
Susan Korah, from Ottawa:
As I settled in and began to fulfill my  responsibilities as a 
member of the organizing team of Learning to live in a 
Multicultural World, the opening conference of summer 
2010, my days and evenings were a hectic whirl of action 
balanced by quiet  reflection and lively conversations with 
people from around the world. The organizing team of 
international volunteers quickly bonded together in a spirit 
of cooperation  and incredible support  of one another. The 
caring and support  I received every day from other members 
of this team remain  a special part of my memories of this 
summer.
Returning to my home in Ottawa, I am enriched by new 
friendships, strengthened by a renewed determination to 
bring positive changes to my community and armed with 
concrete plans to achieve my goals.

Shawkat Hasan, from Richmond, B.C.:
About 350 people from countries around the world gathered 
at  the Caux Forum for Human Security where I  was 
privileged to share ideas with many prominent  people from 
all over the world, on how to keep the present  and the future 
generations safe. The conference discussions centred on 
important  topics such  as environment, desertification, and 
political and human survival on national and international 
levels. The experience that  the participants found in Caux is 
unique with no parallel to  it. The spirit and the nature of the 
conference was very welcoming, providing an honest 
platform where serious global issues could be discussed. 

Breaking the ice for  the guests was not a traditional step but 
one where, with  enthusiasm, prime ministers and interns 
were working hand-in-hand preparing and serving food, 
coffee, and sometimes entertaining the crowd. As with many 
other guests at  the conference, I had the opportunity to 
socialize and talk about  relevant  issues at  lunch, dinner or 
over a cup of tea. Such casual meetings were excellent  tools 
to initiate solutions to serious issues.
I left at  the end of the conference with a deep appreciation 
and with  an excitement  to  apply the spirit  witnessed at Caux 
in initiating the same opportunities for community leaders 
here in Canada to bridge and enhance our multiculturalism.

Ignacio Koudoglo, from Montreal:
I participated in the Caux Forum for Human Security 
session as an  administrative assistant under the leadership  of 
Janyce Konkin of Calgary. My motivation was to serve and 
to discover the best practices of IofC at  the international 
level. My expectations were well fulfilled. 
This first  Caux experience has reinforced in me the values 
and the convictions about  human dignity that I deeply 
believe in. I will do my best  to get more involved in my host 
country, especially in Montreal where I have been living 
with my wife and son since 2007 and where I study 
management. I am also mindful of Africa and particularly 
my country  Togo, where hopefully the Caux  spirit  can 
spread and make a positive impact  there too. I am already in 
contact with people who could make a difference.
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Canadians energized at Caux’s 
Home for the World

Every summer, people from  all continents have the opportunity to  meet in  Caux, the 
international conference centre for Initiatives of Change (IofC) in  Switzerland. 
Caux has more to offer than conferences. It is a unique place where all parties, all 

cultures, all generations seek for answers and 
share solutions found in  specific areas; where 
the personal is intimately bonded with the 
more global; where hope for a  better world is 
always present and where one can recharge 
the batteries to  continue his/her part in 
building trust, respect and honesty towards a responsible commitment. A place where 
country leaders and people at the grass roots meet, share visions for their countries as 
well as the practical work to help run the place.
This year, about 20 Canadians from  four provinces took part one way or another: young 
people as interns or conference assistants; some representing Canada at the 
International Association’s General Meeting or the Global Communications meeting. 
They participated in four of the six sessions under the themes: Learning to Live in a 
Multicultural World, Caux Forum for Human Security, Training by Initiatives of 
Change, and Trust and Integrity in the Global Economy.

Canadians celebrating Canada Day at Caux.

Janyce Konkin (front) leading the Caux 
Forum team. Behind her from Canada are 

Shaista Hasham and Ignacio Koudoglo.

First-time participants share their impressions



First-time impressions of Caux 
– continued
Judy Parker, from Calgary:
It was very rewarding to be surrounded 
by so many people from different  parts 
of the world. What  an incredible 
experience it  was to interact  with them 
and to feel part  of something much 
larger than myself  and my community 
back  in Canada. Each day was an 
adventure, wondering who I would 
meet or what I would learn next.
My time in Caux was a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect  on the work that 
IofC undertakes as well as 
understanding how IofC brings people 
from all over the world together in a 
safe environment.  I now have a 
renewed sense of purpose in  my own 
community.

