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Canadian Initiatives 

Canadian Caux scholar refines filmmaking skills, embarks on 

peacebuilding journey 

 

As a young filmmaker-facilitator, I have been empowered by Initiatives of 

Change to hone my skills and pursue my passion of fusing filmmaking and 

dialogue into an effective tool for peacebuilding. I met Initiatives of Change 

Canada through Chris Hartnell, Manager of FLT Films, North America. Over the 

past year and a half, we have partnered to create three short films for IofC 

Canada (Creators of Peace Circles, South Sudanese Trustbuilding, and Projet 

Citoyenne). I was thrilled with the chance to explore how to uncover and tell 

stories of diversity. 

 

The Caux Scholars Program (CSP) was a big step in my experience in 

peacebuilding. It revolutionized my thinking on the relationship between justice 

and peacebuilding, and helped me better understand design, monitoring and 

evaluation of programs. 

 

But the biggest impact on me was not theoretical. It takes courage to do 

peacebuilding-- courage that I often doubt I posses. Through the program, I met 

two men who inspired me and gave me the courage to pursue the path of 

justice and peace. 

 

One was a journalist from Kenya who had spoken out against corruption and 

had stood by his morals and beliefs despite being jailed. I plan to go and meet 

this man again in Kenya. The other was Dr. Abu-Nimer our instructor for the 

final week who made us experience rather than talk about dialogue across 

divides.  Through him I learned the most important and valuable lesson from the 

Caux Scholars Program-- how to turn conflict into an opportunity to deepen 

relationships. 

 
During the program I also worked on a 

promotional video geared towards an 

academic audience so that partnerships 

might be formed between the CSP and 

different universities.  

 

I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to 

the individuals and groups who made it 

possible for me to find the courage 

needed for stepping into violence 

and helping to facilitate peace-- 

Chris Hartnell for his mentorship and encouragement, and the Robert 

Hahnloser Stiftung Foundation and IofC Canada for their generous financial 

support.  

It is even helping afterwards as I am journeying to Palestine and Israel to find 

out more about nonviolence and peacebuilding (and hopefully to screen the 

films I have made). 

Tim Hall, Surrey, BC 

Editor’s message   

 
Dear readers, 

 

As the last rose of summer fades 

away and Nature displays our 

national symbol, the red maple leaf 

in all its brilliance across the land, 

my thoughts turn again to Canada’s 

potential role in the world, and how 

we can contribute to it as individuals 

and in groups. 

While gathering stories for the fall 

edition of Canadian Initiatives, I was 

constantly reminded of this theme. 

Young Canadians such as Tim Hall 

of Surrey, BC have been changed 

forever by the Caux experience. 

They have mapped out their own 

course of action to further IofC’s 

work in the world.  

Peter Heyes told me a story of a 

young Cambodian man he has 

mentored over the years. You will 

read it in the digital edition of this 

newsletter which has no space 

limitations. 

Our Latin American friends have 

extended a special invitation to us 

to join them in Bogota, Colombia 

next February, as they hold an 

“encuentro” to seek out ways of 

building a community of the 

Americas, woven together by bonds 

of understanding, friendship and 

mutual support. 

We Canadians have a role to play in 

many parts of the world. Whether 

we are there in person or in spirit, 

we can light the flame and then 

help-- with our prayers, 

encouragement, personal influence 

and of course financial support--to 

make that flame burn brightly in 

every corner of our global village. 

Susan Korah 

 

Tim with Elina Sarkisian, another Canadian Caux 

 scholar 



 

Caux gives Alberta delegate fresh courage to keep fighting negative environmental, health 

impacts 
 

Arriving in Caux, I saw the conference program for “Just Governance”.  Reading the list of presenters I thought that 

perhaps I was at the wrong conference.  Believing that there is no coincidence in life, I kept my heart open to where my 

Creator was leading me. I was not in Caux by chance.  

