
 Canadian Initiatives 

Spring 2013  
  

 

 

 

A new chapter for Canadian newsletter 

 

The winds of change are blowing again, and with 

this edition of the Canadian newsletter (now 

renamed Canadian Initiatives), we are beginning a 

new chapter in the long history of one of I of C 

Canada's key communication tools. It is my 

privilege to take over the editor's role from Hilary 

Kariotis who has done a superb job for the last 

seven years. 

 

We are also experimenting with new technology, 

Mailchimp, a web-based e-mail programme that 

will deliver this edition of 'Canadian Initiatives' to 

your inbox free of cost to I of C. This is the paper 

edition for those of you who prefer it this way. 

 

To introduce myself briefly, I am Susan Korah, a 

longtime member of I of C, a professional writer 

and journalist, who in the course of my long career 

has worked as writer and editor of the IofC 

International website. 

 

I would greatly appreciate your support, especially 

during this time of transition. 

 

 I also invite you to send me your news and 

updates about your activities in various parts of the 

country. You can contact me by e-mail at 

suan.korah@sympatico.ca or make a Skype 

(susan.korah 2) appointment to discuss ideas. 

Let's make this our newsletter, a tool of 

communication and record that we can all be proud 

of! 

 

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

Calgary to host AGM 2013 

 

Members of the Calgary team look forward to 

welcoming attendees at this year’s AGM of 

Initiatives of Change Association Canada. The 

meeting is on Saturday April 6 from 2:00 to 

5:00 pm at the Best Western Village Park Inn, 

1804 Crowchild Trail NW, Calgary. 

 

 

A one-day consultation on Friday, April 5 will 

give members an opportunity to discuss the 

future of I of C. 

 

In addition to the usual business conducted at 

every AGM including the election of Council 

members, there will be an important additional 

agenda item this year. 

 

Canada’s new Not-for-Profit Corporations Act 

will involve a thorough revision of our by-laws. 

The transition itself and the revised by-laws will 

require approval by a two thirds majority of 

members at the 2014 AGM.  

 

As part of this process, I of C Canada will go 

ahead with long awaited changes to the 

association’s statement of purpose, so that in 

accordance with legal advice, these will be 

implemented in conjunction with the transition 

required by the new federal legislation. 

 

A Saturday evening dinner is being planned at 

a cost of $30 per person payable at the door by 

cash or cheque. A highlight of this event will be 

a unique introduction to how IofC has affected 

the lives of ordinary people. 
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We’re on the Web! 

See us at: Web site address 

Circle of trust bridges four solitudes in Quebec 

 

 

Quebec City-March 3, 2013--A moving testimony on forgiveness and reconciliation from Francine Lemay, 

sister of Corporal Marcel Lemay of the Sȗreté du Quebec, killed during the 1990 Oka crisis, was one of 

the most powerful moments at the Citizen Project Forum organized by Initiatives of Change and Espace 

Art Nature. 

 

“Even when the barricades were dismantled after 78 days of crisis”, she said, “There remained the 

barricades erected in people’s hearts. I thank God for his work of forgiveness in me: my barricades 

have been dismantled forever.” 

 

She was addressing an audience of 207 people, representing 8 First Nations and 18 immigrant nations, 

gathering ‘in the spirit of truth and reconciliation’ in a day-long Circle of Trust at Laval University. 

Lemay told how before the Oka crisis she had known almost nothing about aboriginal people and that 

words such as ‘indigenous’ and  ‘First Nations’ were not in her vocabulary. “The tragic events of July 

11, 1990 only reinforced my preconceived ideas”, she added, referring to the death of her younger 

brother Marcel, killed when the tactical squad of the Sûreté was called in to dismantle the barricades. 

He left a pregnant wife and a two-year-old daughter. It is not known who was responsible. 

 

“As a good Christian,” continued Lemay, “I stifled the negative thoughts that assailed me, in order to 

forgive. But my forgiveness was only intellectual.” 

