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How shall we create peace and bring healing in 2013?
A new year approaches with fresh opportunites to actively engage in our communities. 
Here are two initiatives that are ongoing and focus on peace, trust-building and healing.

In the province of Quebec, the Citizen Project  (see Page 2) 
is one way to get  involved with the residential schools 
Truth and Reconciliation  process. Also, across the country, 
other individuals and groups are organizing educational 
activities, and the Truth and Reconciliation  Commission 
(TRC) is encouraging everyone to engage in dialogue and 
contibute to healing and reconciliation and the 
establishment  of respectful relations between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal peoples. The TRC has recognized “that 
reconciliation will be achieved only if  peoples of all faiths 
engage in and participate in  the journey of healing and 
reconciliation in Canada.”  (www.trc.ca )
As we look for ways to  be informed and participate in 
2013, the final year of the TRC process, we can reflect on 
the following excerpt  from the Remembering the Children 
prayer. This prayer was used during the Aboriginal and 
Church Leaders’ Tour to Prepare for Truth and 
Reconciliation, held in March 2008. 
To read the complete prayer, go to rememberingthechildren.ca

From Remembering the Children Prayer

Great Creator God

who desires that all creation live in harmony and peace,

Remembering the Children

we dare to dream of a Path of Reconciliation

where apology from the heart leads to healing of the heart

and the chance of restoring the circle,

 where justice walks with all,

 where respect leads to true partnership,

 where the power to change comes from each heart.

Hear our prayer of hope,

and guide this country of Canada

on a new and different path.      Amen

The journey of healing and reconciliation

It is with great pleasure that  we share our 
experience of the first  women’s Creators 
of Peace Circle in the Greater Toronto 
Area, held November 2-4. Led by 
facilitators Janyce Konkin (Calgary) and 
Shaneeza Nazseer (Toronto), this diverse 
group of women ranging from their 20s 
to their 80s created supportive bonds of 
friendship over the span of a weekend.
Gathering for the first  time on the Friday 
evening marked an important  Toronto 
milestone in  introducing the history, 
value, and power of the program. Soon 
after, as a group we defined what  peace 
meant  to us: a quiet mind and  an open 
heart creating harmony with all beings, which set the tone 
for the weekend.
Throughout  the workshop, women allowed themselves to 
be vulnerable with  new friends by sharing turning points in 
their lives. Every  woman had a different  story from which 

empathy, compassion and understanding 
emerged. The strength and tenacity  of 
these women was an important reminder 
to always be kind because everyone is 
fighting their own battle.
It was a powerful weekend surrounded 
by precious new friends. As we parted 
ways we carried with us practical 
experiences and tools to enable us to be 
more effective creators of peace in our 
own lives.
Melanie Klein and Shaneeza Nazseer 
look forward to hosting future women’s 
Creators of Peace Circles in the Toronto 
region  in early 2013, followed soon after 

by a facilitator training weekend to open up the possibilities 
of expanding this transformative program across Ontario 
and beyond.

Melanie Klein & Shaneeza Nazseer, Toronto
(See Page 3 for ways to learn more about Creators of Peace Circles.)

Toronto Creators of Peace Circle participants

Creators of Peace Circle held in Toronto
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Citizen Project in Quebec
Following the large gatherings of the 
Citizen  Project in Victoriaville in  
March and in Montreal in August 
2012, the third one will be held in 
Quebec City on March 2, 2013 at 
Laval University. Preparation 
meetings are on the way with  much 
anticipation. First  Nations organ-
izations are eager to get  involved with 
IofC and our partner organization 
Espace Art Nature of Neuville. 
The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which welcomed our 
proposal of the Citizen Project  in 
March 2011, and the Ministry of 
Aboriginal Affairs are both following 
closely with interest  what  we do. They 
are requesting the one-hour theatrical 
presentation we created on testimonies 
of the survivors of the Indian 
Residential Schools to use during their 
own regional gathering of April 2013 
in Montreal.
Following the large public gatherings, 
smaller Circles of Trust are 
developing well. In the Victoriaville 
region, the fourth one was held on 
December 12 at the Abenaki 
community  of Odanak. In Montreal, 
the first  one of these permanent 
Circles was on  September 26 with  45 
participants. The second one will  be 
held on December 17. Requests for 
participation and involvement are 
multiplying. The addition  of a fourth 
gathering in Sherbrooke on May 25 is 
a sign of this dynamic. 

