
Victoriaville, Quebec 
The Imam & the Pastor film inspires hope
Twelve members of the Festival de la Paix  gathered at my 
home on December 8  to get to  know each other, to see the 
documentary, The Imam  & the Pastor, and to meet Laurent 
Gagnon of IofC-Montreal. Convinced about the intensity of 
this tool, we wanted to share it  with others. So, that  same 
evening, the desire grew in me to organize a follow-up.
It  happened on February 9, at the Café Chrétien, through 
the Festival de la Paix team. Laurent, along with Arber 
Fetiu of IofC-Quebec City, a young Muslim originally 
from Kosovo, led the dialogue after the screening. 
Father Gérard Marier, founder of 
the Communauté du Désert  in 
Victoriaville, brought  us to 
thoughtful reflection. Forty 
people, between the ages of 19 
and 82, from various origins and 
beliefs as well as non-believers, 
participated in this dynamic 
evening.
There was a strong consensus that 
this tool should be used every-
where in Quebec to encourage the 
reconciliation of differences. A 
young woman, part  of a group of 
seven preparing to go to Peru as 
young volunteers, expressed her 
helplessness in face of life’s 
expectations. “We, the youth, can’t 
be naïve; we can’t  live our lives 
carelessly in front of so many responsibilities.”
She also referred to  the 2003 Canadian documentary 
movie, The Corporation,  which talks about multinationals 
that  voluntarily destroy  the nature in  various countries, 
with the purpose of greed. She felt  discouraged about our 
society. After The Imam  & the Pastor film, she found a 
light of hope for our world. So there is a future… soon.

Johanne Hamel, Festival de la Paix 
www.festivaldelapaix.ca  

Reflecting on lessons learnt
I was invited by Laurent Gagnon to help with The Imam & 
the Pastor film showing on  February  9 in Victoriaville. I 
spent 1½ hours by bus to go there from Quebec City where 
I live and study political sciences at Laval University.
This was my first  experience in such a dialogue circle 
where we exchanged on  diverse deep issues. When I first 
saw the film, weeks before this event, I found myself in 
tears while listening to these two leaders who had made 
their faith a powerful tool to create peace. For a Kosovo 
Albanian, condemned with  a memory of the war, the 

documentary  is very appealing 
since it  represents a strong 
argument  on how the gift of peace 
and of forgiveness is the greatest 
triumph. 
My faith has shaped me in the way 
that  pardon is an honest  and 
honourable investment. During the 
screening, a statement  of Prophet 
Muhammad, that  has modeled my 
paradigm about relationship with 
others, came to my mind: “Never 
be hateful of somebody, because 
that  person may be your beloved 
of tomorrow.” It  shows how 
people around us may be 
transformed and how we should 
always consider that they have the 
potential for change. 

As a student  and a proponent  of dialogue, I believe that 
offering a secure space for the others is the key for a better 
tomorrow. I was very  moved by all those who welcomed 
me as a brother in Victoriaville. Also, I hope that  my 
convictions about  IofC and my commitment  will be even 
more enforced during the Caux Scholar Program in which  I 
will be participating this summer.

Arber Fetiu, Quebec City
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Connecting with communities 
  — across the country and beyond

During the winter months, teams engaged in the work of Initiatives of Change (IofC) have been busy planning 
events for the spring. In this newsletter, as you read updates from  across the country east to west, and from 
overseas, you will see that new partnerships are being forged, members have been inspired  to take on leadership 
roles, and plans are underway for the implemention and growth of new initiatives.

Laurent Gagnon, Arber Fetiu, Dany Bourassa and 
Johanne Hamel meeting in Victoriaville.
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Developments in Quebec
While needs are great  in the province, 
IofC seeks to answer some of them in 
using its own approach, mainly  in 
partnership with  other organizations. It 
was said that  IofC’s role is not  mainly 
to do  but to make things happen for the 
sake of the world and of our 
communities.
In partnership, Initiatives of Change 
and Espace Art  Nature in  Quebec have 
initiated The Citizens’ Project to raise 
awareness in different  communities and 
ethnic groups relating to the issues 
being dealt with by the Truth  and 
Reconciliation Commission. The 
objective of this project  is to involve 
Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals in an 
inclusive process through Circles of 
Trust and two main public forums.
The film The Imam & the Pastor 
continues to encourage reconciliation in 
different  areas and contexts. A main 
projection occurred at the Montreal 
School Board Commission as well as 
two  in Victoriaville organized by the 
Peace Festival team. Other activities 
will follow in the next months thanks to 
a developing partnership between 
Initiatives of Change and the Peace 
Festival. Some showings of The Imam 
& the Pastor as well as For the Love 
of Tomorrow are in preparation in 
Montreal.
Transition  efforts are on the way in 
diverse facets of our work. Arber Fetiu, 
a Masters student  at  Laval University, 
will take part in the Caux Scholars 
Program, while Eliana Charlebois 
Gomez of Montreal will be in Caux for 
the second year as an Intern, and this 
year, promoted to Coordinator of 
Interns. Johanne Hamel of Victoriaville 
has applied to become a Caux Assistant. 
We are grateful that Geneviève Dick, 
a philosophy student  at Concordia 
University, will take on production of 
the Bulletin canadien from June on. 