 

It was not until fourteen years later that a book and an encounter with Mohawks from Kanehsatake 

deepened her knowledge and understanding. Through the book, At the Wood’s Edge, she learned of a 

third view of Canadian history, neither French nor English. It gave her the “information” she considers 

essential to being able to move on to the next steps in reconciliation - “revelation, conviction and 

reparation”. 

 

Standing by Lemay, in support as she shared her story with undisguised emotion, was Algonquin 

hereditary chief and residential school survivor Dominique Rankin, who followed with his own moving 

story. Removed from his family at an early age with five siblings, he suffered abuse and trauma. At the 

end of a long and difficult journey he had come to see the abuser not as ‘white’ or ‘a priest’ or ‘the 

Church’ but as one sick individual. He regretted and had apologized for judgements he made in this 

regard. 

 

Following these testimonies and two evocative and powerful presentations staged by Espace Art Nature, 

partners with IofC in the Citizen Project, the day concluded with the division of the participants into 

groups for reflection and sharing. 

 

Richard Weeks, Ottawa 
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War and peace: Iman draws strength from Canadian experience 

 

  

My life has changed dramatically since the days when I worked as an IofC volunteer in Toronto. 

I am now in Damascus, Syria, my native country surrounded by division, violence, hatred, 

retaliation and war. Witnessing fighting under different names and in different ways but the 

victims are always people and the country.  

 

How can I apply the knowledge I'd gained in Canada and in my earlier, more peaceful life? 

 

How to call for peace while everyone is screaming, cursing and killing?  I have no doubt in my 

mind where I stand.  I am on the side of peace, dialogue, bridge building, wisdom, and listening 

to each one’s needs, then meeting these needs. But let me backtrack a little. 

 

September 11, 2011 changed my life. It created in me the determination to build bridges 

between the East and West 

 

Becoming an Arabic tutor to foreigners was the first step to share not only the language but also 

our fears, anger, and hopes. Then I moved to Canada and realized that Canada was the best 

place not only to live in but also to build bridges. Canada has already created the conditions for 

peace by establishing laws to protect every individual's rights regardless of religion, culture or 

background.  

 

For me, it was home, a little world and source of knowledge.   

   

In Canada I learned new skills and gained new understanding. With the help and guidance of 

friends and IofC members I was able to share my passion through programs such as the film 

The Imam and the Pastor .I was also involved in other activities such as helping some Muslim 

families dealing with intergenerational conflict in a new culture. 

 

I left Canada and returned to my native land Syria a few years later. 

 

Since arriving in Damascus I have been sharing IofC with my people.  Sharing IofC 

teachings  is  a call to look deeply into our own  values and see the goodness in everyone. Right 

now there is a crying need for this, here in Syria. We are sinking and collapsing. Nothing is 

worse than seeing my country collapsing, my people killing each other. It is heartbreaking.  

  

 But in the middle of all this pain, I have never been alone. Being encouraged by IofC friends 

from all over the world including Canada has been uplifting.(continued on page 4) 



 Canadian Initiatives 

Spring 2013  
 

Sometimes I feel like an exhausted woman who can't stand up, can’t walk because I reflect my 

country's situation. Being supported and supporting my people around me have been like a stick 

I am leaning on. 

 

In Damascus I have led two peace circle programs. Even though some women had different 

opinions these meetings allowed them all to be humans together, to leave their prejudice aside 

and talk about what is right 

 

I have been trying to start the third one but the situation is getting worse. I am ready to meet 

them but can't risk their safety. The streets are dangerous. Kidnapping, killing and 

destruction...Yet, doing this work is my other chance for sharing with my students who are 

amazingly open and thirsty for this kind of conversations. 

 

 Besides that, there is a youth group that I meet with once a month. We are nine people from 

different denominations ,we never ask each other what our denomination is  because our goal is 

to  love Syria and Syria is loved when its people love one another.  

 

There are ways to build peace as there are ways to destroy it. It depends on our choice and our 

conviction. I believe that at this sensitive time we need to listen to one another with respect, 

understanding each other’s pain and we need to honest about our opinions, motivations and 

realities. My strength comes from God, friends, prayers and support and stories about people 

who have gone through the same situation and were able to overcome it.    

 

Iman Al Ghafari reporting from Damascus, Syria 
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