
Eve Wojciechowska, who first  became involved in 
Initiatives of Change (IofC) eight years ago when she went 
to Caux as an Intern, has become the new Program Director 
(with focus on youth) for IofC-
Canada, based at  the Ottawa IofC 
office.
Eve is fluent in  French and English  
and brings with  her the experience of 
working with the IofC international 
web site in the UK as a web 
designer/programmer for the past 
seven years. She has, as well, been a 
member of the UK IofC 

Management  Committee, the executive body in the UK 
before the recent restructuring. Eve has also  been the person 
responsible for the Caux Secretariat through the summer 
conferences over the past seven years. As she spoke at  the 
recent  Annual General Meeting in  Ottawa, Eve mentioned 
that  she had already felt it  was time to move on and let 
others carry this responsibility.
Eve now takes on a new challenge herself within IofC in 
Canada. Eve has the warmth and care for  people that  can 
only enhance our work here in Canada. We welcome her and 
are grateful to have her in our midst.                                

Joy Newman, Calgary
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It was my first  visit  to Ottawa in early June. Previous visits 
have been in the winter or early spring. The city looked 
fresh with vibrant green on the trees and the flowers and 
shrubs coming into bloom, bringing an expectation of the 
new season.
This feeling of expectation is what I also experienced sitting 
through the Annual General Meeting on June 6, and in 
conversations round the meal tables – something new! I was 
encouraged to see present  so many of the under 40’s, some 
of whom are serving on Council, some former Caux 
Scholars and some people fairly  new to IofC. One young 
woman from Toronto told me she had been Googling 
“changing the world” on her computer and it  linked her to 
the IofC website. She found a contact  name for her area and 
called the Regional Coordinator, Iman Al Ghafari. To learn 
more, she accompanied Iman to the weekend in Ottawa.
We are grateful to the previous Council for the many 
volunteer hours they gave in service to  this fellowship over 
the past  year. Tribute was paid to  two Council members, 
former chair Lorne Braun and vice chair Lucie Pagé, who, 
having completed their term on  the Council, have now 
stepped down. A thank-you was expressed to treasurer Bill 
Parker for all the hard work he has put in alongside the 
accountant, Wayne Friesen. Unfortunately, Bill was unable to 
attend the AGM because of last  minute work commitments, 
but  Wayne ably explained the budget  and fielded many 
questions from the floor.
The photo shows the new Council of Management  who 
were selected by the membership  during the AGM. Missing 
from the photo is Bill Parker, Calgary, who continues in the 
role of treasurer. 

Eve Wojciechowska

New Program Director for Initiatives of Change - Canada

The new chair is Benoît Charlebois, Montreal; vice chair 
Joy Newman, Calgary; Leann Marsh, B.C., continues as 
secretary to the Council. 
Rosalind Weeks will serve as chair of the Nominations 
Committee and Chris Hartnell will continue serving as 
chair of the Communications Committee.
A number of the local IofC people joined us all for dinner 
and lively  conversations took place as people got  to  know 
each other. Over Sunday lunch, hosted by the Weeks in 
their home, the new Council and Fieldworkers had the 
opportunity for honest  conversation  about the coming 
months and how to give support to each other as we move 
ahead together.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Springtime in Ottawa

l to r Jorge Virchez, Joy Newman, Benoît Charlebois, 
Alvin Manitopyes (standing), Leann Marsh, Genevieve LeBaron



Peace Circle heightens 
awareness
The Creators of Peace initiative was 
launched in 1991 in Caux, Switzerland 
by the Hon. Anna Abdallah  Msekwa of 
Tanzania, a respected politician and 
leader of her country’s women’s 
organizations. One aspect of this 
initiative has been the development of 
Peace Circles designed to bring women 
together to explore their peace creating 
capabilities, and a  group of Australian 
women have compiled a workbook that 
is now used  in a number of countries. 
Richmond, B.C. was the venue for the 
first Peace Circle to  take place in 
Canada.
“The Peace Circle I attended was much 
different  to what I  had imagined. What 
I got  out of it was a specific place I  can 
start  to be a peacemaker – within my 
own family,” said one of the women 
taking part  in  the first  Peace Circle in 
Richmond, B.C.
Over a period of six  weeks in April and 
May, a group of Richmond women 
gathered to explore what it  means to be 
creators of peace – in IofC’s first  of 
many Canadian Peace Circles. 
Throughout  the weeks, we were able 
get  to know one another and ourselves 
at  a deeper level. Although we had 
differing life experiences, at the heart 
level all our needs were the same. We 
noticed that as we progressed we 
became more aware of ourselves and 
the people around us affecting our 
actions and reactions in daily life.