 

 As I listened and took part in the conference, I had the chance to share our family and community’s experience of 

interaction with oil companies in our tiny community of Fort McKay First Nation; the heart of Alberta’s tar sands.   We refer 

to Fort McKay First Nation as “Ground Zero” because we are the first people affected by the massive strip mines that tear 

apart our boreal forest.  The mines are so huge, they are visible from space.  Oil-soaked sand is mined and processed 

within a twenty minute drive from our community.  Once the oil is extracted, the remaining sand and mixture of acidic 

chemicals are stored in massive holes in the earth called tailings ponds.  

  

In 2009, my family discovered a tailings pond, several kilometres from our community’s water intake on the Ells River.   

We discovered then that although the government had held public hearings into the project, it was approved without the 

tailings pond design being a part of the process.  

 

Fort McKay First Nation took its water only kilometres from the open side of the chemical tailings pond.  Our water intake 

and the lake of chemicals exposed to the bush were separated by muskeg-- porous vegetation that serves as a natural 

water filtration system. 

  

The muskeg soaked us as usual when we went into the tailings 

area.   But this time every person who got wet got horrible sores on 

our skin.  Sores the doctor could not identify.  Today, most of the 

community has those sores.  Babies born in the last few years have 

skin and breathing problems.  We can’t drink the water.  We can’t 

bathe in it.  Showers are to be kept to a minimum.   

 

Challenging corruption, environmental destruction and standing up 

for Mother Earth and her children has been a tough fight.  My family 

faced threats and very personal attacks because of our efforts to 

seek truth.  I was worn out when I went to Caux.  There was no fight 

left in me.  I was discouraged at the thought of how aboriginal 

people had the power to have their voices heard through voting in 

municipal provincial, federal and First Nations elections but chose 

not to.   

Hearing people in Caux consistently share stories of change engaged me again.  What can I do?  I can share our 

experience with others and help other communities learn from our mistakes as they begin interactions with oil.  Our 

community did not but should have pushed for monitoring of environmental and health impacts of the tar sands by local 

experts.  Regulatory approval, monitoring and enforcement policies that include indigenous people will ensure our voices 

are heard.  

 

Meeting and listening to Joseph Karanja share his experience of challenging corruption in Kenya’s election system moved 

me to tears.  People risked their lives to protect the democratic right to vote, while my people chose not to participate in 

that valuable, powerful right.  How could I help change that, I wondered?   

 

In a moment of quiet reflection, a clear opportunity presented itself.  With the help of Tim Hall, a Canadian filmmaker and 

peacebuilding scholar I met at Caux, Joseph’s experience was recorded for the purpose of developing a short video to 

encourage Canadian aboriginal participation in voting.   

 

I have lots of ideas for change.  Caux helped me find new ways to fight for it.  I now know what I can do.  Be still, and 

quietly wait for my Creator to speak to my heart and open paths for change.  What can you do?  You can read up on the 

destruction of tar sands mining.  You can share our experience with others. 

Marlene Orr, Fort McKay, Alberta 

 

Members of the Canadian delegation in Caux 



 

 

Quebec delegation contributes unique insights to Caux conferences 

At the Caux conferences on “Just Governance” and “Healing History” from June 28 to July 8, 2013, there was sharing of 

convictions and experiences on: inspiring, equipping and making a difference; winning the battle on corruption through 

integrity and perseverance; celebrating the example of the Campaign for Clean Elections in some countries like in Kenya; 

engaging in reconciliation between different communities and cultures; and to never give up. 

 

The Quebec special delegation related to the Citizen Project included Laurent Gagnon, Mavis Etienne, Francine Lemay 

and her husband Daniel Lacasse. Many already know Laurent for his passion for people, stories and for his spirit of 

encouragement. He made it possible for Mavis (a Mohawk elder from Kanehsatake and a negotiator during the Oka crisis 

of 1990) and Francine to share their story of reconciliation which happened 14 years after the crisis in which her brother 

Corporal Marcel Lemay from the Sûreté du Québec lost his life. As Laurent stated, “The dynamic of the encounter and 

reconciliation in 2004 between Mavis and Francine was exactly what was needed for many participants.” Francine 

mentioned that he took care of inviting diverse people at our table in order to hear their story and share ours. 

