
The Canadian Project continues
Since the May gathering in Quebec City a number of teams 
are continuing to develop initiatives and plan  local events 
focused on the theme of the Canadian Project –  reaching out 
to the four solitudes and strengthening community and 
partnerships as they build trust and tackle local needs.
Some natural connections are developing in Quebec City and 
Montreal as Laurent Gagnon writes below.

Thanksgiving at Betsiamites
As a follow-up and in  the spirit  of the May Quebec City 
Gathering, 11 people from IofC and from Espace Art  Nature 
spent two days in the Innu community of Betsiamites, five 
hours north-east  of Quebec City. The key reason for this 
expedition was to  give another presentation of a film 

produced in 1987  by Espace Art  Nature with young 
Montagnais, Quebecers and French who are now young 
adults and who still appreciate the fruits of it  in  terms of 
values, vision and commitment. We were hosted by Leopold 
Hervieux and his family who were part  of the ceremony on 
the Plains of Abraham on May 24.
I took the opportunity to seek the opinion of some leaders of 
the community  on the idea of organizing forums in the 
coming months related to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission on residential schools. They responded 
positively. Finally, I must  mention  the joy  of seeing there two 
men whom I had studied with in the sixties.

Laurent Gagnon, Montreal, Que.
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Canadian Consultation recommends priorities for 2009
Over the weekend of September 24-26, participants from across Canada gathered at a retreat  centre situated in gently rolling 
countryside outside Toronto. Over meals, walks and small group discussions, participants got to  know each other, had honest 
dialogue and engaged at  a deep level as they  searched for the best  way for IofC to  go forward over the next years. Differences 
arose over concepts and process; we worked hard to understand how to transition well from  one generation  to  another; and 
people left greatly encouraged at the passion and engagement of the under 40s.

The three main issues being addressed were:—
Strategic Planning—Generations—Role of the 
Canadian Coordinator
A report put  together by Richard Weeks and Stefan 
Zulauf gives details of the consultation.
Three organizational priorities were identified – 
Finance, Youth, and Communications. The main 
theme of Peace and Reconciliation was felt by many 
to embody well what  IofC has focused on through 
various initiatives and was later  adopted by the 
Council as the underlying theme for 2009.
Following the consultation the Council of 
Management  met. On the recommendation of the 
consultation delegates, they approved the creation  of 
an  Executive Director position for IofC-Canada. 
There was recognition that  with Anne Hartnell 

stepping down as the Canadian Coordinator September 30, the timing was right to redesign and retitle the position which had 
outgrown its original mandate over the last  few years.The new Executive Director will be responsible for strategic and tactical 
planning, as well as overseeing the administration, communications, finances, fundraising and human resources functions.
A national search will begin in November 2008 for a bilingual candidate who  models IofC values, has outstanding 
communication and interpersonal skills, and can provide focus and leadership to strengthen IofC-Canada. The objective is to 
have the selection process completed by mid to late January 2009.
Alex Ramirez has stepped down as Youth  Coordinator having completed his three-year commitment  to the role. The Council, 
on the recommendation of the consultation, has appointed a Youth Steering Committee and one of  their first tasks will be to 
assist in defining the role and selecting a suitable candidate to serve as Canadian Youth Coordinator.
During this period of transition, please contact  Sonja Bergen, Office Administrator, for questions about administrative matters, 
and Bill Parker, Treasurer, with any financial questions, both in the Calgary Operations Centre.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

Participants at the Canadian Consultation



Caux Conferences 2008 

Addressing  the Root Causes of Human 
Insecurity was the theme for this 
s u m m e r ’s c o n f e r e n c e a t t h e 
International IofC Centre in Caux, 
Switzerland. Canadians took part in 
various aspects of Caux life –  as 
conference participants or organizers, 
attending International Association 
meetings, giving practical support in 
the secretariat, allocating rooms, 
heading up shifts in the kitchen and 
mentoring future head cooks.

