
The Citizen Project, in the province of Quebec, is engaging members of First Nations and non-First Nations communities in 
an inclusive process, raising awareness, inviting everyone to  get involved with generosity and an open heart. The project will 
run for 15 months, from January 1, 2012 to March 31, 2013.
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 Launching the Citizen Project

The Journey
This initiative started in 2008, at  the Quebec City IofC 
Canadian Gathering, when Bob Watts, then Interim 
Executive Director of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada  (TRC), 
encouraged Initiatives of Change (IofC) to get 
actively involved. Watts had been invited to the 
Gathering by Maggie Hodgson from Alberta, 
founder of the National Day of Healing and 
Reconciliation.
In March 2011, IofC Canada submitted a grant 
request to the TRC. It  was accepted in October 
and then sent  to  the Ministry of Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development Canada, the body 
responsible for the financial agreement that was signed by 
the Managing Director of IofC Canada on February 16, 
2012. The budget  is $50,000, which includes a $30,000  grant 
from the Ministry. It will be a challenge to raise the extra 
$20,000, but we trust that new ways will be found.
Partnerships
Dominique  Rankin, a Residential Schools survivor and 
Algonquin hereditary Grand Chief, has accepted the role of 
spiritual leader. Four colleagues from Espace Art Nature  of 
Neuville, who played a major role in the Quebec City IofC 
Canadian Gathering in  2008, are the main partners with  
IofC  Canada  in this venture. The Peace  Festival  of 

Victoriaville  hosted the first public event. “It was deeply 
emotional and the 180 enthusiastic participants from many 
faith, language and cultural backgrounds brought to light 

that  fibre of common humanity  which  binds us 
all together,” stated Benoît Charlebois, Managing 
Director of IofC Canada.
The activities
Three full-day Public Forums will be held: 
March 17–Victoriaville, August 4–Montreal, 
during the annual First  Peoples’ Festival, and 
early 2013–Quebec City. Circles of Trust  in 
these three cities, and hopefully  in more, will 
create opportunities for an ongoing way of 

meeting, listening and dialoguing with Quebecers of all 
origins. 
Sharing the responsibility
While these events will take place in Quebec, we are hoping 
that  colleagues from other provinces will engage in the 
project with us in their own creative ways. Interaction with 
the TRC provides an excellent  opportunity for non-
aboriginals to acknowledge their common responsibility to 
heal a very sad period of our country’s history and to 
establish new relationships of reciprocal trust and respect.
Together, let’s make this dream come true for the future 
generations.

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

THE CIRCLE OF TRUST

On January 29, An African Answer had its Western 
Canada premiere screening as one of 18 films 
selected for the 3rd Annual Film Festival at the 2012 
Vancouver Missions Fest held at Canada Place.
Over 300 people watched the screening of An African 
Answer,  which  was introduced by Chris Hartnell, 
manager and distributor for FLTfilms North America. 
When violence broke out  in  Kenya after the 2007 
elections, Imam Ashafa and Pastor Wuye – former 
militia leaders turned peacemakers from Nigeria – were 
invited to  mediate in the worst  affected district. The film, a 
sequel to The Imam  & the Pastor, documents their  dramatic 
bid to bring healing and reconciliation to the region.
For a subsequent question-and-answer session, Chris 
Hartnell was joined by Rev. Paul Ndukwe, of  Link 

International Ministries who had partnered with IofC 
in 2007 to invite Pastor Wuye and Imam Ashafa on 
their first visit to Canada. 
The film was well received and about $300 of DVD 
stock was sold.  A Film Festival committee member 
commented,  “I thought your film was nicely put 
together – congratulations. Your presentation was 
inspiring and filled me with  hope that  there are 
Christians with a heart for meaningful friendships and 

respect for other people of Faith.”
Another committee member, a current  film student, had 
checked out the Canadian IofC web site and approached 
Chris to see how he could assist  with promotion and 
marketing. He and Chris will meet to explore this further.

Chris Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Western Canada Premiere of An African Answer 



I am grateful for the support I have 
received in undertaking this six-week 
journey to  India and Burma (January 6 
to February 15). It  was wonderful to  be 
back  in  Panchgani after 30 years and I 
find it  as beautiful, active and inspiring 
as ever. It  was the ideal location for a 
dialogue on Making Democracy Real, 
as the centre itself is a model of 
inclusive, participatory democracy 
where all are needed and heeded: young 
and old, rich and poor.
Having missed a chance to travel to 
Africa this year, I  found myself helping 
to receive and look after a large 
delegation from South Sudan, led by 
the Vice-President. Assisting with the 
delegation of 19, including presidential 
advisors, commission chairs and three 
MPs, was my old friend George Achor, 
who returned to Juba from Ottawa a 
few years ago. 
In her inspiring recorded message to the 
dialogue, Daw Aung San  Suu Kyi from 
Burma said that  democracy  has to do 
with the whole of society, not  just 
government, and that  it  starts in the 
family. We needed to be free, she 
asserted, not  just  from  the oppression of 
others, but also  from our own 
weaknesses. She appealed to the heirs 
of Gandhi to help Burma follow the 
right  path. With these thoughts in  my 
mind, I flew from Mumbai to Yangon.

