
HOPE.....
More than just optimism, HOPE is a 
journey of the heart. As the year draws to a 
close, let us take that spiritual journey and 
nurture the kind of HOPE that can bring us the courage to go boldly into 2009, 
strengthening community links as we embark on the third year of the Canadian Project.

Rajmohan Gandhi, who has just brought  out a new 
biography of his grandfather the Mahatma, was invited to 
Ottawa, along with his wife Usha, to deliver a lecture 
inaugurating a Hindu studies program at  Carleton 
University. The event, which also  celebrated the 40th 
anniversary of the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, took 
place in the Great Hall of the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization. The Gandhis, pioneers of MRA/IofC in India, 
were guests of honour at a vegetarian 
curry dinner for friends of IofC at  the 
Weeks home and Rajmohan, who will 
soon  assume his duties as President of 
Initiatives of Change International, 
had a chance to get to know the 
Ottawa team, and they him. Among 
the 10 younger people who came 
were two former Caux Scholars. 
Algonquin Elder William Commanda 
welcomed the guests and said a 
blessing in his language.
Also  staying at  the Weeks home over 
the Thanksgiving weekend were Ron 
and Cynthia Lawler from Australia 
and John Freebury, a Canadian who 
has been working with IofC in  South 
America as well as being a peripatetic 
member of the IofC international Web 
Team.
Ron Lawler, for many years full-time with IofC and now 
working with the New South Wales Department  of 
Community Services, had a productive meeting with staff of 
the Assembly of First  Nations exchanging information and 
experiences on keeping young aboriginal people creatively 
engaged and out  of the justice system. Ron first became 
acquainted with Canadian First Nations communities in 
1976 when  travelling with Song of Asia. This was Cynthia’s 
first visit to Canada.

John  Freebury gave an  abbreviated version of his excellent 
interactive presentation on sustainability  to  10 mainly young 
people. He linked the sustainability of the earth to the 
sustainability of  relationships, bringing in  the element  of 
personal transformation. One person present, who has 
worked for the UN and developed environmental policies on 
many continents, hailed John’s presentation as one of the 
most effective he has heard on the subject.

Right after Thanksgiving, Bill Porter, 
founder and first president  of the 
International Communications Forum 
(ICF) spent a week  in  Ottawa and 
Toronto to address meetings arranged 
by the Muslim communities in 
Ottawa and Toronto, and to meet with 
journalists in both cities. The 
invitation came from the President  of 
Human Concern International, an 
Ottawa-based Muslim development 
agency, who met Bill Porter in  Caux 
in 2007 and the program was 
organized by ICF Canadian 
representative Henry Heald. At the 
HCI annual dinner, Mr. Porter spoke 
on “Partnering for Peace and 
Prosperity.” Before the Media Club 
of Ottawa, his topic was “The 

Responsibility of Media for Global Society.” Bill and retired 
U.S. journalist Bob Webb also met with IofC teams.

Rosalind Weeks, Ottawa
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Algonquin Elder “Grandfather” William Commanda 
presents Rajmohan Gandhi with a copy of his 

book about the Circle of all Nations.

CANADIAN PROJECT 2009
As local teams look ahead to 2009 and plan budgets, there 
are many exciting activities and events being planned that 
will continue the focus of the Canadian Project by 
bringing together individuals,  groups, and communities to 
build bridges of understanding and trust and to forge new 
partnerships.  These will be reported on in the Newsletter 
and on the Canadian web over the coming months.

Laurent Gagnon, Anne Hartnell



An Evening of Rich Gospel 
Music
Hope in the Cities-Hamilton held a 
fundraising concert  on  October 19, 
2008. “An Evening of Rich Gospel 
Music” brought  together diversified 
gospel music soloists, choirs and 
singers, who performed at  the event 
passionately. The major objective of 
this concert  was to raise funds for Hope 
in the Cities Youth Initiatives and the 
Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind (CNIB).
The concert  drew people from all over 
Southern Ontario where 38 artists 
rendered both contemporary and 
traditional music. The exhilarant 
applause and positive remarks 
indicated that  everyone enjoyed a 
fabulous evening. Known as the 
Baritone Soloist  of Southern Ontario, 
George Reid coordinated a group of 
people whose musical language 
demonstrated the richness of the 
diversity of Canada. The Bahá’í Voices 
of Unity choir, an ensemble of 25 
individuals from a faith group in 
Hamilton/Niagara, captured the spirit 
of unity as presented by the Hope in the 
Cities team. Invitees also  watched a 
DVD of The Quebec Gathering in May 
2008.