The women of this Peace Circle 
represented different  cultural 
backgrounds and comprised new 
immigrants, established long-time 
immigrants, and multi-generation 
Canadians, reflecting a good cross-
section of the Canadian culture but 

lacking the original First  Nations 
people. Realizing this, we felt  moved to 
connect  with and get to know women 
from the neighbouring Musqueam 
nation to learn about their challenges to 
peace and what  changes they would 
like to see in  the attitudes and actions 
of non-aboriginals that  would bring 
about a better understanding and 
ongoing positive relationship.
We were touched by the depth of 
sharing among the women and 
openness to explore the concept  of 
peace and change. We have both  valued 
this experience of co-facilitating a 
Peace Circle and will be planning for 
the next one soon.

Angela Fajardo, Anne Hartnell

Visit to Guatemala
Lorne Braun (former Chair of 
Initiatives of Change Canada) traveled 
with his wife, Joyce, to Guatemala  in 
May to  visit friends there. Lorne 
traveled on to Costa Rica, Colombia, 
Brazil and Argentina, visiting 
Initiatives of Change teams in those 
countries. Reports on those country 
visits will be in future International 
Council Briefings.
A dominant  theme in Guatemala is 
indigenousness. Tourism is a key 
national area and Mayan culture is a 
source of both pride and dollars. The 
ruins at  Tikal are spectacular but  are 
amplified when seen in light  of the 
Mayan museum in Quezaltenango, the 
more recently discovered and less 
developed ruins at Takalik Abuj, and 
the Mayan people themselves, who are 
said to make up approximately half of 
the country’s population of 14 million. 
Guatemalans with whom I spoke 
described most  of Latin  American 
indigenousness as a mixture of many 
influences and people movements. In 
that  scenario, what  appears in 
Guatemala as a war of classes can be 
seen rather as a war of power, with 
caste being a more accurate description 
of the relationships between groups of 
people. 
In this complex society, gang activity is 
an  issue that  defines how people relate 
to each other and in fact feeds into 
identity politics. Fragmentation in  the 
society is also  seen through the various 
Mayan political movements in 
Guatemala today. Having said all of the 
above, there are legitimate human 
rights and justice issues to be addressed 
regarding indigenous people in 
Guatemala. 

IofC could have a role to play in 
building trust through the process of 
reconciling, respecting, and celebrating 
differences and creating space for 
multiple identities.

Lorne Braun, Richmond, B.C.

Young people energize NDHR
Maggie Hodgson, the passionate and 
charismatic chairperson for the May 26 

National Day of Healing and 
Reconciliation movement, who 
partnered with  IofC at  last  year’s 
Quebec City gathering, has recruited a 
whole new core group from the 
younger generation for this year’s 
campaign. Their energy and all out 
enthusiasm has inspired activities in 
many communities across the country. 
In Edmonton three separate NDHR 
events took place on May 26.
Lewis Cardinal and aboriginal elders 
led an outdoor healing ceremony  for 
former residential school students in 
the centre part of the city. 
A teacher of Cree and Aboriginal 
Studies at  Norquest  College in 
Edmonton took NDHR as the focus for 
two  of his classes on  May 26. Jack and 
Mary Jean Freebury, who have helped 
organize NDHR events in Edmonton 
for the past  eight  years, took part  in the 
discussions. 
An inspiring four-hour event took place 
at  Ross Sheppard High  School. Various 
groups shared their messages of 
cultural strength  and caring through 
drumming, song and dance. Creative 
and challenging presentations were 
made by students from two  Edmonton 
high schools, the Kitohtakaw 
Education Centre on the Alexander 
reserve, and Kings University College.

Jack Freebury, Edmonton

Bow Valley, Southern Alberta 
plans for the future
In June of last  year, The Imam & the 
Pastor film was shown to a multi-faith 
group at a local community centre. The 
response was so positive that a follow-
up pot-luck  supper was held in 
February. Now this group, known as 
the Bridges to a Common Future 
group, is planning for a third public 
event on the first weekend of October.
In an attempt  to deepen the friendships 
that  are already  forming across cultural 
divides, the group is planning for a 
discussion  time, when people from 
different  backgrounds will discuss 
common themes. 

Some of the Peace Circle participants
l to r Joyce Braun, Angela Fajardo, 

Hilary Kariotis, Anne Hartnell, Amber Lu



A youth initiative:  At the same time, 
the students’  group at  the University of 
Calgary has wrapped up its activities 
for another year, but  is already 
planning for the fall. One of the 
students is interested in creating an 
IofC Club on the University of Alberta 
campus in Edmonton, and also 
arranged for a presentation on 
IofC@UofC to the graduating class of 
her former high school.