It is almost 60  years since I  visited 
Burma as a 10-year-old boy, when my 
father was working there with the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 
The country is now emerging from fifty 
years of internal strife and military rule 
and its new “civilian” government is 

implementing change at  an unexpected 
pace. In Yangon the sense of hope and 
new opportunity is palpable, but this 
sense has yet to reach Kachin State, 
where renewed fighting between the 
Burmese armed forces and the Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) brought  an 
abrupt  end to a ceasefire that had lasted 
from 1994 till June 2011, laying waste 
to villages and displacing 50,000 people, 
some of whom I met and spoke with.

IofC’s links with Burma reach back into 
the 1930s. The saying, “When  I point 
my finger at my neighbour, there are 
three more pointing back at  me,”* came 
from a Burmese educator named Daw 
Nyen Tha, who met MRA around that 
time and who had a genius for 
illustrating simple truth in graphic 
ways. With  Mike and Jean Brown from 
Australia, who were in Yangon for a 
week while I was there, we were able to 
re-establish links with  a number of 
people who  have known IofC in the 
past  and meet  with others who  could be 
part of a delegation from Myanmar to 
the 2012 Caux Forum  for Human 
Security. 
Many felt  that  IofC could play a role in 
addressing the lack of understanding 
and trust between the ethnic nation-
alities and the Burman majority that has 
been  an underlying cause of conflict. 
This was demonstrated by the moving 
response to the Australian stolen 
generation reconciliation story as told 
by Mike Brown at  different  times 
during the visit.

Richard Weeks, Ottawa
__________

*Editor’s note:  This saying was the basis 
for a song written and composed by 
Cecil Broadhurst, the Canadian actor 
featured in the article From the archives. 
The song later became used by 
IofC’s program Action for Life, see 
www.afl.iofc.org/resources/songs/point.

Melding work and 
volunteer roles
The concept  of part-time worker, full-
time committed has always appealed to 
me. Perhaps it  is because I relish having 
many things to do. I have things I don’t 
want to give up  and find new things to 
challenge and engage me. So I find 
myself working half time as a 
consultant to non-profits who do work 
internationally and I volunteer half time 
as Board member and Treasurer of the 
IofC International Association. On 
occasion I find the two overlap. 
In March I  will be in Uganda on behalf 
of a client  working on maternal health 
issues in  Africa, and will take the 
opportunity while there to connect with 
colleagues at IofC Uganda. On my 
work life side with non-profit  clients, 
the focus is on addressing basic human 
need issues through training, 
infrastructure development and policy 
advocacy. On my volunteer life side 
with IofC, the focus is on addressing 
basic human needs through  personal 
and relational transformation impacting 
both local and global spheres. Rather 
than seeing these as two contradictory 
ideas, I see them both  as valid 
approaches. Both are needed, and I feel 
privileged to be involved in each.

Lorne Braun, Richmond, B.C.

Offshoots of the 
Imam and Pastor’s visit
Since the visit  of Imam Ashafa and 
Pastor Wuye to Montreal on November 
2-3, the interest  continues in their 
astonishing story of reconciliation, with 
requests for more information  and 
orders of the DVD set The Imam  & the 
Pastor and An African Answer, from 
university students and others. In 
talking with them, it became apparent 
that  they had discovered on our web 
site not only information about  the 
films, but also  stories of long-term and 
deep  commitment  to humanity. This led 
to their interest  in the Citizen Project  in 
Victoriaville on March 17.
Following the interfaith leaders’ 
gathering at the Montreal City Hall on 
November 3, I was invited to  be part of 
a larger meeting on March  21 organized 
by the City  of Montreal and the 
Canadian Ecumenical Centre during 
antiracism week.
While they  were here, Imam Ashafa 
and Pastor Wuye were interviewed on 
Radio Ville-Marie. Since then, a well 
edited and documented version of this 
interview, in French, and a presentation 

Maung Maung Thang & his wife Myinte Myinte Aye, 
who came from Burma to the democracy dialogue

in Panchgani, bringing with them the message
from Aung San Suu Kyi

Richard Weeks (back left) visiting a camp for 
internally displaced people in Kachin State, Burma

Making democracy real – in India & Burma
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about IofC by Benoît  Charlebois, have 
been  posted on the web site of the 
Catholic Diocese of Montreal and on 
the web sites of diverse networks in the 
province.
I was invited on February 9 to 
introduce the film The Imam  & the 
Pastor and to  lead the dialogue at  the 
International School of Ville de Laval 
near Montreal. The high school 
students were eager, and the teachers 
are seeking funding to invite me more 
often to show the film and give them 
training for its use in their classrooms.
We will harvest  more and more fruits 
from the visit of Pastor Wuye and 
Imam Ashafa, finding more ways to 
promote the richness of cultural and 
religious diversity in the province. 

