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Initiatives 
New partners, effective 

workshops build momentum for 

2014 in Calgary 

From hosting trustbuilding workshops for 

new Canadians who have come from 

some of the world’s most violent conflict 

zones, to attending truth and 

reconciliation hearings for our Aboriginal 

people, members and friends of IofC in 

Calgary have had a busy, productive fall 

2013. Here is a brief overview some of 

their activities. 

Trustbuilding for the Calgary Centre for Global Community 

October19, 2013— At the request of the Calgary Centre for Global 

Community (CCGC),IofC presented its introductory session of the trust 

building workshop in a half-day format.Twelve people participating in 

CCGC’s “solutionaries” program--a neighbourhood leadership training 

program--participated. The resulting interaction has led to new 

possibilities for IofC in the new year, because CCGC shares with IofC 

the common goal of developing skills for change makers who wish to 

build a more just and peaceful world.  

For the Altamas for Peace and Development Association 

Nov. 9, 2013--Up to 16 people attended the IofC Trustbuilding 

Workshop held for the Altamas for Peace and Development 

Association, an organization founded by Canadian Sudanese living in 

Alberta.  Altamas is the region of North Sudan that lies along the 

border with South Sudan. It suffered many socio-economic hardships 

during and after the 30-year civil war.  The founders hope that by 

partnering with IofC Canada they can expose their members to 

trustbuilding workshops; also to the work of IofC’s award-winning 

peacebuilders, the Imam and the Pastor to help them develop a culture 

of peace within their communities in Canada and Sudan. Feedback 

from this first workshop was encouraging,with attendees expressing 

their desire to continue working with IofC. 

Celebrating the Peace Agreement in Cambodia, helping Canadian 

diaspora overcome trauma 

Oct. 26, 2013--Approximately 30 participants from five months to over 

80 years of age gathered at the Khmer Temple in Southeast Calgary to 

celebrate the 23
rd

 anniversary of the Paris Peace Agreement which 

settled the conflict in Cambodia. This is the third year that IofC Canada 

has been honoured to participate in these Cambodian celebrations 

with a view to helping the community overcome their collective trauma. 

Janyce Konkin showed IofC’s trustbuilding promotional video and 

provided a short trustbuilding activity for participants. 

Witnesses at Truth and Reconciliation Commission Hearings 

Calgary, Nov, 4, 5, 2013--. Joy and Keith Newman, Janyce Konkin and 
Nicole Gavelin of the Calgary team bore witness on both days of the 

Editor’s message   

 
Dear Readers, 

As we greet another new year, let 

us look back at a significant 

moment in IofC Canada’s history. 

Seventy years ago, in 1944, as the 

storm clouds of war loomed over 

many parts of the world, MRA or 

The Oxford Group as IofC was then 

known, was incorporated in Canada 

and subsequently registered as a 

charitable organization. 

 

Over the years, IofC Canada has 

played a valuable role in creating 

more harmonious relationships 

between former enemies who have 

arrived in this land to start a new 

life. It has also contributed much to 

healing the wounds inflicted on our 

Aboriginal peoples. This work is still 

very much in evidence as you can 

see in the pages of this newsletter.  

 

IofC has set a high standard in 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 

relations ever since Chief Walking 

Buffalo of the Nakoda Nation                    

in Alberta made its founder, Frank 

Buchman, a blood brother in 1934, 

describing him as a “great light out 

of darkness.” 

As the explosions of war still 

reverberate around the world, we 

cannot afford to let this light go out. 

IofC Canada needs your vision, 

time, energy and financial 

contributions more than ever. 

So please make it one of your new 

year resolutions to donate whatever 

you can to maintain IofC’s proud 

tradition of peacemaking within 

Canada’s borders and beyond. 

To donate online, please go to 
www.ca.iofc.org 

Happy New Year! 

Susan Korah 

 

Trustbuilding workshop for Sudanese  

http://www.ca.iofc.org/


 

Truth and Reconciliation hearings to the heartwrenching stories Canada’s Residential School system 
survivors. 
Lunch hour and evening meetings with other IofC partners and contacts from around the province 
provided excellent chances to share meaningful discussions and plan for future events.   
Partnering with the Intercultural Dialogue Institute (IDI) 
Nov. 7, 2013-- IofC Calgary partnered with The Intercultural Dialogue Institute (IDI) Calgary to present a 
movie and discussion evening after viewing IofC’s video, The Imam and the Pastor. The Intercultural 
Dialogue Institute offered a complimentary buffet for dinner. Forty people of various faiths and 
organizations attended and a lively discussion ensued. One participant was heard to say: “This video is 
the most important and life-changing I have seen in my entire life.” IofC’s Calgary team looks forward to 
partnering with IDI on other events in the future.  
Janyce Konkin, Calgary 
 

Vancouver team helps heal wounded memories of Indian residential schools 

Vancouver, Sept. 22, 2013-- Members of the Vancouver area IofC team joined thousands of people, from 

elders to babies in strollers, for the Walk for Reconciliation that marked the end of the Residential Schools 

Truth and Reconciliation hearings in British Columbia. Walking to the beat of drums and chanting, people 

braved pouring rain as they moved along downtown streets. Inspired by the vision of Chief Robert Joseph 

and organized by Reconciliation Canada, (a charitable project initiated by survivors of the residential 

schools system) the walk was an historic event designed to transform and renew the essence of 

relationships among Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians.  