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Peace agreement celebrated
IofC in Calgary  was invited to present 
a keynote address to the 21st 
Anniversary  of the Paris Peace 
Agreement  celebrated by the Khmer-
Canadian Youth Association on 
October 20. The theme this year 
focused on “What  does peace mean  to 
us?” and “How can we build peace?” 
I provided an interactive talk, not only 
engaging the Cambodians in defining 
what peace means to them, but also 
describing the importance of building 
peace within themselves first, before 
expanding it to others such as family, 
community, nation and the world. The 
basic message I tried to impart  for 
them is that  the central glue to 
sustainable peace-building is our own 
personal will to live by values such as: 
respect, compassion, honesty and 
forgiveness.

Many of the Cambodians responded 
positively to this message, reflecting 
later to me that my presentation 
reminded them of their own 
commitment to live by Buddhist 
teachings. 

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Ottawa Volunteering Program 
During exchanges of ideas held in 
Ottawa over recent months, people 
suggested different  ways to involve 
volunteers.
Letty Berhe, the office administrator,  
suggested that we could enlist  some 
high school students who are required 
to fulfill Community Involvement 
volunteering requirements with 
charities. Five students have already 
become involved. In reply  to  my 
description of the work  of IofC, one of 
their guidance counsellors wrote, “It 
sounds like a wonderful opportunity.”

IofC is a community partner with the 
University of Ottawa’s Centre for 
Global and Community Engagement, 
and our placement  offer resulted in a 
volunteer joining the Multicultural 
Women’s Friendship Circle, an 
initiative run by Susan Korah.

Another volunteer is Ute Gerbrandt, 
an  IofC member who 
volunteers on Wednesday 
mornings. She brings 
considerable experience in 
international development 
overseas and in Canada. 
Her work has already 

enhanced the archives’ development 
project.

Thembi Silundika, another volunteer, 
took an entire day from her busy 
schedule to sort  out  documents on 
projects in which she had been 
involved. 

Elaine Gordon, Ottawa

Women’s Friendship Circle
IofC’s Ottawa office has become the 
scene of lively conversation – 
interspersed with thoughtful silences – 
every Thursday  night  since the 
Multicultural Women’s Friendship 
Circle was launched on November 8. 

Led by Susan Korah and mentored by 
Elaine Gordon, two long-time IofC 
members, this is a new initiative 
inspired by  Creators of Peace and 
influenced by Connecting Commun-
ities, two  of IofC’s most  popular 
programs worldwide.
The Multicultural Women’s Friend-
ship Circle is intended to build bridges 
of trust  and friendship between six 
immigrant  and six established 
Canadian women in order to  foster a 
sense of belonging and inclusion in 
the newcomers. 
The 12 women in the Friendship 
Circle will get  together for six 
evenings of fellowship and trust-
building while sharing food, 
practising English conversation, and 
learning about opportunities for 
community  and civic engagement 
through a varied program of guest 
speakers and videos. Between 
sessions they keep in touch via email 
and Facebook: FriendshipCircle .

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

Student volunteers (l-r) Denait Kahsai, Naomi 
Solomon, Delina Berhane, Salem Araia, Betty Araia

Women engaged in the Ottawa Friendship Circle

Ute Gerbrandt

(photo left) 
Participants at the 

Cambodian Paris Peace 
Agreement Celebration 

in Calgary
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Listening to God, 
hearing others
In July 1991, as I was visiting an 
evangelical pastor in Manitoba, he 
loaned me a big thick biography of 
Frank Buchman, On the tail of a 
Comet by Garth Lean.*  I read it 
almost in one shot. 
Here are some lessons and 
observations that  I learned from the 
life of Frank Buchman:  
• He was able to share with others 

his strong faith in Jesus Christ and 
still managed to be respectful of 
other beliefs. 

• Frank Buchman was confident 
enough in himself and in  his 
Christian convictions to be able to 
work with people from other 
philosophies in order to  bring forth 
change in society, and to do that 
without compromising his own 
faith.

• As many spiritual movements and 
revivals touched almost exclusively 
the poor and needy (much as that 
has its own value), he had the 
ability  to influence the thinkers, the 
well-educated, and some of the 
leaders of this world.