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

New Office Administrator
We would like to 
extend a warm 
welcome to Letty 
Berhe who took on 
the role of Office 
Administrator in 
the Ottawa office 
on January 2. 
Letty has worked 
for many years     
as Finance and 

Administrative Assistant  at the 
Embassy of the State of Eritrea, 
creating innovative office procedures 
and interacting with both  diplomats and 
the public. She has volunteered with 
the National Union of Eritrean Women 
and the Eritrean  Community  in Ottawa. 
She is pleased to have reconnected with 
Initiatives of Change, having heard 
many years ago about  its earlier work 
in Eritrea. Letty’s office email address 
is admin@ca.iofc.org .

Hilary Kariotis, Editor

Veterinarians attend conflict 
resolution workshop
Last summer, Mathieu Pruvot  attended 
a weekend workshop on Social Justice 
and Peace-building, hosted by the 
Calgary Centre for Global Community 
(CCGC) with whom IofC Calgary 
regularly  collaborates. A French PhD 
candidate in Veterinary Medicine at 
UofC, Mathieu is convinced that  peace 
education  should be included in all 
disciplines of education. After 
collaborating with IofC and CCGC, and 
with approval from his faculty, he set 
up a three-hour workshop  on The role 
of veterinarians in conflict resolution 
and peace-building.

Mathieu first discussed the concepts of 
conflict, violence and peace in relation 
to  their future activities as 
veterinarians. Using an interactive 
model, the group identified realistic 
examples from the interpersonal, 
community, national and global levels 
where their profession can work toward 
peace rather than  contribute to 
violence. The dynamic around this 
reflection was very  positive and helped 
participants realize the multiple skills 
they already  have to promote conflict 
resolution and non-violence. 
The second half of the workshop 
focused on  role-playing where four 
true-life scenarios highlighted different 
levels at  which  veterinarians could be 
engaged in conflict resolution.
“The level of discussion and of critical 
thinking about what had just  happened 
during the scenario simulations was 
amazing to observe,” Mathieu reports. 
He said, “This exercise really helped 
participants to see the dynamic of one 
being emotionally attached to his own 
views and then progressively  pushed to 
realize that  there is another side to the 
story.”
The workshop was greatly appreciated 
by the students and the course 
coordinators and shows how it is 
possible to adapt peace education  to 
very specific fields. We look forward to 
working with  Mathieu as he expands 
the model into  more university 
faculties.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

From the archives
In 1938, on  a transatlantic crossing by 
the Canadian Pacific liner “Empress of 
Britain,” a daily events flyer advertised 
a showing of the film Youth  Marches 
On, to be introduced by  one of its 
leading actors, Winnipeg-born Cecil 
Broadhurst. The film, which attracted 
many young people to the then Oxford 
Group  (forerunner of MRA/IofC), was 
directed by  Dr Dick Bird of Britain, 
who had settled in Saskatchewan in 
1921 and, through his pioneering work, 
became one of Saskatchewan’s most 
honoured filmmakers. 
The flyer, announcing the shipboard 
screening with Broadhurst’s intro-
duction, described in the photo below, 
is now part  of the archives being 
catalogued at the Ottawa office.
The film is a documentary about  the 
Oxford Group, telling the story of a 
Canadian cowboy who joins up and 
goes to London with a group  of young 

men, and his horse, to spread the 
Oxford Group’s message of brother-
hood and unselfishness. Youth Marches 
On  gained a place in Canada’s National 
Archives Collection, as Canada’s first 
motion  picture to be made with  music 
as an integral part of the sound track.
In addition to available Internet 
information on this 1930s ground-
breaking film, I am very grateful for 
additional help from Chris Hartnell, 
who is part of a team developing IofC’s 
international film archives in Caux.