 

Dr Bernice King, daughter of Dr. Martin Luther King Junior, gave a 

passionate and inspiring speech as people gathered prior to the walk. 

Although she noted that the USA has not held Truth and Reconciliation 

hearings despite the hurts of the past and present, she encouraged us 

all to continue working for equality and healing in a peaceful way. 

 

From Sept. 17 to Sept. 22, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

appointed by the government of Canada held a series of hearings in 

Vancouver .By attending these hearings and related events, the IofC team in Vancouver showed their 

support of Aboriginal people left wounded emotionally and spiritually by their experiences in Indian 

residential schools. Over the past several months, the team has also attended other events concerning 

Aboriginal issues and has made contacts in First Nations communities and other interested groups. They 

look forward to creating ongoing opportunities to share what they have learned and to continue the work 

of reconciliation.  

Anne Hartnell and Hilary Kariotis, Vancouver, BC 

 

Quebec team expands circle to hold meaningful discussion on secularism 

 

Quebec City, Oct. 8, 2013---Quebec City's IofC team chose to 

broaden its regular circle to respond to the Quebec 

government's call to reflect upon secularism. We invited three 

believers, each active in a different circle to testify and offer 

their take on the proposed Charter of Values announced in 

September. 

The audience was thus larger than usual as there were 

people accompanying the guests: young women from Algeria 

and Morocco along with their parents. Also among the 

audience were people previously active in international 

student ministry at Université Laval and at Condition féminine 

du Québec.  

Walking for reconciliation 

Québec team welcomes larger circle  



 

Raphaël Liogier's article from the August issue of the magazine L'actualité, Quelle laïcité? (What 

secularism?)  was the text that opened the discussion. 

Pastor Samuel Dansokho, of the Saint-Pierre United Church of Quebec City, who had participated in the 

Quebec city forum of the Citizen Project on March 2, 2013 told us we cannot merely accept or tolerate 

differences but must embrace differences and recognize the positive contribution of all religions. This was 

something he had witnessed in Senegal, his own country of origin.  

Paul Mackey, who is active in Quebec City's ecumenical network, stated that since Confederation, the 

State has in fact, been secular. He invited us to look at what is sacred--a church, a synagogue, a 

mosque--these point to different degrees of the sacred for each faith.  He posed the question: are we 

developing a new secular religion?  

Rachid Raffa, an Algerian Muslim who has lived in Quebec for the last 38 years, criticized France's 

radical secularism, inviting us to explore the link between interculturalism and multiculturalism. According 

to him, public and quasi-public services in Quebec are not well prepared to live with cultural diversity. 

(Editor’s note: Interculturalism goes a step beyond multiculturalism (many cultures living side by side), and 

promotes cross-cultural dialogue and the adaptation of public services to diversity.) 

The meeting proved to be quite productive in part due to everyone's affirmation of their deep convictions, 

to the respectful listening and to the competent facilitation of the dialogue. Every witness expressed in 

their own way the desire to “be together without necessarily being alike”, according to the words of 

wisdom of Cheikh Bentounès, a Muslim from Algeria.             Lucie and Jean-Claude, Quebec City 

 

Multicultural Women’s Friendship Circle connects newcomers 

with established Canadians  

 

Ottawa --The late Senator Paul Yuzyk (1913-1986) would have 

been proud. A passionate advocate of equal rights for all Canadians 

regardless of ethnic or religious background, he drafted Canada’s 

official policy of multiculturalism. He was also a friend and admirer 

of IofC or Moral Re-armament as it was called until 2001. Had he 

been alive today, he would doubtless have approved 

wholeheartedly of the Multicultural Women’s Friendship Circle that 

IofC hosted for the second time, in the fall of 2013.  

But while the group-- a mix of newcomers and established 

Canadians-- did not have the benefit of the Senator’s presence, they enjoyed the next best thing-- a 

presentation by his daughter Vera Yuzyk on Canada’s long, rough road to multiculturalism, and the key   

role that her father, a Ukrainian Canadian from Saskatchewan played in it.        