Prelude for True Peace 
Keltoum  Boumedjane, a 26  year old 
student originally from Algeria living 
between Paris and  Montreal, is doing 
her Master’s degree in sociology in 
Montreal and research  for the Islam, 
Pluralism  and Globalilzation Chair at 
the University of Montreal.  She was an 
intern in Caux joining the preparation 
team for the session Developing 
Cultural Dialogue; Learning to Live 
Together with Difference. She writes of 
her experience:
I primarily worked at  the technical 
aspects of the conference, but took part 
in the presentation  of the film The 
Imam & the Pastor and led a dialogue 
group. This enriched my view on 
intercultural and interfaith  dialogue 
since I am  doing research on  the 
challenges of multifaith  dialogue in 
Montreal.
My time in Caux went beyond a simple 
professional experience; it  was the fruit 
of a personal journey within the heart 
of diversity. I  became aware that  my 
preconceived notions had been 
blocking my thinking. Getting rid of 
these blocks helped me to become 
better equipped to  build bridges of 
d i a l o g u e , a n c h o r e d o n s t r o n g 
foundations of inner change, as I let  go 
my ego and reached out  towards others. 
The experience of diversity, the inner 
j ou rney f i l l ed w i th i n t e r and 
intrapersonal challenges, is for me a 
necessary prelude for true peace!

Keltoum Boumedjane, Montreal, Que.

Global Indigenous Dialogue

A Global Indigenous Dialogue (GID) 
took place at  the IofC Caux Centre 
during the Tools for Change conference 
(July 25–August  1) which offered skill-
building courses in  areas such as peace-

building, conflict  prevention, commun-
ications, and team-building.
The conference discussed two formal 
apologies offered by the governments 
of Australia and Canada. Participants 
viewed a DVD of the Australian Prime 
Minister’s apology to the Aboriginal 
people. Mark Bin Bakar, a leading 
advocate for indigenous people in 
Australia described it  as a good start 
for “a great  journey together, to  heal 
our nation, and to bring justice for all, 
in  respect  for diversity.” Lewis 
Cardinal, of the Wood Cree Nation 
(Alberta), Chair of GID and a Co-chair 
of the Aboriginal Commission  on 
Human Rights, also focused attention 
on the Canadian Parliament’s recent 
apology  to the indigenous people for 
their painful experiences in the 
residential schools they  were forced to 
attend. The GID put  up two teepees on 
the lawn in front  of the conference 
centre, which were used to educate the 
participants on the culture and 
traditions of some of Canada’s 
indigenous people.

Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

32 years of faithful 
links with Australians

In 1976, Ron Lawler was a young 
Australian  traveling with the MRA 
musical revue called Song of Asia. 
They were invited to Canada by the 
chiefs of Treaty Seven in Southern 
Alberta as an initiative of Arnold 
Crowchild of the Tsuu T’ina Nation. 
For four and a half months they 
traveled across Canada, basing on the 
Tsuu T’ina Nation, and in homes in and 
around Calgary while in the west. The 
Song of Asia  group also spent several 
meaningful weeks in Ontario and 
Quebec.
It was this time in Canada which Ron 
now says confirmed the conviction  that 
had  been growing in him  to give his life 
to work with  Aboriginal people in 
Australia.

Calgary September 26-29
Thirty-two years later, Ron Lawler 
came back with his wife Cynthia to 
meet old friends and to make new ones. 
Ron is now a government officer with 
one of the largest  government agencies 
in Child Protection, with a particular 
focus on Aboriginal children. A special 
interest  of his was to  find out  how other 

indigenous peoples deal with “out  of 
home care” – the placement  of children 
removed from their  families for child 
protection.
Among the ten people he and Cynthia 
saw in their two and a half days in the 
area was Lee Crowchild who Ron had 
last  seen in Australia a few years ago. 
A long lunch stretched out as Lee and 
his partner, Diane, spoke at  length of 
the challenges facing Tsuu T’ina, and 
the two couples compared similarities. 
Earlier, at  the Morley Stoney Nakoda 
Reserve, Ron talked briefly with 
Wilfred Fox, an  elder and a very 
concerned person who is looking for 
ways to give his young people a vision 
of what Stoney Nakoda people can do 
and their role in society.
Ron and Cynthia are both deeply 
involved in IofC in Australia, Ron 
being a member of the Australian 
board. Ron says how much his training 
in IofC has helped him in the work he 
is doing and also in the healing and 
reconciliation he has been involved in 
with the National Day  of Healing and 
Reconciliation.