 

Our encounter with the dynamic First Nations delegation of Alberta (Maggie Hodgson, Mike and Marlene Orr) brought 

about a synergy of hope and caring. The common thread that stood out is to strongly fight indifference.  Each testimony of 

peace and reconciliation shared at Caux is the fabric in which hope and the will to change within and without is woven. 

Through discernment, we believe that we are called to engage with others in bridge-building between the First Nations 

and Québécois in the spirit of Initiatives of Change.  

The Québec delegation 

 

Panel of Elders a resource for Caux and beyond says Canadian Elder 

The International Panel of Elders (photo on right) is a group of nine senior IofC members from 

various parts of the world. Together they represent the collective wisdom and experience of 

IofC as a worldwide movement of diverse people united in their desire to make positive 

changes in the world, beginning with change in themselves.For Anne Hartnell of Surrey, BC, 

summer 2013 was her third year in a five-year commitment, of working in Caux in her role 

of Elder. 

"It is a privilege to serve the international IofC fellowship through this role," says Anne. 

“A day in Caux, for an Elder, might consist of  facilitating or planning an early morning time of reflection and quiet,  giving 

support to conference organizers, providing a 'listening ear' to someone in need, or answering basic questions from 

people who may be in Caux for the first time. Elders will also take opportunities to meet with any of the International 

Council who may be present in Caux. This summer four Elders met with the new Caux Conference Manager, Nick 

Foster.” 

It is important to remember that the role of the Elders does not end with their participation in Caux. They may be called 

upon by anyone in this international fellowship. To contact or read further go to www.iofc.org/panel-of-elders 

 

From Colombia with love: Valentine’s Day 2014 invitation from Latin Americans 

For Helena von Arnim of IofC Colombia and her colleagues from across the length and breadth of North, Central and 

South America, a dream is about to come true on Valentine’s Day, 2014. They hope Canadians will be part of that dream-

turned-reality. They are in the process of organizing the 14
th

 Encuentro (gathering) of the Americas in the lovely village of 

Fusagasuga, an hour and a quarter from Bogota, the capital of Colombia. And Canadians are warmly invited.  

 

“It was a beautiful dream that IofC has had since it was called MRA and we the new 

people of IofC want to make it happen now,” says Helena whose daughter Bettina is 

the leader of a team of eight coordinators representing several Latin and North 

American countries.“ The Encuentro is of the whole of America, including Canada of 

course!” says Killy Sanchez of Guatemala, another of the organizers. “So every 

Canadian is warmly invited!  Melanie Klein of IofC Canada is an important part of the 

coordinating team of this Encuentro and is an excellent representative of all 

Canadians! We will be so happy if several of your country can attend.” 

“The Community dreams of hosting a conference of the Americas to further strengthen relationships of our movement 

despite some international constraints,” adds Melanie.  

The goals of the Encuentro according to Helena are to be together, to go deeper and to continue: 

Four Elders with Nick Foster 

Helena with Gerardo, a young friend 

http://www.iofc.org/panel-of-elders


 

 exploring the history of Initiatives of Change in the Americas to heal and to draw lessons for the present; 

 understanding and deepening of the purpose of Initiatives of Change in and for the Americas; 

 learning from each other and looking for opportunities to work together for the needs of our countries. 

 

The theme ‘Weaving a Community of Change’ was inspired by IofC’s vision of change starting with the personal and 

flowing into the global. “Weaving is such a beautiful word,” says Helena. “It speaks of patience, concentration and inner 

personal work. “All the beauty of the different cultures, races, customs, languages and religions we share on the Continent 

become fused into a beautiful patchwork blanket when we interlace our individual patterns. That is the global.”   