• The humble influence of one 
person (the “power of one”) can 
multiply itself to produce a 
multitude of work  and movements. 
This also reproduces other disciples 
discreetly. It is a quiet revolution. 

• This man placed his trust  in God 
and let  himself be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, despite his high 
education and organizational skills. 

• He considered listening to  God as a 
preferred way to be guided 
personally and collectively.

In short, what  I  learned from the 
writing of this man, and also from my 
personal relationship with  God, is the 
importance of taking the time on  a 
daily basis to  listen to the inner voice 
of God in us, and of listening to others 
around us. 
We live in a world where we are 
bombarded with words, but  with  very 
little time to listen.  
I end with this popular quote from 
Frank Buchman: “When man listens, 
God speaks. When man obeys, God 
acts…The lesson the world most 
needs is the art of listening to God.” 

Yves Alarie, Pastor, Montreal

*Available from www.amazon.ca

Reconciliation films shown
This year we were very fortunate to 
have our two movies, The Imam  & the 
Pastor and An African Answer shown 
at  the Marda Loop Justice Film 
Festival on Saturday, November 16. 
There was a Q&A following the 
viewings, where we were joined by 
local friends in the faith community, 
Imam Syed Soharwardy and Pastor 
Dennis Hansen, along with IofC 
Project Coordinator Janyce Konkin.

The first  question: “How do people 
who come to Canada who have issues 
about some of the kinds of things we 
have seen in this film respond to this 
film?” elicited strong support  by  both 
Imam Soharwardy and Pastor Hansen. 
Pastor Dennis Hansen said, “...For me 
the impact of this whole story is that  it 
starts with a spiritual decision. And 
that  is true whether you are Christian, 
Muslim  or some other religion or 
whether you are a secular human it 
has to start with  a spiritual decision  in 
your own life. …When I take the 
opportunity to get  to know my 
Muslim  neighbour…pretty soon that 
neighbour becomes my friend, and 
pretty soon I don’t  even see him as a 
Muslim, I see him as my friend. And 
that’s what’s important here.”
Imam Syed Soharwardy commented, 
“…It  was amazing how it  opened the 
eyes and minds of the people. Most 
people blame religion for division and 
wars and here religion was playing a 
role in bringing people together. It 
shows how religious people worked 
together to  understand issues and 
build trust. ...We do have issues and 
problems when we live in a very 
diverse society, so how we resolve 
issues and conflicts becomes very 
important.”
The films generated a good deal of 
follow-up traffic and commendations 
at  our display table along with 
contacts for new partnerings.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Two new volunteer roles
Creator of Peace Circles Coordinator
There is a growing interest  from 
women to  learn about  and participate 
in Creators of Peace Circles.
To lay a strong foundation, gather 
information and resources, and keep 
track of all that  is happening across 
Canada, the Programs Committee and 
the Council have appointed Anne 
Hartnell  from Surrey, B.C. to this 
volunteer position, which she has 
agreed to do for up to one year.
For further information on Creators of 
Peace Circles, please contact Anne at 
annehartnell@ca.iofc.org. You can 
also  view the promotional video on 
our website at intercultural .
Contact for Community 
of the Americas
During the Global Assembly in Caux 
August 12-19, participants from the 
Americas held impromptu meetings to 
talk about  the idea of building a 
Community of the Americas that 
could give support  and encourage-
ment to  each  other, and possibly  take 
some common actions. The first  step 
was to ask each country to identify a 
link person. Communicating through 
email and/or Skype, this group would 
explore how to build the community.
The Canadian Council of IofC has 
appointed Melanie  Klein  from 
Oakville, Ontario  to this volunteer 
role. She will be supported and 
mentored by  Keith  and Joy  Newman, 
building on their contacts with  people 
in South America and the Caribbean.

Alex Ramirez, Council Chair

Pull Together Canada!
The Kingston Whig-Standard 
newspaper ran an article on 
November 10 that is a personal 
account  by photojournalist  Bob 
Fleming of the 1942 Pull Together 
Canada musical revue produced by 
Moral Re-Armament  (forerunner to 
Initiatives of Change) in  support  of 
national Victory Loan campaigns 
during the 2nd World War.
In addition to a career in journalism, 
Fleming had stints in government  and 
public service, and was a member of 
the founding board of directors of the 
Canadian Journalism Foundation. 
His informative and heartwarming 
article ‘Pull Together Canada!’ is 
posted on  our website www.ca.iofc.org 
and is well worth the read.