Keith Newman, Calgary

Interfaith dialogues Toronto
On March 22 an interfaith  dialogue 
took place in Toronto  at  a Mennonite 
Church with representatives from three 
faith communities – Muslims, Jewish 
and Christian. The topic was God 
restores in  the midst of despair from the 
three religious perspectives. The Pastor 
of the church  facilitated a lively 
conversation following the service. 
Questions were asked about  IofC and 
ideas were expressed for showing the 
film The Imam & the Pastor in  the 
schools. A woman said, “We enjoyed 
the service.” Another woman said that 
the event opened her mind and heart.

On June 14, the Beth Emeth Bais 
Yehuda Synagogue, together with 
Initiatives of Change, presented an 
interfaith evening with keynote 
speakers from Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim and other Faith Communities.

Iman Al Ghafari, Toronto

The Imam & the Pastor film 
opens doors in Montreal

Several showings happened in 
Montreal in the last months, including 
one at  the church of the Gagnons in 
Verdun on  April 5 which led to  a 
meeting with the Council of Montreal-
Nord Religious Leaders and to a very 
significant showing to them on May 4. 
The Council decided to use this tool to 
mobilize leaders and people towards 

more harmony in this area. On June 9, 
the film  was shown to the Rotary Club 
of Laval at the initiative of Serge 
Vallée.
Thanks to Keltoum Boumedjane, 
project manager for the promotion  of 
the film, the project  of a Caravan of 
Dialogues for Peace across the 
province is in  preparation for the fall to 
answer needs of rapprochement 
between cultures and faiths.
IofC recently took an active part  in the 
Montreal Festival of Peace where an 
outdoor presentation of L’Imam  et le 
Pasteur was given, and Keltoum, along 
with other young people, sat  on a panel 
that  discussed the theme of non-
violence.

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal

Faith at the service of 
human rights
In 1993, I started collaborating with  the 
Togo-based branch of the Action by 
Christians Against Torture (ACAT), 
mostly involved in training and 
educating in human rights and peace. I 
also  worked in the Community  of 
Sant’Egidio, committed to promoting a 

gospel-based respect  for human 
dignity. Since October 2007, I have 
been living in Montreal.
I was asked by IofC Montreal to 
attend, on February 16, a roundtable 
on Faith  and Genocide organized by 
the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism 
and the Montreal Holocaust 
Memorial Centre. Speakers were 
from the Armenian, Jewish, 
C a m b o d i a n  a n d R w a n d a n 
communities. The question that  was 
asked all evening long was “as a 
genocide victim, did your experience 

make you doubt your faith?” 
When pondering on the testimonies 
expressed, I saw myself beside all the 
victims I have met. Although destroyed 
by torture, fear and abject poverty, 
those people never lost  their faith. The 
testimonies made me think about  my 
place in this world as a believer, which 
is to  never resign myself to heinousness 
and pray for the victims and their 
aggressors.
My understanding of divine wisdom 
keeps ablaze in me the flame of my 
faith. Through hardships in  life, I have 
learned how deep it reaches, how I can 
truly  live it  and experience hope. St 
Ignatius (of Loyola) once said, “Find 
God in Everything”. Faith is the way to 
seek for that God.

Ignacio Koudoglo, Montreal

Action for Life stretches 
the mind
Peter Heyes, a retired high school 
teacher from Alberta, is now home 
after traveling  with  Action for Life 4 as 
one of the facilitators.
I returned to Canada recently after 
being away from August  last  year. I 
don’t  take long to get  back to “normal.” 
Here, conversations are different  and so 
are the issues. We talk about  the 
weather, checking the forecast 
throughout the day; in  Cambodia it’s 
never mentioned.
IofC in  South East  Asia is made up 
mostly of young people. Their 
enthusiasm and the simple way they 
see IofC is refreshing. One challenge is 
how to link  the older people with those 
who are younger; culturally, when 
senior people are present, the young 
people remain silent. I’m hoping this 
changes so that  we can combine the 
experience of the older people with the 
excitement the youth can bring.
Action for Life is not meant  to be an 
easy life, but I can recommend it  to 
anyone who feels the need to stretch 
his or her mind. The young people 
bring joy and laughter into  my life and 
I feel as if  old age has moved a bit 
further back. 

Peter Heyes, Edmonton

Canadian presence at Caux 
This summer, a strong contingent  of 
Canadians will be participating in the 
five international conferences to be 
held at  the Initiatives of Change 
conference centre in Caux, Switzerland 
from July 9 to  August  15. This year’s 
overall theme is Trust and Integrity for 
a Sustainable World.
A former Caux Scholar, Genevieve 
LeBaron, is this year’s Assistant Caux 
Conference Coordinator. Many 
Canadians have supporting roles as 
conference facilitators, assistants, and 
participants, and others will represent 
Canada at  international committee 
meetings.
Three university  students will take part 
in the Caux Scholars Program designed 
to equip them with leadership skills in 
peace-building. Two young women will 
be trained in the Caux Intern Program 
to help with the practical running of the 
centre throughout the summer.
To read more about Caux Conferences 
go to www.caux.ch .