Keith Newman, Calgary, Alta.

Edmonton September 29-Oct 1
Ron and Cynthia Lawler began  their 
visit  to Edmonton in the offices of the 
Native Counselling Services of Alberta 
where they met  those responsible for 
child welfare services. Ron also met 
with the directors of Métis Child and 
Family Welfare Services and The 
Creating Hope Society. While sharing 
their stories they found they  had much 
in common. When asked how he got 
involved in building relationships with 
Aboriginal people in Australia, Ron 
shared that  his reconciliation with his 
brother helped to open his heart  and 
mind to a sense of calling to take on 
that challenge.
Sunil and Yi Yi Datar hosted a potluck 
dinner gathering with friends and 
family members visiting from India. 

Ron & Cynthia Lawler with Lee Crowchild



Ron Lawler had met Yi Yi’s parents last 
year when they happened to be at the 
IofC centre in  Panchgani, India at the 
same time.
Other highlights of the Lawlers’ time in 
Edmonton were meetings with  Maggie 
Hodgson, who they had first met  at  an 
IofC conference in Australia, and Will 
Campbell the aboriginal elder who took 
part in  the Global Indigenous Dialogue 
at  Caux two years ago. In a brief visit 
to the office of the National Day of 
Healing and Reconciliation, they met 
the newly appointed national campaign 
manager, Marcia Halfe. Their last 
af ternoon was spent  with Rod 
Burnstick  and Anne Choney, long time 
IofC associate. Ron  had met Ed 
Burnstick, Rod’s father, when he was 
here 32 years ago.

Jack Freebury, Edmonton, Alta.

Montreal October 10

The day the Lawlers spent  in Montreal 
helped to renew old acquaintanceships 
i n t h e n e a r b y c o m m u n i t y o f 
Kahnawake, and gave us the oppor-
tunity to discuss ways of getting 
involved in the new Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.

Lise Gagnon, Montreal, Que.

Canadian Travelers

Visiting Phnom Penh, Cambodia

This past August, during my travels in 
South East  Asia, I was fortunate to 
meet the IofC team active in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia. Bun Kheng and Bun 
Boroith graciously showed me, my 
brother, David, and our friend around 
this former colonial city. We got a crash 
course about  Phnom Penh’s history, 
culture and pressing issues within the 
city. Over dinner, the local projects 
were also described. These include 
food and book distributions, summer 
youth  camps, and a Vietnamese/
Cambodian dialogue. We later toured 
the comfortable and functional IofC 
office in Phnom Penh, fully equipped 
with a guest  bedroom, conference room 
and rooftop patio. It  was truly inspiring 
to see how motivated, committed and 
passionate these two  young men  were 
about the work they were doing on 
behalf of IofC. Their generous 
hospitality was greatly appreciated by 
three backpackers who were eager to 

meet them and learn more about  their 
amazing work.

Erica Parker, Calgary, Alta.

Also in Asia, Nejla  Azima and Peter 
Heyes are busy at the Action for Life 
(AfL) leadership development program 
– Nejla as a participant from  Toronto 
and  Peter as a resource person. Here 
are their first impressions.

At AfL, Asia Plateau, India

This first  week has been a breath of 
fresh air – and quite literally too! With 
Asia Plateau’s rich greenery and 
wilderness the scenery alone is worth 
the trip already!
But most  of all I feel at home among 
all these wonderful people I have 
begun this unique and amazing journey 
with – perhaps because as one by one I 
learn about each new friend’s story I 
find how similar we all really are.