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Newsbrief from Ottawa
On March 9, a day after International 
Women’s Day, Sara Vassigh, IofC 
Canada’s new Administrator at  the 
national office, is arranging a luncheon 
for a group  of ladies, to  celebrate the 
occasion. 

She will introduce the film For the 
Love of Tomorrow, about the life of her 
countrywoman Irène Laure, and lead a 
discussion  on how to translate the 
film’s message for a new generation.

A preview copy of An African Answer 
will be screened on March 15 for the 
Conflict Studies class at  St. Paul 
University. Professor Vern Neufeld 
Redekop, along with two colleagues, 
has already seen the DVD and ordered 
copies for the University. He sees this 
as an upcoming opportunity for his 
class to  enlist  in the hosting of a public 
occasion on April 9 at St. Paul, 
including various African diplomatic 
missions and featuring an African meal.

Rosalind Weeks, Ottawa

Connecting at University 
Cultural Fair Scarborough

On February 9, core members of the 
Toronto team visited the University  of 
Toronto Scarborough Campus (UTSC) 
to participate in  the university’s 
International Development and Culture 
Fair. This fair was part  of a series of 
events taking place all over Canada to 
recognize International Development 
Week (IDW), which started on 
February 6 and ended on February  12. 
IDW is a national celebration held 
annually during the first full week of 
February. The Canadian  International 
Development  Agency promotes this 
special week as a time to “illustrate and 
highlight  the work of Canada’s 
development community.” 

The Toronto team spent approximately 
four hours at  UTSC engaging with 
students and staff  of the school’s 
international development program. 
The coordinators of the event  took very 
good care of all guests – providing a 
warm welcome, tea and coffee in the 
morning, and a lovely light  lunch. We 
were also fortunate to get a booth in  an 
ideal location where there was plenty of 
foot-traffic and excellent  neighbours. 
To the right  of our booth was a young 

man who had recently  started his own 
non-governmental organization called 
Esther’s Echo and to the left of us were 
representatives of the Canadian and 
African Business Women’s Alliance 
(CAABWA). The CAABWA is 
dedicated to championing women 
entrepreneurs with an emphasis on 
supporting African women in their 
efforts to participate in  international 
trade. This was an  especially  fortunate 
neighbour at  the UTSC fair as IofC-
Toronto is currently working on a 
proposal for a Creators of Peace event 
anticipated to take place in Toronto in 
mid-September.

Mercy Okalowe, Toronto

On March 1, Mercy Okalowe of Toronto 
began a  four-month contract with IofC 
as Regional Project Coordinator in 
Toronto and SW Ontario. This area 
includes Toronto, Hamilton and the 
London and St. Thomas regions. 
Mercy's contact information is:
Email: mercy.okalowe@ca.iofc.org 
Tel: 416 276 2414 

Exciting news from Regina
At  the February  meeting of the Regina 
Multifaith Forum a happy surprise 
awaited IofC representatives.
Josh, a student from the University, and 
an occasional attendee at  Forum 
meetings, announced that  he and 
friends at  Luther College, an  affiliate of 
the University  of Regina, were planning 
to begin an IofC Club. The club would 
reach out to all of the University 
students not just  their college. He had 
been  in touch  with Dinesh Singh, a 
professor at  the University, who is the 
Forum member spearheading an 
approach to interest young people in 
our work. Their plans have not  yet been 
confirmed, but Josh requested help 
from all member religions in informing 
community  members who  are attending 
the University of Regina of this 
upcoming event.
We had had a showing of the The Imam 
& the Pastor at  Luther College a few 
years ago. The University Library 
purchased a copy of the film for the 
library, at the request of the Chaplain of 
Luther College. Josh  had been in touch 
with Janyce Konkin in Calgary at  that 
time, but  since then we had heard 
nothing. However, they had all checked 
the IofC website and agreed it  was a 
good way to start  to include others of 
different  faiths, or none, in friendship 
and understanding.