Yehuali Otite, Hamilton

A Circle of Trust
Following the June 11 apologies of the 
Canadian government related to forced 
assimilation  through the Indian 
Residential School system, and the 
creat ion of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission on the 
model of South Africa, we decided to 
get  involved. Then an invitation was 
given to  us as well as to  our partner of 
Neuville, the corporation Espace-Art-
Nature, by the liaison officer for the 
Indian  Residential Schools of Quebec 
and Labrador, for a First Nations 
gathering on October 29-30  in Quebec 
City. 
This is where our Citizen Project of 
listening and dialogue was presented in 
response to the call given by the then 
Executive Director of the new 
Commission at  the May Canadian 
gathering in Quebec. There is real 
interest  in  our initiative, even at  the 
level of the Commission. 
The first  step is to develop a Circle of 
Trust  composed of First  Nations and 
non-First  Nations peoples in  order to 
carry the Citizen Project forward 
together. The capacity for truth  and 

compassion on the part  of Canadians is 
seriously put to the test.

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Social Justice Film Festival
The Imam & the Pastor was one of the 
films shown at  the first annual Social 
Justice Film Festival in Agassiz, B.C., 
held on October 25.
The Festival was the Initiative of 
Agassiz United Church in  association 
with the Anglican Church  nearby. One 
of the organizers had seen the film 
earlier this year in  Surrey, B.C. when 
Imam Ashafa and Pastor Wuye were 
present. She bought  a copy to use at 
this festival.
Following the screening, Chris 
Hartnell, who had introduced the film, 
was plied with many questions about 
the work of reconciliation and peace-
building that  the two men are engaged 
in and also about  the work of Initiatives 
of Change.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey

Multiple involvements
Since my  retirement  in June and 
especially since I became more 
conscious, through the May gathering 
in Quebec City, of the importance of 
building bridges with the local 
communities, I am participating in 
many more public activities. This is 
important  as the Quebec City Regional 
Coordinator and as the IofC Canadian 
Vice-Chair.
With my colleague Paule Charbonneau, 
I am presently collaborating in the 
preparation  committee for an interfaith 
celebration on the occasion of the 60th 
anniversary of the Human Rights 
Declaration under the theme Dignity 
and  Justice for Individuals and 
Peoples. Members of the IofC 
committee will be present  and bring its 
experiences of listening and dialogue. 
This ceremony will occur on December 
10 and will end with a prayer from a 
First Nations person.
There have been a number of other 
opportunities for me to represent  IofC: 
in Wendake at  a conference with First 
Nations French  speaking writers; in 
diverse activities on historical subjects 
during the 400th anniversary; at  an 
international conference organized by 
Laval University on Marie-de-
l’Incarnation (an  Ursuline nun, founder 
of the first  school for girls in  Quebec), 
which had  activities at  different sites 

such as the Citadel of Quebec where 
the Governor General of Canada 
welcomed us for a full day; and lately, 
a dinner in solidarity with the 
Palestinian people. 
So, I realised that participating in such 
activities is helping me to learn, to 
become more at  ease while meeting 
people, and to make IofC better known. 
But most  important  are the links 
created step by step to really become a 
community. 

Lucie Pagé, Quebec City

Farewell to Adalbert
On November 7, a warm going-away 
supper was held at  the Afrika Center 
for Adalbert and  Martine Otou-Nguni 
with 25 Montreal IofC colleagues and 
friends; Lucie Pagé from Quebec City, 
and Richard and Rosalind Weeks from 
Ottawa also came.
In her words of welcome Lise Gagnon 
invited the participants to share in this 
occasion having in mind two aspects:
•A deep gratitude for Adalbert’s global 
commitment, including four years as 
chair of IofC-Montreal, three on  the 
IofC-Canada Board, the last  one as co-
chair. 
•The link between the example of 
generosity, inclusion and openness of 
the Otou family  and the sense of 
community to be developed in IofC.
Then Serge Vallée, president  of IofC-
Montreal encouraged the guests to 
share any anecdotes or stories related to 
their relationships with  the couple. 
After spending 15  years in Montreal, 
they now have the conviction  that it  is 
time for them to share their experiences 
in the service of their country of birth, 
Cameroon. Adalbert  will pursue his 
commitment with IofC in Africa.

Lise Gagnon, Montreal

Martine & Adalbert Otou-Nguni at their 
farewell supper with Serge Vallée.



