations were then made by each of the representative groups.
Breakout sessions led by IofC in the afternoon focused on creating solutions that were brought to a plenary session at the end of the
day. Each group presented their findings and created time for the beginning of a dialogue that will be continued. Respondents felt that
the workshop created space for relationship-building between community members and service providers.
“The organizing committee was very successful in building team work and collaboration for this event,” stated committee member Otor
Okoth. The discussions identified the need for follow-up community break-out sessions to make specific recommendations that will be
included in a final report to be presented to all service providers and community members.
For more information on the workshop and its outcomes, please see www.calgarysouthsudanese.ca
Janyce Konkin, Calgary
Going to Caux? It’s home to the world from June 29 to August 17
In 1946, around one hundred Swiss families and individuals managed to put together one million francs to buy the former luxury hotel
Caux-Palace, in a mountain village near Geneva, which had gone bankrupt and served as a home for internees and refugees during
World War II, in order to create "a home for the world".
This international conference centre has since played an important role in the post-World War II reconciliation in Europe, between
individual citizens as well as countries such as France and Germany, in the decolonization processes of Tunisia and Morocco and
elsewhere, in the relationships between industrialists and workers, and other peace processes.
Today, Initiatives of Change (IofC) implements diverse projects all over the world and continues to be engaged in sensitive
reconciliation activities. Between June 29th and August 17th, there will be 8 different conferences taking place. They are:
June 29 to July 3: Caux Dialogue on Land and Security; July 5 to July 10: Trust and Integrity in the Global Economy; July 12 to July 17:
Just Governance for Human Security; July 19 to July 23: Addressing Europe’s Unfinished Business; July 26th to August 1: CATS -

Children as Actors for Transforming Society; August 4 to August 10: Living Peace: Celebrating 25 Years of Creators of Peace; August
12 to August 17: Seeds of Inspiration. For further information on the Caux Conference Centre, please go to: http://www.caux.ch/
Limited funding is available for qualified applicants from IofC Canada.The deadline for applications is May 31, 2016. If you
would like to apply please email caux.committee@ca.iofc.org for an application.
Editor’s Note: April 22 is Earth Day, the largest environmental event in the world. Communities across the globe participate in earth
protection activities. Joy Newman recently attended a presentation by Beverly Simms, Alberta sculptor and friend of IofC. Joy reports
that Beverly’s clean water message is conveyed through her art.
Caux Arts conference inspires Alberta artist to focus on clean water through sculpture
Banff, Alberta, March 15, 2016--Beverly Simms, for many years, has had a vision that art could change the world. Going further, she
believes that the change in each person can change the devastation of the environment in the world and in particular, water.
The conviction to focus on water came to her at the IofC Conference Centre at Caux, Switzerland where she attended an Arts
Conference and learned through personal stories of the shortages of water in parts of the world.
Through artists’ workshops at Caux and in Banff, under the theme ‘bridge to peace’, Beverly has give meaning and purpose to many
artists for their work.
Amidst reports that February 2016 was the hottest month on record, I was privileged to
attend a presentation which marked the culmination of Beverly’s year long Residence at the
Banff Centre of the Arts. In the words of Beverly, she, husband Ken, and some musicians,
interpreted “the sounds and sights of glaciers cracking, icebergs splitting and polar bears
splashing in the water.” Glass, porcelain, wood and other natural items became musical
instruments giving a message out loud. A glass salmon represented the main food source
affected by the pollution of the waters.
Beverly said: “The Columbia icefields are sacred because they feed the whole continent.
We are so blessed to be here and to experience its clean water. In a world where profit,
greed and selfishness become the norm, we can all do our part. We are the keepers of the
water.”
So, let’s renew our commitment on Earth Day to keep the waters clean for the sake of
generations to come.
Joy Newman, Calgary

Calgary

Calendar of Events

May 5, 7:00 to 9:00 pm, Catch up with Ashley Muller. Hear Ashley’s
story of what she has learned since joining IoC in 2014 while studying
at the University of Calgary.
May 6 to 8, Compass Program for South Sudanese youth for 12
participants. Calgary events contact: Janyce at 403-270-0975
Ottawa
May 7 at 6:00 pm. Movie night in Ottawa. Contact
maryella.keblusek@iofc.org
Montreal

Beverly Simms: Clean water advocacy through art
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In Canada, IofC is officially registered as a charitable
organization under the name Initiatives of Change Association
Canada. Donations are tax deductible. For more information
and to donate online visit www.ca.iofc.org
By mail send a cheque payable to: Initiatives of Change, The
Treasurer, Suite 101-A-225 Metcalfe St., Ottawa ON K2P 0G3
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Initiatives of Change Canada. To subscribe, e-mail
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To submit articles and pictures, email
susan.korah@sympatico.ca.The deadline for the next edition
is June10. For more information visit www.ca.iofc.org

April 27 at 7:30 pm, Launch of Beyond Forgiving. Contact: Laurent
l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org]ic.montreal@ca.iofc.org
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