Members Update
January 2017
Blanket Exercise Conducted in Quebec City
On January 12, 2017, IofC organized a Blanket Exercise at the
Grand Seminary of Quebec. Fifty people participated in this
activity and shared their deep convictions about this experience which is quite new for most of them. This exercise is aimed at
sensitizing citizens about the Canadian colonial history and the
Aboriginal reality. The participants were very grateful to the
Grand Seminary and IofC which gave them the opportunity to
experience the Blanket Exercise.

Annual Giving Appeal Extended

Editorial Board Holds
Meeting

Announcements

In December, the Fundraising
Committee (Lorne Braun, Mary Ella
Keblusek, Aron Tegenfeldt and
Joseph Vumiliya with assistance from
Murielle Cassidy) launched the first
Annual Giving Appeal by email and
postal mail. There is still time to
have your donation included in the
final results, which will be published
in the February edition of the
Members Update.

The newly formed Editorial
Board held its first and
introductory meeting on
Thursday January 26, 2017.
Hilary Kariotis and Samrawit A.
Mersha were in attendance to
brief the three Editorial
Boardmembers – Lucie Pagé
(francophone representative),
Mary Ella Keblusek (anglophone
representative) and Aron
Tegenfeldt (representing Board
of Directors) – on the
background and objective of the
guideline document produced
by the Communications
Committee.

Call for Volunteers:
IofC Communications is looking for
volunteers to work as:
1.
Editors
2.
Proofreaders
3.
English to French and
French to English
Translators
If you would like to volunteer
regularly, for a limited time or for
one issue of Members Update,
please contact
Samrawit A. Mersha at
samrawit.mersha@iofc.org

You can donate to the Annual Giving
Appeal HERE through CanadaHelps.

MRA Productions
Wraps Up Operation
After over 30 years of operation,
MRA Productions closed its office in
Surrey, Vancouver on January 1st,
2017.
MRA Productions/FLT Films North
America has been producing and
distributing stories of change in
collaboration with IofC UK and IofC
USA through film and video - in
different formats from 16mm film to
VHS to DVD. IofC films are currently
available on Vimeo and YouTube.
IofC Canada is grateful for Chris
Hartnell’s commitment and long-time
service managing MRA Productions.

The group discussed the
guideline document, mandate
and role of the Editorial Board,
and the way forward in keeping
IofC Canada print and electronic
publications consistent and
relevant.
Regular meetings will be
scheduled to discuss policy
development and
implementation.

IofC films:
To view archival films please visit
https://vimeo.com/initiativesofchange

To order DVDs of current films
please contact an Initiatives of
Change office near you.
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Board Announces Personnel Changes
IofC Canada’s board announced in early January that there have been some
personnel changes in the organization.
Tim Hall resigned from his position on the communications staff as of December
31st, 2016, to move forward in his career in filmmaking. Since his joining IofC
Canada 3 years ago, Tim has been a valuable member of the IofC Canada team.
His contribution was essential to our success, which is very much appreciated. He
will be deeply missed.
Tim Hall

Samrawit A. Mersha

"My deepest gratitude and appreciation for each
member of the Initiatives of Change family. Your care
and passion for the world and each other are truly
inspiring. As I step into a new role ..., I hope our paths
will cross again." (Tim Hall)
Following Tim’s departure, Samrawit Arayamedhin Mersha has assumed the
responsibility of communications staff. Samrawit has served on the IofC Canada
board with responsibility for the Communications portfolio from June 2015 – Dec.
2016. With her skills and training in communications, Samrawit will be working on
communications strategy development, improving internal communications and
managing social media.
In addition, Elaine Gordon has decided to step down from her role as Secretary of
the board in order to devote all her energies to the IofC Canada Archives project,
which she has been devoted to as a volunteer for over 5 years. This will allow her
to maximize her efforts on working with the archives team that is available to work
with her over the next months.
In the meantime, the board will carry on with 5 members: Karen Bambonye,
Thembi Silundika, Aron Tegenfeldt, Jean-Noël André and Lorne Braun. The
Nominations Committee will begin its work in the coming months.

Elaine Gordon

Quebec Staff Take Part in
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration
Quebec Provincial Coordinator Joseph Vumiliya
attended Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January
16, 2017 in Montreal. The event was attended by
Mayor of Montreal, Mr. Denis Coderre, his
colleagues, along with representatives of several
organizations working to promote values of
peace. According to Joseph, it was an
opportunity to talk with various people on mutiple
points and about opportunities for collaboration.

IofC Member from Montreal Dies
Initiatives of Change has just lost one of its members:
Mamie Henriette Nzuji-Ntumba. She lived in Montreal
since 2000 and was a member of IofC for more than
a decade. A great lady, very committed for the
immigrant grandmothers, she founded, in 2002, MIDI,
a community based association for development and
integration to help 'grannies' - first to avoid isolation
and then to play their part in their country of adoption.
This organization has been an active partner of IofC
in various multicultural and intergenerational
activities. She died on January 15, at the age of 75.
We pray for her soul and have a thought for her large
and extended family.
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Henry Heald Passes Away
Henry F. Heald passed away on
Thursday, November 17, 2016 at the
age of 88.