 

An IofC Canada initiative, the Multicultural Women’s Friendship Circle is inspired by IofC’s focus on 

trustbuilding and fosters bonds of understanding and friendship between new and established Canadian 

women. As with the first Circle held in 2012, the newcomers and Canadian volunteers met one evening a 

week for six weeks for light refreshments, conversation and the sharing of cultures and personal stories. 

A varied program of guest speakers from organizations such as Volunteer Ottawa and the Ottawa Council 

of Women gave them ideas and opportunities for civic and community engagement, to help them in the 

process of becoming fully participating members of Canadian society. 

 

By the end of the program, the women had become friends and promised to keep in touch with one 

another and with IofC. “The Multicultural Women’s Friendship Circle was not just educational and 

informative but a very emotionally fulfilling experience,” said Megan Stacey, a Carleton University student 

who was a Canadian volunteer in the program. “It was a great opportunity to share stories, learn about  

Ottawa and other places and form a little Tuesday night community.” 

 

Faith Eluwa from Nigeria with Ros Weeks  



 

“I really appreciate this group,” said Faith Eluwa, a newcomer from Nigeria. 

“Why can’t we continue meeting? I will miss you all.” 

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

Beyond Forgiving film wins Award of Excellence 

Beyond Forgiving, a powerful new documentary by FLT Productions recently 

won the Award of Excellence at the International Film Festival-Spirituality 

Religion and Vision for the role played by actors Ginn Fourie and Letlapa 

Mphalee striving for peace within themselves and forming strong, healthy 

alliances with others. 

This new documentary film depicts the journey of two South Africans to bring healing and reconciliation to 

their country post-Apartheid. 

Ginn Fourie and Letlapa Mphalele form an unlikely pair: a black atheist man and a white Christian 

woman. One has suffered directly from actions of the other, but both have been victims - and risen 

beyond their pain. What brings them together is a profound story of tragedy, forgiveness and hope. See 

more at: http://www.ca.iofc.org/films-to-watch 

To order the film or for further enquiries send an email to Chris Hartnell at mraproductions@ca.iofc.org 

 
Your donations will strengthen IofC in the Americas 

Melanie Klein, Canada’s representative in the Community of the Americas has issued a special appeal to 
Canadians to help reignite the IofC flame throughout the continent we all share. The organizing team is 
putting finishing touches to an Encuentro (gathering) of the community to be held near Bogota, Colombia 
from Feb. 14 to 19. “Your donation will invest in the future of IofC in the Americas, and support those who 
may not be able to attend the Encuentro otherwise,” she says.” We humbly request you consider a 
contribution within your means,” she says. Donations can be made via the indiegogo campaign.” 
http://www.iofc.org/encuentro-of-the-americas-indiegogo-campaign?bc=node/66976 
IofC Canada members Laurent and Lise Gagnon, Elizabeth and Ron Meetos of Montreal, Melanie Klein  
of Oakville, Ont. and Susan Korah of Ottawa have confirmed their intention to participate in the 
Encuentro. Helena von Arnim of Colombia has invited Susan Korah to be the official reporter at the 
gathering. “We will be examining the past, present, and future of IofC in the Americas, while developing 
skill sets through workshops, presentations and storytelling to foster our movement forward,” explains 
Melanie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Initiatives of Change (IofC) is a worldwide movement of people of diverse cultures and backgrounds, who work towards change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives.  

In Canada, IofC is officially registered as a charitable organization under the name Initiatives of Change Association Canada. Donations are tax 

deductible. For more information and to donate online visit www.ca.iofc.org 

By mail send a cheque payable to: Initiatives of Change, The Treasurer, suite 105-261 Cooper St., Ottawa ON K2P 0G5 

Canadian Initiatives is published four times a year by Initiatives of Change Canada. To subscribe, e-mail admin@ca.iofc.org 

To submit articles and pictures, e-mail susan.korah@sympatico.ca. The deadline for the next edition is March 28, 2014. 

For more information contact the national office or visit www.ca.iofc.org 

 Initiatives of Change Association (Canada) • Association Initiatives et Changement (Canada) 

Suite 105-261 Cooper Street, Ottawa ON, K2P 0G5 • Tel: 613.230.7197 • E-mail: info@ca.iofc.org 

Spring 2014 Events 
Fusagasuga, Colombia 

Feb. 14-19 Encuentro of the Americas http://www.iofc.org/encuentro-americas-2014 
Vancouver 

Creators of Peace Circle being planned.  

Calgary 

A trustbuilding workshop and Women’s Peace Circle being planned.  

Quebec 

Activities related to Circles of Trust, Circles of Dialogue and Voices of Silence will 

resume in various parts of the province in Jan.2014.  

Details of all above events will be posted on www.ca.iofc.org as they become 

confirmed. 
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