Helena’s excitement and joyful anticipation become palpable when she adds: “We have come to the point when the 

Encuentro is on the way, the venue has been chosen and everyone is warmly invited! I feel just as pleased as Melanie to 

belong to this group. We are so thrilled, and already thinking of the moment in February 2014 when we will all meet at the 

Casa de Encuentros de la Salle in the lovely village of Fusagasuga.”(About 60 kms from Bogota) For details of the 

invitation to the February 14-19, 2014 event please, go to http://www.iofc.org/encuentro-americas-2014 For a preview of 

the venue, visit www.casalle.org.co 

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

Historic Canadian film and others in MRA/IofC collection being digitized 

Thanks to the financial support of IofC Canada and the Swiss Caux Fondation, I was again able to work this summer 

alongside filmmaker Jean-Denis Borel, Archivist Eliane Stallybrass, both from Switzerland, and Ian Corcoran, a film editor 

from the UK, on the Caux International Archive Film Project. We are continuing the process of preserving in high definition 

over two hundred films that were produced and made by MRA / IofC between 1931 and today.  

 

This summer, amongst other films, we started the process of digitizing a black and white nitrate 35mm print of the 
Candian film Youth Marches On.It’s a documentary about an Oxford Group Youth Camp, in Regina, Saskatchewan. This 
1930 film gained a place in Canada’s National Archives Collection, as Canada’s first motion picture to be made with music 
as an integral part of the sound track. This project, which started in 2011, has seen most of the films and rushes cataloged 
and a database made of their contents. The original and digitized films are stored in the Vaud Cantonal archives, where 
the Caux IofC archives are already located.If you would like a copy of a historic film on DVD or want to contribute 
financially towards the completion of this project or know of friends who would be interested in helping us financially, 
please be in touch.  

Chris Hartnell, Surrey, BC 

Email: mraproductions@ca.iofc.org 

    

Change of Address Notice 
From Oct. 15, 2013 IofC’s new address  
will be: 
105-261 Cooper St. 
Ottawa, ON K2P 0G3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
Calgary 

Oct. 15- 6:30 pm at the Calgary Golf and Country Club-IofC in partnership with the Intercultural 

Dialogue Institute (IDI) presents “The Role of Media in a Multicultural Public Sphere.” 

Nov. 7- 7:00 pm to 9:00pm.IofC in partnership with IDI presents an Interfaith Movie and 

Discussion Night featuring The Imam and the Pastor. For further information on both events, 

contact: Janyce Konkin, phone: 403-270-0975. 

October 19- 9:00 am to12:30pm IofC presents an “Introduction to Trustbuilding” during the 

Calgary Centre for Global Community’s  32-week “Solutionaries” series on building communities of 

peace.   

October 19- 2:00 pmt o 5:00 pm IofC presents a keynote speech on the Khmer Youth Cambodian 

Association’s annual meeting. 

Ottawa  

Oct. 29 -Launch of 2
nd

 Multicultural Women’s Friendship Circle at IofC office 

Oct.15- IofC’s office moves to a more compact space. Details and address in next newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Initiatives of Change (IofC) is a worldwide movement of people of diverse cultures and backgrounds, who work towards change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives.  

In Canada, IofC is officially registered as a charitable organization under the name Initiatives of Change Association Canada. Donations are tax 

deductible. For more information and to donate online visit www.ca.iofc.org 

By mail send a cheque payable to: Initiatives of Change, The Treasurer, 402-331 Cooper St., Ottawa ON K2P 0G5 

Canadian Initiatives is published four times a year by Initiatives of Change Canada. To subscribe, e-mail admin@ca.iofc.org 

To submit articles and pictures, e-mail susan.korah@sympatico.ca. The deadline for the next edition is November 30, 2013. 

For more information contact the national office or visit www.ca.iofc.org  Initiatives of Change Association (Canada) • Association Initiatives et Changement (Canada) 

Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa ON, K2P 0G5 • Tel: 613.230.7197 • E-mail: info@ca.iofc.org 
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