Community Building in 
Toronto
Our group in Toronto is preparing for 
showing the movie The Imam & the 
Pastor on December 7 at  Toronto 
United Mennonite Church. Following 
the film I will be speaking about IofC 
and why we are encouraging this film 
and bringing people together. We hope 
this will lead to questions and 
discussion.
A Pakistani Women Support Group has 
been  organized that  meets once a 
month. The aim of this group is to 
support  one another, to listen and learn 
from one another, and above all to  pave 
the way to building a bridge between 
the cultures. Though  I am different 
from their culture, we share the same 
religion and I have found there is a lot 
we can learn from one another. In the 
new year the focus will be to expand 
the group to welcome other people 
from different  cultures and religions 
where they can  all feel accepted, 
respected and inclusive. Above all, as a 
group we go beyond the barriers and 
find the similarities.
In our monthly team  meetings we share 
ideas and focus on building 
understanding and peace among us all, 
besides engaging in social activities 
like showing the movie and Open 
Homes, Listening Hearts. We are 
working on the possibility  of having a 
Jewish/Muslim concert in  the near 
future.
I hope all this will lead to inner 
growing and help us to build our 
communities.

Iman Al Ghafari, Toronto

Honouring Partners in B.C.
The Steveston Community Centre in 
Richmond was the venue for the 
second annual IofC-BC fundraising 
dinner on November 1, 2008. 
The dinner was a tremendous success: 
more than 50 attendees were treated to 
an overview of the Initiatives of 
Change work that  is currently 
underway on local, national, and 
international stages, and a number of 
attendees from local organizations were 
honoured for their assistance with the 
visit  of Imam Muhammad Ashafa and 
Pastor James Wuye that occurred in 
January this year.
The visit  of the Imam and the Pastor 
gave IofC-BC the opportunity to build 
a number of bridges with not-for-
profits and community organizations, 
and it  was excellent to see so many of 

these organizations represented at  the 
annual dinner. Three volunteers were 
thanked for their work on the IofC 
Web, assisting with  MRA Productions, 
and for the funding proposals used 
prior to the visit  of Pastor Wuye and 
Imam Ashafa. One participant  travelled 
up from Seattle to attend and others 
came from all over the Lower 
Mainland.
In addition to selling tickets to  the 
dinner, IofC-BC was able to raise 
money through a silent auction that saw 
new televisions, paintings, prints, and 
massage therapy services auctioned off.

The night  would not have been a 
success without  the generous donations 
of goods for the silent  auction, and 
without the efforts of a dedicated local 
team.

Justin Walford, Vancouver

L’Imam et le Pasteur film in 
Quebec 
This documentary is used often to 
spread its message in  very diversified 
milieux. Many viewers mention how 
relevant it is in Quebec. 
On November 19, 40 enthusiastic 
participants representing several 
countries, faiths, professions and age 
groups took time to exchange at  length 
on the content  and its future use. Four 
initiatives emerged which could be 
realized in partnership between groups 
especially by including younger 
people.
Some of the convictions expressed 
were: 
“The Imam and the Pastor kept their 
identity intact. One with his Koran and 
the other with his Bible at  the 
beginning of their encounter. After their 
reconciliation, they still had the same 
Koran and the same Bible.”
“I must  go to Africa soon. What a great 
preparation  with you tonight! I must 

write a letter. I think that  I will say to 
the person ‘I need you’.”
“Here is a film that stirs up our feelings 
and our presumptions. The main  point 
is to invest on what  can bring all of us 
closer. What conversion do I still need 
to go through?”
Quebec Teachers Association of Ethic 
and Religious Culture 
Two weeks prior to November 19, IofC 
was invited to have a stand at  their 
congress in Lévis to make the film 
better known and use it  as a 
pedagogical tool in  the field of 
education. It was also a helpful time to 
meet some leaders of the Ministry of 
Education and of the Faculty of 
Theology of Laval University. Some 
follow up is foreseeable.
Honorary committee
A committee of nine members was 
created in October to  facilitate the 
development and a real impact  of the 
film. These personalities generously 
lent  their names after having seen the 
documentary. Among the people of 
convictions are: Imam Omar Koné and 
Reverend David Fines of Montréal, and 
Rachid Raffa and Guy St-Michel of 
Québec City. A document  about it is 
a v a i l a b l e o n r e q u e s t  f r o m 
l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org 

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?
Hope in the Cities, a program of 
Initiatives of Change:
• was launched in the U.S. in 1990 to 

respond to the need for racial 
healing in Richmond, Virginia

• has expanded to other cities and 
countries by providing a frame-
work to connect communities 
across traditional boundaries

• promotes honest conversations on 
race, reconciliation and 
responsibility

“Strength in Diversity - Celebrating our Partnerships”was the theme of the evening 
held in Richmond, B.C.