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

The committee for the June multifaith event: 
l to r Rosalie Shadlyn, Lori Goldfinger, 

Marcel Cohen, Ken Zatzman, Iman Al Ghafari, 
Osman Shum, Pearl Grundland

http://www.caux.ch
http://www.caux.ch


Visiting IofC friends in India
After two months with the teams at  Asia Plateau and 
cataloguing books for the library, I left  Asia Plateau on 
February 25 to  do  some traveling and meet up with many 
long-time friends. I received a very  warm welcome from Dr. 
Raj and Asha Anand who are now hosting the IofC home 
“Kumaram” in Mumbai.
It was then on  to Nagaland to  visit the Iralu family  including 
Sanyu and Buno who made many IofC friends in Vancouver 
when Sanyu was studying at  Regent  Theological College. 
Sanyu is now principle of Shalom Bible Seminary just  30 
minutes from Kohima, the capital city  of Nagaland. While at 
Shillong with Niketu, Christine, and Kelasino Iralu it  was a 
joy to attend a special recital by the Shillong Choir together 
with the Vienna Chamber Orchestra to celebrate 60 years of 
Austria-India Diplomatic Relations.
At  Trivandrum, the capital of Kerala state, I was met  by 
Kumalam George. Kumalam was in charge of the 
Housekeeping and Kitchen for  15 years at  Asia Plateau until 
she retired at the end of 2005. 

Returning to Canada on March 30, I had a wonderful 
reception with the IofC friends in Vancouver, where I spent 
four days before heading home to Regina.

Gwen McLean, Regina

Thank-you Web Master Volunteers!
After two-and-a-half years as web master for the English 
language IofC Canada site, Crystal Hartnell is handing over 
the role to Alessandro Anifowose from Calgary. He will assist 
Anne Hartnell in updating the site and adding news and 
photos.
Jasmin Desmarais has taken on  the web master role for the 
French language site and he will be working alongside 
Laurent Gagnon.
We are very grateful for the many volunteer hours put  in and 
the creative suggestions given to keep the web site updated 
and interesting. Thank-you.

Laurent Gagnon, Anne Hartnell

Initiatives of Change, Box 61079, Kensington RPO, Calgary, Alberta T2N 4S6
Tel: 403 270 0975 • Fax: 403 270 0999 • Email: iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 9 to August 15 - International Caux 
Conferences, Switzerland.  Trust and Integrity for a 
Sustainable World.  For information visit www.caux.ch 

First weekend in October - Bridges to a Common 
Future event, Calgary, Alberta.
For more information contact keith.newman@ca.iofc.org

Fall 2009 - Creators of Peace. Peace Circle, 
Richmond, B.C.

For further information contact annehartnell@ca.iofc.org 

A FINANCIAL NOTE
To enable the continued growth of  IofC initiatives, your 
generous financial support is needed. Especially at this time, 
some of those  volunteering their time at the Caux 
Conferences need assistance to cover their expenses and  
donations can be earmarked for the Caux Fund.  All donations 
are tax deductible and can be made online at www.ca.iofc.org 
or by mailing a cheque payable to Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer, Initiatives of Change – Canada
Box 61079, Kensington RPO

Calgary,  AB  T2N 4S6

AUTHORS NEEDED!
A variety of voices will keep this newsletter fresh and 
interesting to its readers. If  you would like to contribute by 
preparing a short write-up of an IofC event in your area, please 
speak to  your Regional Coordinator or the IofC team member 
organizing an event.   Thank-you!                Hilary Kariotis, Editor

ARTICLES FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER
The next newsletter will be published in October 2009. Please 
send news articles (max. 250 words) and details of  upcoming 
events for publication in the newsletter to the editor, Hilary 
Kariotis, at newsletter@ca.iofc.org. Photos are welcome too; 
hi-res jpg files are preferred, sent as an attachment.

Initiatives of Change
 Building trust across the world’s divides 

A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, 
religions and beliefs who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives. 

In Canada, Initiatives of Change is officially registered 
as a charitable organization under the name of 

Initiatives of Change Association (Canada). 
Contributions to its work are tax deductible.

For more information visit
www.ca.iofc.org  

Gwen with friends in Vancouver.  Back row: Lorne Braun, 
Justin Walford, Chris Hartnell, Klaus Pfuetzner, Eileen Campbell.

Front row: Hilary Kariotis, Gwen McLean, Jessie Sutherland
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