Amazing Caux revisited

Alexandra Tarasenco, from Montreal, 
returned  to  Caux after eight years to 
assist with Preparation Week:
I am a mother of three children, coming 
from the Republic of Moldova. Our 
family settled in Montreal in June 
2009. We left  behind those who are 
most  precious to us – our parents and 
relatives and our friends, many  of them 
part of the local IofC body called New 
Civilization. 
My husband and I  went to Caux eight 
years ago the last time. We were then 
expecting our first  baby. I went back in 
June this summer to reconnect  with 
people who  became part  of my life, to 
help with the running of the 
conferences, but  also to take time for 
myself, to reflect and feel where I am 
going; it  was never as important  for me 
as this year. Following the move to 
Montreal, I was trying to find my place 
in the new country and get  a direction 
for my life. Well, Caux was for me a 
big miracle: I came with one important 

question for my  life and the first  person 
I met had the answer. Isn’t  that 
amazing!?

A blast from the past!
Those involved with  MRA/IofC in  the 
50s and 60s will remember the three 
Colwell brothers (Steve, Paul and 
Ralph) from California who performed 
in all continents with the message of 
IofC. The veteran country and western 
group, now in their seventies, had first 
been  in Caux in 1953 and their last 
performance there had been  in 1961. 
Their return visit to Caux after so many 
years was a remarkable gift.  On August 
14, a packed Great  Hall rocked as they 
took the audience on a world tour from 
Congo, to Mexico, to Sarajevo. Sylvie 
Söderlund joined them  to sing The 
Prayer of St Francis,  composed by 
Herb Allen and Where the Roads Come 
Together, one of Paul Colwell’s songs, 
which was particularly poignant and 
inspiring.

Valuable skills acquired at 
Training by Initiatives of Change

IofC Canada Council member Tyrone 
Childs from Hamilton, Ontario 
explored educational ideas and 
methods in  the Education for Peace 
training module:
I personally experienced an 
understanding of IofC’s principles in 
the context of peace education, and 
gained new strategies for applying the 
peace education program in  different 
cultural contexts. 
The IofC members I met at  Caux had 
inspiring stories, bold vision and 
expressed a belief that  life could be 
redirected. Like Mary McLeod 
Bethune*, the world walked into my 
heart the day I walked into Caux.
*An African American teacher, one of the 
great educators of the United States and a 
civil rights leader.  Best known for starting a 
school for black students. Her story is told in 
the IofC film The Crowning Experience.

As well as acting as Project Manager 
for the Caux Forum for Human 
Security,  Janyce Konkin, from 
Calgary, enhanced her personal 
leadership skills in  a course on 
Leadership, Conflict and Culture:
As Project  Manager in Alberta, these 
skills will enable me to be more 
effective with the IofC @ UofC Club 
and to help potential clubs at  other 
universities to become established. 
Also, I anticipate that  these skills will 
help me in  my IofC outreach work; in 

facilitating new Peace Circles, in 
reaching out to businesses, as well as in 
fundraising opportunities in our area.

The challenge of serving in a 
new capacity

Anne Hartnell from Surrey, B.C. took 
on a  new role as a member of the 
International Panel of Elders:
I discovered that  an Elder’s role is 
more organic than structured. Learning 
“to  be” rather than “to  do” helped to 
change my attitude and provide the 
opportunity for many one-on-one 
conversations where people could talk 
over what  was on their heart  or mind at 
that moment. 
Bill Parker, from Calgary, Chair of the 
Canadian Communications Committee, 
participated in one of the training 
modules as well as the Global 
Communications Group meeting:
I also  represented Canada as a 
nonvoting delegate at  the Global 
Assembly of the International 
Association. I represented the Canadian 
perspective on communication matters 
within  the global community and 
collaborated with global partners and 
the international Comms Hub in 
process refinement and functionality 
improvements.
Chris Hartnell from Surrey, B.C. 
worked on a film  archive project 
initiated by the Swiss Foundation of 
Initiatives of Change:
The archives of the City of Lausanne 
have recognized the importance of 
IofC’s rich heritage of films made 
between the 1930s and the present day. 
As one of those responsible for FLT 
films and MRA Productions North 
America, I supported this initiative by 
spending a month cataloguing and 
preparing the films for eventual 
digitalization and archival preservation.

Chris Hartnell and two assistants 
cataloguing the film archives.

Judy Parker working in the dining room.