mailto:l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org
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Working at Asia Plateau
I leave for India and Asia Plateau on December 29 for three 
months. I will be working as a volunteer at  Asia Plateau and 
will also be visiting my friends Sanyu and Buno Iralu, and 
Nikatu and Christine Iralu in Kohima, Nagaland, North East 
India.
Niketu Iralu is a former member of the IofC International 
Council. He and his wife Christine spent  a number of years 
based at Asia Plateau conference centre. They have now 
moved to Nagaland, Niketu’s home, to continue their work of 
bringing people together in reconciliation. Niketu was in 
Canada over 30 years ago  with the IofC musical revue “Song 
of Asia,” invited by the Chiefs of Treaty 7 in Alberta.
Sanyu is one of Niketu’s many  nephews and spent three years 
at  Regent  College, Vancouver. Part  of that time he and his 
wife Buno were living in the IofC Centre in Richmond with 
Chris and Anne Hartnell, and I met them when I was visiting 
friends in  Vancouver. During their last  year, they lived close 
to the University in the home of my nurse friend Eileen 
Campbell.

Gwen McLean, Regina

Action for Life 4—A Day in Jamshedpur
I’m now on the far side of India, not  too far from Calcutta. I 
travelled to  this part  of India with 10 young folk. Jamshedpur 
is an amazing city with so many social activities going on. 
You won’t  find it  in the tour books but  I think people should 
come here as it  really is a city of hope. To  give you an  idea of 
our days, here’s one of them.
Breakfast at  7 a.m. Leave at  7.30  for Valleyview school 
where we did a one-hour presentation  of songs and skit, 
stories and answering questions. From there we went  to  the 
union office of the Tinplate Company of India. They  make all 
the materials for making every kind of tin cans. The union 
does a lot  of social work in the community, which  is really 
impressive. One hour later we visited with the management 
for a while and then  toured the factory. From there we went 
to meet with 300 women in a college run by  the company. We 
did another one-hour presentation and then met  with the 
Managing Director of the company. 
Around 4 p.m. we set  off for the Harijan  Busti. A “busti” is a 
slum although it’s not  the kind you’ll have in mind—slums 
are actually places that  pop up without any official sanction. 
The factory workers have been working in this slum for 15 
years, providing clinics, education, fixing up their temple, 
etc., so we were well received. We had a program of song and 
stores with  them all. “Harijan” is the word given by Mahatma 
Gandhi to the untouchables—it  means “children of God.” 
Earlier no  one would go near them but now they are 
comfortable with others, shaking hands, hugging, etc. It’s a 
real revolution. 
On our way from there we stopped to have a cup of tea with 
the daughter of our host. We got back to the hostel at 7.40 
p.m. and we had a one-hour meeting. Some of the group went 
for dinner but I decided not to—I flopped!

Peter Heyes, from Edmonton

Initiatives of Change, Box 61079, Kensington RPO, Calgary, Alberta T2N 4S6
Tel: 403 270 0975 • Fax: 403 270 0999 • Email: iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 23, 2009.  7.30 p.m.  Public presentation of 
the French version of The Imam & the Pastor at St. Paul 
University, Ottawa, in  partnership with the university’s 
Conflict Studies Program. To be followed by panel 
discussion with students from the program.
Contact: Richard Weeks, richard.weeks@ca.iofc.org
February 26, 2009.  6. 30 p.m. at the Justice Institute 
of B.C., New Westminster. Writer and Broadcaster, 
Gareth Higgins of Belfast, Northern Ireland will speak on 
“Building Communities of Hope – Peacebuilding Across 
Faith Divides.” For further information contact Carrie 
MacLeod 604-786-6673 carriem@interchange.ubc.ca

NEW APPOINTMENTS
We are pleased to announce the appointment of the 
following Regional Coordinators: 
      Iman Al Ghafari, South Eastern Ontario.
      Keith Newman, Southern Alberta.
      Anne Hartnell, British Columbia.

A FINANCIAL NOTE
To enable the continued growth of IofC Initiatives, your 
generous financial support is needed. Donations are tax 
deductible and can  be made online at www.ca.iofc.org or 
by mailing a cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer, Initiatives of Change – Canada
Box 61079, Kensington RPO

Calgary,  AB  T2N 4S6

ARTICLES FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER
The next newsletter will be published in March 2009. 
When planning an event in  your area, please remember 
to ask someone on your team to do a short write up of 
the event for the newsletter and send it  to the editor at 
newsletter@ca.iofc.org . Photos are very welcome too.

Initiatives of Change

 Building trust across the world’s divides 
A global network open to people of all nationalities, 

cultures, religions and beliefs who work toward change 
locally and globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

The network has been active on every continent 
for over 60 years.

For more information visit
 www.ca.iofc.org
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