Elaine Gordon, Ottawa

Letty Berhe

Film Director 
Dick Bird’s Studio, Regina

Cecil Broadhurst, 
leading actor in

Youth Marches On

__________
It is very interesting to learn about the 
youth activities of the past. The next two 
articles feature today’s enterprising 
young university students.  Editor
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IofC Club launched at Ottawa University
Julia Stockdale-Otarola and Tanya Wood first  met  in Caux, 
Switzerland while taking part  in the Human Security 
Conference in the summer of 2011. Julia participated in the 
Interns Program, attending workshops and working in 
reception. Tanya was working in communications as a 
stagiaire for the conference. When the two young women 
met, they realized that  they both attend the University of 
Ottawa and are in the same year. Julia and Tanya quickly 
decided they wanted to  try to start an initiative back  home in 
Ottawa and form an IofC Club at their university.
On January 27, during Clubs Week at  the University’s Student 
Centre, they set  up an information 
table and recruited students for the 
club. Tanya is now the President  of the 
IofC @ UofO Club and Julia is the 
Vice-President of Administration. 
Approximately 25 people came out on 
March 7 to the showing of The Imam 
& the Pastor, which the club hosted 
along with the Conflict Studies and 
Human Rights Week, and the reaction 
was very positive. People were enthusiastic, and discussions 
about reconciliation and track two diplomacy were nonstop. 
People really liked a positive truth, something they can look 
at and say, “it is possible, there’s proof right there.” 
Julia will be going to New York in April as a delegate for 
Model United Nations and Tanya will travel to Brazil in June 
to attend the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development. Julia will be graduating with  an 
Honours degree in International Studies and Modern 
Languages and Tanya with an Honours degree in Conflict 
Studies and Human Rights.

Julia Stockdale-Otarola, Ottawa

IofC Club flourishing at Calgary University
2011 Caux Scholar Firyal Mohamed, who also participated 
in the UN Climate Change Conference in South Africa last 
November as part of the Caux Forum for Human Security’s 
Environment and Economy Group, coordinated three days of 
displays at  the Student  Union’s Clubs Week in  late January 
that  generated renewed interest  by a small but  dedicated 
group at the University  of Calgary. An  introductory meeting 
was held the following week, and a planning session in early 
February. An interesting evening was spent  during Africa-

Week enjoying Ghanaian music at  a 
local coffee bar on February 17. 
On March 1, IofC took  part  in the 
Festival of Faith & Justice at the 
University. Joy Newman and IofC 
Club members manned our inform-
ation booth and participated in 
discussions, while Janyce led three 
tabletop  discussions, and presented 
a workshop  on The Interfaith 
Movement and Justice.
We are very excited to have these 

new IofC Club members at  the University where they will be 
participating next in a Trustbuilding Workshop on March 31.

Janyce Konkin, Calgary

Initiatives of Change, Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5
Tel: 613 230 7197  Email: info@ca.iofc.org 

Initiatives of Change
Building trust across the world’s divides

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 
religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered 
as a charitable organization under the name of 

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada). 
Contributions to its work are tax deductible. 

For more information visit:   
www.ca.iofc.org

The Canadian Newsletter is published four times a 
year by Initiatives of Change Canada. 
To subscribe: 
Email: admin@ca.iofc.org 
To submit articles:
Email: newsletter@ca.iofc.org 
To donate: 
Online at:  www.ca.iofc.org
By mail:  send cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to: 
The Treasurer,  Initiatives of Change Canada, 
Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5 

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 31, 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. Trustbuilding Leadership 
Workshop, University of Calgary, Facilitator: Janyce Konkin
Contact:  janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

April 10, 7:30 p.m. Identity: from the intimate to the 
global, Diocesan Services, Quebec City 
Contact:  lucie.page@ca.iofc.org 

April 13-15, Calgary Women’s Peace Circle.
Contact:  janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org

May 5, 12 hours of Spirituality, University Laval, Quebec 
City. Contact:  lucie.page@ca.iofc.org

May 11-12, “Moving Forward” Consultation: Vancouver 
Regional Gathering, University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver.  Contact:  admin@ca.iofc.org 

May-June-July (exact dates to be determined shortly), 
“Moving Forward” Consultation: Regional Gatherings 
(Montreal, Quebec City, Ottawa, Hamilton, Toronto, Regina, 
Calgary, Edmonton – to be confirmed).  
Contact: benoit.charlebois@ca.iofc.org 

July 1 to August 8, CAUX Conferences, Switzerland. 
For details see www.caux.iofc.org 

Julia Stockdale-Otarola
and Tanya Wood recruiting

Firyal Mohamed and 
Shenneille Henry at the 
Festival of Faith & Justice

A FINANCIAL NOTE 

To enable the continued growth of IofC initiatives and to 
support training opportunities at the Caux Conferences, 

your generous financial contributions are needed.
See below for ways to make a tax deductible donation.
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