Nejla Azima, Toronto, Ont.

The fourth  Action for Life program 
started with  most  of us staggering out 
of bed at 4.30 a.m. on October 1st  for a 
silent  walk onto the plateau to watch 
the sunrise. This time of quiet 
reflection was very moving.
We start our day under the quiet  time 
tree at 7 a.m. with an hour of reflection 
and sharing and then we go into a day 
of meetings, workshops, family group 
meetings and meals. It’s hectic but  I 
think we are all having a great time and 
we all believe we are in  the right place 
at  the right  time. Most evenings we 
listen to the life stories of people in 
AfL. The stories are always interesting 
and often very moving. On Sunday 
evening we gathered to welcome the 
latest participant  from Uganda and it’s 
great to see everyone relaxed and 
having fun together. Tomorrow is a day 

of quiet  – a time for reflection  and to 
recharge our batteries.

Peter Heyes, Edmonton, Alta.

Communications Work 
Around the Americas

Since February 2008  I have been 
traveling around the Americas as part 
of my work with the IofC International 
Webteam and their global commun-
ications work. I have traveled to  nine 
countries in  South America and have 
been  through another five countries in 
Central America, including three cities 
in Mexico. The opportunity for me to 
learn Spanish has been fantastic. In 
March I was fortunate enough  to  attend 
the Meeting of the Americas conference 
at the IofC centre in Petropolis, Brazil.
This journey is ongoing. I am now as 
far north  as Central Canada, visiting all 
of the active IofC teams from Quebec 
City in the north to Richmond, Virgina 
in the south. The annual consultation in 
Toronto has been very  insightful. In 
November I return southward a little to 
Los Angeles and then up the west  coast 
back  toward Vancouver, Calgary and 
Edmonton where I am more at home. 
A final report will be written in early 
2009 when this eleven-month journey 
is officially complete.
The purpose of this trip has been to 
discuss communication needs with all 
the local teams of Initiatives of Change 
and to determine what  is possible for 
the future. Also  to tell them about what 
is going on in the global context of the 
IofC network. This kind of networking 
will hopefully begin to bring about 
joint initiatives between teams.
What  I have seen as possible for the 
future is an international youth 
conference. In 2009, I will return  to 
Latin America and work  on  that  idea. 
Conferences are a great  way to start  up 
youth social networks. Collaborating 
with young people is a proven long-
term approach to  succession  planning 
as well. Many of the ingredients 
needed for an international gathering 
are already present in  Latin America 
through IofC, Gente Que Avanza, and 
other NGOs. 
If you are interested in   my  final  
report or want to become involved in 
the  youth conference idea for next 
y e a r , p l e a s e w r i t e t o m e a t 
john.freebury@iofc.org .

John Freebury, Edmonton, Alta.

Bun Boroith, Bun Kheng and Erica Parker 
outside the IofC office in Phnon Penh.

mailto:john.freebury@iofc.org
mailto:john.freebury@iofc.org


High School Conference
On October 10, for the second straight year, The Imam &  the 
Pastor film was shown in Edmonton to students attending the 
annual high school conference sponsored by The Mahatma 
Gandhi Canadian Foundation. The 150 students gave the film 
their full attention and appreciated both its points of humour and 
deeper message. There was a short discussion period at the end 
and some insightful responses were given to the question “what 
was it that struck you most about the film?”

Jack Freebury, Edmonton, Alta.

IofC Club
The IofC Club at the University of Calgary met in September at 
the beginning of the university year.  Nicole Laville is the newly 
elected club President. She says that the club members are 
planning to collaborate with a few organizations on and off 
campus to focus on some specific activities in the city dealing 
with new immigrants and families as they adjust to life in 
Canada. Plans will become clearer at the upcoming meeting later 
in October.                                          Anne Hartnell, Surrey, B.C.