Jean Parker & Gwen McLean, Regina

Vic Walker, Jessie Henthorn, Imelda Walker, 
Ron Meetoos and Mercy Okalowe at the IofC 

booth for the University Cultural Fair.
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The IofC@UofC Club Calgary

Members of the UofC Club have 
focused their  attention this year on 
building a strong inner structure by 
spending time together, getting to  know 
each other through dialogue and 
participation in team building events 
such as dinners together.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary 

Pastor James in Vancouver
Pastor James Wuye, whose story  of 
reconciliation with  Imam Muhammad 
Ashafa is told in  the film The Imam  & 
the Pastor, came in late January to take 
part in Vancouver’s Missions Fest 
along with other pastors from Nigeria. 
Included in the group that invited them 
was Paul Ndukwe of Link International 
Ministries, who had partnered with 
IofC in 2008 to  bring James and Ashafa 
to Western Canada.
Pastor James gave a workshop on the 
current  situation  in  Nigeria and the 
work he and other colleagues are 
involved in as they attempt  to bring all 
sides together to find a peaceful 
solution  in the area of Jos. He told 
about a group of 150  young people, 
Christian and Muslim, who have begun 
to reconcile and build trust  and now 
want to work together to develop land 
for vegetables and crops that can be 
sold locally. Land has been donated to 
the youth and they are now trying to 
raise money to  buy simple gardening 
tools and seeds.

At  their information booth  at Missions 
Fest,  copies of the film  The Imam  & the 
Pastor were available, and a DVD 
player ran short  clips from their new 
film An African Answer, which was 
filmed in Kenya.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

The NTSC version  of An African 
Answer, soon to be launched in North 
America, is available for pre-ordering 
from  fltfilmsnorthamerica@ca.iofc.org 
or call Chris Hartnell at 604 575 1264.

Community dialogue a good 
beginning in Surrey
The Mutifaith  Action Society brought 
together people from many faith 
backgrounds from various parts of 
Metro Vancouver for a community 
interfaith dialogue and dinner hosted by 
a church in Surrey, B.C. The meal, 
from the Canadian Singh Sabha 
Gurdwara, was provided free.
Having Faith in People: Government 
and  Faith Organizations Partnering for 
Progress was the theme of the event. 
Four politicians representing municipal, 
provincial and federal government gave 
short  talks and interacted with people at 
the tables. 

Lively conversations took place as 
groups discussed issues that  their faith 
community  has dealt  with or is dealing 
with. As we talked at  our table we 
began to realize that  we have more 
things in common than things that 
divide us. An Aboriginal woman said, 

“I  like the word Action in Multifaith 
Action Society. We need to talk  but 
we also need to do something.”

We thought that having faith 
communities come together over a 
common need in the community 
could benefit  the whole com-
munity. A challenge for the next 
conversation might  be to identify 
key issues for partnership and 
dialogue in which public servants 
and faith communities have a 
shared interest.

On a personal note, Chris and I were 
delighted to see people there with 
whom we had interacted at  other events 
during the past years. It was like seeing 
part of a tapestry with different threads 
being woven in and a picture gradually 
unfolding.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Action for Life 5 team in Fiji
Participants in the Action  for Life 5 
(AfL5) training program  have 
completed their initial training in 
India and begun the third  phase, 
splitting into four small action teams 
to work alongside IofC teams in  East 
Africa, South-East Asia, Eastern 
Europe and the Pacific. Min-Hui and 
Young-Tae Kim, the young South 
Korean couple who IofC Canada 
helped to sponsor for this training, 
have been assigned  to  the Pacific 
action  team, and Min-Hui sends us an 
update. Read  more about AfL at 
www.afl.iofc.org or subscribe to their 
newslet ter by email ing af l -
newsletter@lists.iofc.org or requesting 
it from the IofC Ottawa office.

Bula  Vinaka (a warm hello) from Min-
Hui, greeting you from the lovely 
Islands in Fiji. After India, my husband 
Young-Tae and I joined the Pacific 

team. We visited New 
Zealand for three 
weeks and moved to 
Fiji for five weeks. We 
leave March 8  for the 
Solomon Islands.
In New Zealand, it  was 
good to meet the local 
team there , and 
fellowship with them. 
Alison from Wellington 
and Roshan  from 

Auckland are wives so busy with kids 
but  passionate about  IofC work. I was 
so inspired by them. Also we met  the 
Wood family; Peter, Glenys, Sarah and 
Richard. In 2002, I met them in the UK 
where I was well looked after. For such 
a long time we hadn’t met  each other, 
but  this journey was an  opportunity  to 
bring us together.
Now we are in Fiji at  Suresh Khatri’s 
house. He is the leader of our team. 
Many Koreans come to visit  here for 
their honeymoon; yes, it  is paradise. 
But the lives of people here are hiding 
many problems. It  is interesting to get 
to know and understand the nation and 
the people through staying together.
Greetings to all the IofC people in 
Canada. Thank you very much indeed.