Henry Heald worked with the then MRA in
Europe and in Canada in the 1950s and
1960s.

As a long-time journalist and
freelance writer, Henry worked for
several newspapers in Canada and
the United states.

He also worked as a newsletter editor for
IofC Canada, based in Ottawa in the
1990s.

He was a member of different
associations including the
Parliamentary Press Gallery, the
Canadian Farm Writers' Federation
and the Media Club of Canada.

He is survived by his wife, his two
daughters and his four grandchildren.
IofC staff and members were able to
attend the memorial reception held in
Ottawa on Sunday Dec. 4, 2016.
Henry F. Heald 1929 – 2016

New Year Marks First Year
of Final Cycle of the Archives Development Program
The archives development team, comprising Elaine
Gordon, Jessie Lang and Andrew Drake is
celebrating one year since the final cycle of the
project began.
Jessie has been working on the write-up part of the
project. The objective of the write-up has been to
have a searchable document to inform members
and researchers on the archives.
When Jessie explains the process she says, “I take
the document and briefly review it to gain some
context. Then I describe it by what it is (letter,
personal letter, report, newspaper etc.) and enter a
description. I then categorize the document by year
and by category...We are not writing a book here,
we are trying to contextualize the raw documents
that we already have.” The aim is to produce a
complete and factual picture which personal
accounts alone cannot do. For Jessie, “What makes
this project unique is that all the physically
numbered files with a digital reference will make
accessing the information easier for researchers
and volunteers.”
Elaine created and continues to manage this
project. She describes the challenge of working in a
small space and constantly acquiring more material

but in spite of these challenges, the team has managed
to downsize considerably to free up office space.
She feels particularly honoured to have met so many
people who have known and worked with the early
pioneers of the Oxford Group and MRA in Canada and
wishes to ensure that this important and interesting
information is available for members and researchers
alike.
During the last year, their work has covered the time
from the Oxford Group's beginnings in 1927 to 1955,
covering the time in which the Oxford Group transitioned
into MRA, the growth of MRA in Asia and Africa, and the
continuation and global outreach of MRA and its
initiatives. Currently they are working on MRA’s
expansion in Asia and Africa and the significant role
played by Canadians in this expansion.
“We had lots of delays because the documents have
been moved around and mixed up several times since
1964 but we're trying to go through and organize
everything in a way that is coherent and follows this
chronology that we're trying to build”,says Jessie.
Andrew has been volunteering his time to transcribe the
oral history recordings. He says he enjoys doing the
transcriptions and that he believes that “the histories,
hopes and dreams from the past provide an important
foundation for IofC moving forward.”
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Calgary Staff Attend Events
November and December were very busy months in
Calgary with numerous events and collaborations. Calgary
staff were able to attend the following events:
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at Canada’s 50 Years
Thanksgiving Banquet Reception on November 11th,
which celebrated the organization’s 50 years in Canada.
The 3rd Annual Ethnic Gala and Silent Auction for the
South Sudanese Cultural Association of Calgary on
November 4th. Attending this helped to show support for the
work the community is doing and helped to raise funds for
their programs.
The International Human Rights Day on November 29th:
Current Issues for Canada’s First Nations at the University
of Calgary Alberta Civil Liberties Research Centre.
The Intercultural Dialogue Institute Dinner on December
6th. Joy Newman and Janyce Konkin attended this event,

which included an update from their Toronto
Director, Mr. Ahmet Tamirc on the tenuous
condition in Turkey. Also shared was the personal
story of an artist who recently moved to Canada
from Turkey who shared his fabulous art and
journey leaving home - a very heartfelt story of
trauma and hope.
Turkey who
shared his
fabulous art and
journey leaving
home - a very
heartfelt story of
trauma and hope
Creators of Peace Circles (CoP) In December
Janyce also prepared an application to The Alberta
Ministry Status of Women to expand our CoP
Program and present it to women within the South
Sudanese Community in five communities in
Alberta. They hope to hear back from ASW by
end of March, 2017.

Hint: All the words are related to IofC.
You may need to read through the
newsletter for some of the answers.
You will need to print the page.
For answers look at the bottom of this
page.
Across:
2. Affection
5. Variousness, assortment
9. Agreement; Making up
11. Conversation of two or more
12. Freedom from anything that
contaminates; pollutes
Down:
1. Truthfulness
3. Canadian city from where IofC stories
were told through films
4. He started it all
6. Encouragement; motivation
7. “Be the ______ you wish to see…”
8. Where you find old IofC films - not on
DVD
10. The International Centre
Initiatives of Change Association (Canada)
Suite 101A-225 Metcalfe Street,
Ottawa ON K2P 1P9.
Tel:613.230.7197
E-mail: admin.CA@iofc.org
Answers to crossword puzzle
Across: 2 love, 5 diversity, 9 reconciliation, 11 dialogue, 12 purity
Down: 1 honesty, 3 Surrey, 4 Buchman, 6 inspiration, 7 change, 8 Vimeo, 10 Caux