International Communications Forum
Bill Porter, founder and first president of the International 
Communications Forum (ICF), will address meetings arranged 
by the Muslim communities in Ottawa and Toronto in mid-
October, and will meet with journalists in both cities. At the 
annual dinner of Human Concern International (HCI),  an 
Ottawa-based development organization, he will speak on 
“Partnering for Peace and Prosperity.” While before the Media 
Club, his topic will be “The Responsibility of Media for Global 
Society.”
HCI, the main host organization, is handling the expenses for the 
visit. However, costs have been higher than expected due to 
special travel arrangements necessitated by Mr. Porter’s medical 
condition, and additional funds are needed.
If you would like to have a part in supporting this worthwhile 
initiative,  please make your cheque payable to Initiatives of 
Change and mark it for ICF (International Communications 
Forum). This is an excellent opportunity to promote the goals of 
the ICF in Canada as well as building bridges with the Muslim 
Community. 
For further information, please contact Henry Heald, ICF’s 
Canada Representative, through the IofC Ottawa office: 
iofc.ottawa@ca.iofc.org

Richard Weeks, Ottawa, Ont.

IofC-Canada Website 
The International Webteam has been working hard over the past 
months on upgrading the IofC website.
Please check out the Canadian site at www.ca.iofc.org and give 
us feedback on what is there and what perhaps should be there. 
We would value your ideas on creative ways to report news and 
tell about people’s experiences and initiatives.
Send your comments and ideas to:

Laurent Gagnon l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org 
for the French language site

Anne Hartnell annehartnell@ca.iofc.org 
for the English language site.

The 2008 Quebec Gathering on DVD
Drew Webster from Montreal has produced a 32-minute DVD of 
the May Quebec City Gathering which is available for a cost of 
$10 (including postage), payable by cheque to IofC or cash.     
To order, please contact Laurent Gagnon by email at 
l.gagnon@ca.iofc.org or by phone: 514-364-9808.
195 ave Gérald, LaSalle QC H8P 2A2.

Please order by November 10.

Finance
In this month of Thanksgiving we are grateful for all the support 
given over these past months to the projects and initiatives and 
for the people who help run them. IofC-Canada is launching out 
into new challenges, as you will see in the report from the 
Consultation. The country is looking for examples of answers to 
divisions, racism, and corruption.
We need to expand the team of people able to move out to help 
in different situations and we ask that you please give 
generously to enable new initiatives to flourish and new growth 
in people to develop.
Thank you, on behalf of the Council of Management.

Bill Parker, Treasurer
Donations are tax deductible and can be made online at 

www.ca.iofc.org or by mailing a cheque payable to 
Initiatives of Change to:

The Treasurer, Initiatives of Change – Canada
Box 61079, Kensington RPO

Calgary, AB  T2N 4S6

Initiatives of Change, Box 61079, Kensington RPO, Calgary, Alberta T2N 4S6
Tel: 403 270 0975 • Fax: 403 270 0999 • Email: iofc.calgary@ca.iofc.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, October 25, 10 a.m.  The Imam  & the Pastor 
film will be part  of the Agassiz Film  Festival organized 
by Agassiz United Church. IofC Fieldworker, Chris 
Hartnell, has been invited to introduce the film.
Saturday, November 1, 6 p.m. IofC Fundraising Dinner. 
Strength in Diversity – Celebrating our Partnerships. 
Richmond, B.C.   Contact: Anne Hartnell 
annehartnell@ca.iofc.org, 604 575 2685
Friday, November 7, in Montreal. An evening to thank 
Adalbert Otou-Nguini, former Canadian IofC co-chair 
and Montreal chair, as he returns to Cameroon.

Initiatives of Change

 Building trust across the world’s divides 
A global network open to people of all nationalities, cultures, religions 
and beliefs who work toward change locally and globally, starting with 

change in their own lives. 

The network has been active on every continent for over 60 years.

For more information visit
 www.ca.iofc.org
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