Min-Hui Na, AfL5 Fiji

Participants listening to a speaker at the Multifaith event in Surrey.

IofC@UofC Club members Shayan, Raveena, 
Shaista (club president) and Venki.

Pastor James Wuye (bottom left) interacting with 
people at Missions Fest in Vancouver.
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Former Caux Scholar in Burma and China
I am a consultant  in the field of peacebuilding and conflict 
resolution. My little company Peace and Health 
(peaceandhealth.org) has been working at  building 
relationships and empowering community to fight the spread 
of HIV through HIV preventative education in Yunnan, 
China.
I have a background in conflict  resolution  from the 
University of Victoria where I took a special look at  the role 
of spirituality in peacebuilding; particularly within the 
process taking place in  Burma (Myanmar). About  10 years 
ago I was fortunate enough to be a Caux Scholar with IofC 
in Caux, Switzerland. That experience, coupled with my 
study  at UVic, has proven to be an  effective source of 
knowledge and practice that I have drawn on throughout  my 
professional and personal life.
My time in Burma led indirectly  to my project  work in 
Yunnan, China. Along their common border both countries 
share ethnic minority populations who, often disen-
franchized from mainstream life, have disproportionately 
high levels of HIV. In this area HIV is most  often contracted 
through high-risk behaviour such as drug injection and 
unprotected sexual activity, which is something we believe 
can be seriously diminished through preventative education. 
With our local partnerships we have taken our program to 
remote villages in high-risk  areas along the mountainous 
border of Burma and China.

We have used an 
interactive, local-based 
curriculum that  has 
proven to be both fun  and 
effective. Currently we 
are shifting attention 
towards village town-
ships in the area, and 
training locals in a peer-
focused program in 
preventative education 
and in diminishing stigma 
associated with HIV.

In a natural way I have been  able to  connect  some of my 
international work with my local community. Near my home 
in Vancouver is a coffee shop owned by a man who moved 
here from mainland China a number of years ago. I  often 
spend time there studying/practising Mandarin and 
discussing current events, which then helps me when I’m 
back in China.

Aron Tegenfeldt, from Vancouver, B.C.

Initiatives of Change, Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5
Tel: 613 230 7197  Email: info@ca.iofc.org 

Initiatives of Change
Building trust across the world’s divides

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 
religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered 
as a charitable organization under the name of 

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada). 
Contributions to its work are tax deductible. 

For more information visit:   
www.ca.iofc.org

The Canadian Newsletter is published four times a 
year by Initiatives of Change Canada. 
To subscribe: 
Email: admin@ca.iofc.org 
To submit articles:
Email: newsletter@ca.iofc.org 
To donate: 
Online at:  www.ca.iofc.org
By mail:  send cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to: 
The Treasurer,  Initiatives of Change Canada, 
Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5 
To receive international IofC news:
Register to receive xChange updates by going to 
www.iofc.org. On the right-hand side of the Home page, 
under Become a Site Member, select Register here and 
follow the instructions.

AGM weekend 
of Initiatives of Change Association (Canada) 

May 13-15 Montreal
The program will begin Friday evening and run through 
Sunday lunch.  AGM meeting Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m.
 at Villa Saint-Martin, 9451 Gouin boul. West, Montreal. 
Members will receive the relevant information soon. 
Details can also be obtained from the Ottawa office 

admin@ca.iofc.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 25 Montreal:  The Imam & the Pastor film, at 
Relais Mont-Royal, at 8 p.m.  Contact: l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org  

April 3 Montreal:  For the Love of Tomorrow, at the 
Gagnons’ parish, 11:45 a.m.  Contact: l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org  

April 8-10 Edmonton: Peace Circle facilitated by Anne 
Hartnell & Janyce Konkin. Contact: janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

April 29-May 1 Calgary:  Peace Circle Facilitator 
Training, 3-day session given by Anne Hartnell and Janyce 
Konkin.  Contact: janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

May 3-6 Calgary:  Facilitator training in Trustbuilding 
with Cricket White from Richmond, Virginia, culminating in 
a trustbuilding workshop with the Sudanese community of 
Calgary on May 7.  Contact: janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

May 7 Quebec City:  Night of Spirituality session, at 
Laval University.  Contact: l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org

July 3-August 8:  Caux Conferences 2011
Initiatives of Change Conference Centre Caux, Switzerland
July 3-8: Transform yourself–Transform the world around you
July 10-17: Caux forum for human security
July 26-31: Learning to live in a multicultural world
August 2-8: Trust and integrity in the global economy
For information:  www.caux.iofc.org 

Aron picking up training materials 
in Taipei en route to Yunnan.
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