The richness of home visits
Dialogue is at  the heart of IofC and 
many  gatherings, meetings or 
encounters have been and are still 
initiated. But sharing in homes has 
something special.
The summer was the occasion for 
several of our fellowship to  travel 
across Canada –  from east to  west  and 
from west to east.
Back in June, Joy Newman from 
Calgary as well as Eve Wojciekowska 
and Richard Weeks from Ottawa 
visited the teams in Montreal and 
southern Ontario, listening to  the ideas 
and convictions of everyone in  view of 
the developments of the teams. In  July, 
Lucie Pagé from Quebec City  was 
invited by Michael and Sandra Prior to 
imbue herself with the spirit of the 
west; also, two members of Espace Art 
Nature from Neuville joined Beverley 
Simms in Banff and met other artists 
who wish to promote a message of 
peace and of dialogue through their art.
Passing through Montreal, Bruce and 
Mary Murray, from Victoria, B.C., 
reconnected with the Gagnons (who 
had spent a sabbatical year there in 
1991-1992). They also had the 
opportunity to  converse with 
colleagues such as Drew Webster and 
the Weeks over a meal. These visitors 
inspired and challenged everyone with 
their faithful commitment!

Lise Gagnon, Montreal

Banking on Change video
S. Parthiban is a banker who  has 
changed the lives of many poor people 
through giving small loans. His story is 
depicted in the short  film Banking on 
Change that  was shown at an Indian-
themed evening.
The film was shown twice as over 50 
people came during the course of the 
evening on  June 18 to  Small Ritual 
Coffee house in White Rock, B.C. 
Prakash Joshi (vocalist and 
harmonium) and Roy Naidu (tabla) 
shared their music and talents. A local 
Indian  restaurant donated snacks, and 
an electronic store provided audio/
visual support. Lively conversations 
took place around the tables in between 
the screenings and a number of DVDs 
of the film were sold.
The film will also  be screened in 
Toronto during the Regent Park Film 
Festival November 3-6. Go to 
www.regentparkfilmfestival.com for 
further information.

Chris Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Resolving issues positively
When someone begins to sow division, 
how do you counteract it?
Recently an event  in Florida became 
world news and everywhere people 
were demonstrating for and against it.
One Muslim imam, Syed Soharwardy, 
took a different  approach. He invited 
the people of Calgary to  come together 
outside City Hall on September 11th, to 
bring their own holy  books, and to read 
these books together to demonstrate his 
view that  people of all faiths can live 
and work together in peace. As part of 
IofC Calgary’s theme, Building a 
common future founded on trust and 
understanding, Keith  and Joy Newman 
participated in this event.
This is the same imam who walked 
across Canada a year ago to 
demonstrate against  all forms of 
violence. 

Again it is demonstrated that  the 
positive can neutralize the negative 
when people give themselves to it 
wholeheartedly.

Joy Newman, Calgary

International Day of Peace 
For the past few years, the city of 
Montreal has officially celebrated this 
important  and meaningful day. The 
Mayor, Gerald Tremblay, is a member 
of the International Association of 
Mayors for Peace (4000 members). 
Laurent  Gagnon, IofC Provincial  
Coordinator for Quebec, had met  him 
four to five times a year at  public 
functions, mostly related to  peace, such 
as  First Nations  Canadian Day on 
June 21. 
Then recently, Laurent met him twice 
in one week: at a Prayer Breakfast  and 
at  a private ceremony for Peace at  the 
City Hall where he was invited to 
represent the Montreal Peace 
organizations.

Aware that  no special peace activity 
was planned for September 21, contacts 
were made with leaders of peace 
organizations in Montreal who were 
very pleased that IofC could provide a 
public occasion  around the film The 
Imam & the Pastor.
Thirteen of them were represented and 
appreciated meeting like-minded peace 
builders. It  was a privilege to  have as a 
resource person, a woman originally 
from the part  of Nigeria where the 
imam and the pastor  live. Half of the 
32 participants were under 40 and one 
of the youngest  was Éliana Charlebois-
Gomez, from Montreal, who had spent 
most  of the summer in Caux. The high 
level of commitment of the participants 
gave a special flavour to the evening.

Lise Gagnon, Montreal

Decision on the Caravan of 
Dialogues for Peace
Following a few months of 
discernment about the future of  the 
Caravan  of Dialogues for Peace in 
Quebec, a unanimous consensus was 
reached not to pursue this project 
beyond the end of September, even 
though a great deal of energy and 
passion has been put into it  since 
February 2009. 
It is with some sadness, but most  of all 
with realism and a sense of peace, that 
the decision was taken. The heavy 
logistical implications and Laurent’s 
health problems largely contributed to 
it. There is a possibility that  one of our 
main partners will take it on. 
Nevertheless, the many openings 
created by the project  everywhere are 
meaningful and will bear fruit.
The film The Imam & the Pastor is still 
very much in  demand: on August  27, at 
the request  of the City of Gatineau, a 
première of the film was shown and 
another projection is planned there on 
September 30; on September 21, at the 
occasion of the 2010 International Day  
of Peace in Montreal, the IofC team 
was joined by 11 partners for an event 
around the film; on October 6, the 
87,000 members of the Quebec Senior 
Citizens Federation – Montreal Island 
are invited to a screening at  their 
headquarters as part  of an event on the 
theme of forgiveness.
We are very grateful for the 
commitment of several people, 
partners, and colleagues across Canada 
and to the Council of  Management  for 
their support.