Jack Freebury, Edmonton

Q&A panel at the Marda Loop Justice Film Festival
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IofC Canada partners with 
Farmers’ Dialogue in Africa
Through the initiative and generosity  of farmers in  Alberta, 
IofC Canada was a partner in  the delivery of capacity 
building training offered to  farmers in East  Africa in a 
Training the Trainers session that  took place near 
Nyahururu, Kenya from November 1 to 6.
The 20 people taking the training were from six African 
countries (Kenya, Uganda, Somalia, South Sudan, Congo 
DRC, Tanzania) and from four other countries. The 
participants greatly appreciated the training and the dynamic 
created by David Curtis (UK) and Zoryana Borbulevych 
(Ukraine) of Foundations for Freedom (F4F). Also involved 
were three members of Creators of Peace – Kenya  and a 
Congolese-born interpreter. Of the three main organizers, 
one was from France and two from Kenya.

The training was oriented mainly towards “the 
empowerment” of East African farmers, with a focus on 
team-building, personal commitment and reconciliation 
(often a key to local development), in order to equip trainees 
with essential skills to address the questions of rural 
development and agriculture. Each participant agreed to 
conduct two training sessions for farmers in their areas 
during the coming year.
Claude Bourdin, one of the organizers, writes: “It  is clear 
that  this training session has strengthened the dynamic of the 
Farmers’ Dialogue team in East  Africa. For instance, the 
organization of the next international Farmers’ Dialogue 
meeting, to be held in Kivu in November, 2013 has already 
been  taken in hand and a preparation meeting is scheduled to 
take place in Bukavu in February, 2013.
The financial participation of IofC Canada “was not  only 
generous,” writes Bourdin, “but came as a sign from heaven 
at  a moment when we had to decide about the payment  of air 
fares without any guarantee of funding. The decision was 
taken in faith  and the next morning the promise of support 
came from farming friends in Canada!”
The training session was followed by the official launching 
of the International Farmers’  Dialogue association, with the 
participation of an additional 60 people, mostly women 
farmers.

Richard Weeks, Ottawa

Initiatives of Change, Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5
Tel: 613 230 7197  Email: info@ca.iofc.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 26-January 1, 2013:  Winter gathering at 
Caux, Switzerland. Sincerity and serenity in a fast-moving 
world... true to life, or just a dream?  www.caux.iofc.org

Jonglei Peace Initiative/South Sudanese Workshops:
January 18-20, 2013:  Edmonton
February 1-3, 2013:  Toronto

February 22-24, 2013:  Facilitators’ Training in Calgary

Contact for above three events:  janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org

January 26, 2013: Vancouver Missions Fest Film Festival. 
Creators of Peace Circles film will be screened as part of the 
Home & Away Short Film Showcase at 5:03 p.m.
Contact:  annehartnell@ca.iofc.org 

March 2, 2013:  Quebec City. Third public gathering of 
the Citizen Project at Laval University, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Contact:  luciepage2012@hotmail.ca

May 25, 2013:  Sherbrooke. Fourth public gathering of 
the Citizen Project, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Contact:  Josee Godbout j_godbout1@yahoo.ca

Initiatives of Change
Building trust across the world’s divides

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 
religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

For more information visit:   
www.ca.iofc.org

Participants and organizers of the Farmers’ Dialogue held in Kenya

Note:  The 2012 Caux Conference report is now available online 
or to download. www.iofc.org/caux-report-2012

Thank-you for your generosity

In December each year, more and more people are choosing to 
celebrate differently by serving meals to the needy, singing for 

senior citizens, making “green gifts” or donating to their 
favourite charities.

Initiatives of Change provides an opportunity to make a 
sustainable gift that feeds the heart and the soul by inviting you 

to send a contribution towards the development of its 
initiatives.

Thanks to the generosity of those who responded to the 
financial needs through their prayers, their time or their 

donations, more than half the target of $100,000 has been 
raised since October. One immediate effect is that IofC can 

continue to fund the trust-building work being facilitated by its 
Project Coordinator, for another six months.

Donations are tax-deductible and can be made online at 
www.ca.iofc.org or by mailing a cheque payable to 

Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer,  Initiatives of Change Canada
Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, 

Ottawa, ON K2P 0G5
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