Laurent & Lise Gagnon, Montreal

Reading holy books together on September 11th 
outside Calgary City Hall.

http://www.regentparkfilmfestival.com/
http://www.regentparkfilmfestival.com/


News from our Council
At  the end of August, the Council of Management  of 
Initiatives of Change Canada spent  time at a Retreat  Centre. 
We felt it  was important to take time to learn what  our 
aspirations were and to come to a common understanding and 
vision.
We looked at  the initiatives being taken across the country: 
training, healing memories and the bringing together of 
diverse communities in honest  dialogue. Through the 
workshops, the film  The Imam  & the Pastor,  Peace Circles, 
and Hope in the Cities, we began to see patterns coming 
together. Building Trust Across the World’s Divides,  gives us 
that common theme to work towards.
One important  element  considered was the need to more 
effectively engage younger people when they return  from 
training programs overseas. We will also be seeking ways to 
provide for the training and development of people to enable 
more local and national initiatives based around the ideas of 
IofC.
We are doing some restructuring. By February 2011 we will 
have a bilingual General Manager, based in Ottawa, who will 
have an overall view with a particular focus on finding new 
resources. Bill Parker of Calgary will fill this role until 
January 31. 
Regional Project  Coordinators will continue to work in 
concert  with  the Fieldworkers and local teams with  a clear 
mandate to reach out  to their communities and be involved in 
issues that are relevant to the needs. 
In Calgary we are being told that the kind of work  IofC does 
– particularly trust  building and honest dialogue – is very 
much needed today. We lack  human resources, so  if you are 
ready to initiate change, we need you!  There are many 
opportunities for people to volunteer. Are we up to the 
challenge? I think so!

Joy Newman on behalf of the
 Council of Management

Initiatives of Change, Suite 402, 331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5
Tel: 613 230 7197  Email: info@ca.iofc.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Rob Corcoran from Richmond, Virginia, international speaker 
on honest conversation and trustbuilding, will be presenting at 
a number of events in B.C. and Alberta. 

October 13, 6:30 p.m. Presentation at Richmond City 
Hall by Rob Corcoran to  members of the Richmond 
Intercultural Advisory Committee, community leaders and 
citizens of Richmond, B.C.  Contact:  shawkat@shaw.ca 

October 14, 6:30 p.m. Reception & Presentation 
with Rob Corcoran. SFU Surrey Campus.
Contact:  annehartnell@ca.iofc.org 

October 16, 9:30 a.m.-noon Breakfast Fundraiser to 
Launch Calgary’s Hope in the Cities Campaign, with Rob 
Corcoran. Kahanoff Centre, Calgary.  Contact:
bill.parker@ca.iofc.org or janyce.konkin@ca.iofc.org 

and following at:

1:00-4:30 p.m. Trustbuilding Training Workshop 
with Rob Corcoran. Kahanoff Centre, Calgary.
Reservations required:  Email iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org 
or phone 403 270 0975

October 17, 2:00 p.m. Hope in the Cities Discussion 
Forum with Rob Corcoran. Native Counselling Centre, Edmonton. 
Contact:  peacebroker@live.com  or phone 780 819 9004

November 6-8 Banking on Change film screening at 
Regent Park Film Festival, Toronto. For more information go to 
www.regentparkfilmfestival.com

A FINANCIAL NOTE
To enable the continued growth of IofC initiatives, your 
generous financial support is needed.  All donations are tax 
deductible and can be made online at www.ca.iofc.org or by 
mailing a cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer,  Initiatives of Change Canada
Suite 402,  331 Cooper Street, Ottawa,  ON  K2P 0G5 

ARTICLES FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER
The next newsletter will be published in December 2010. 
Please send news articles (max. 250 words) and details of 
upcoming events to  the editor, Hilary Kariotis, at 
newsletter@ca.iofc.org.  Attach photos as hi-res jpg files.

Initiatives of Change
 Building trust across the world’s divides 

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 
religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered 
as a charitable organization under the name of 

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada). 
Contributions to its work are tax deductible. 

For more information visit
www.ca.iofc.org 

Members of the IofC Canada Council of Management
l-r: Tyrone Childs, Wayne Kines, Joy Newman (Chair/Treasurer), 

Benoît Charlebois (Vice-Chair), Alvin Manitopyes.
inset: Shire Jama, Maria Eugenia Otarola
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