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IofC Canada accompanies South 

Sudanese on journey of 

reconciliation 

 

My wife and I first met George Justin Achor, a 

refugee from South Sudan when he was 

working as a security guard at our local bank in 

Ottawa. 

 

When Lt. General (retired) Joseph Lagu, leader of the first Anya-nya liberation 

movement, visited Ottawa in 1996, George gathered 45 members of the Southern Sudan 

community for a meeting at the IofC office in Ottawa. 

 

This was the beginning of a long association that continues till today. 

Together, we set up the Sudan Civil Society Peacebuilding Initiative and over several 

years arranged for small delegations of Sudanese from within the country and from the 

diaspora to attend Agenda for Reconciliation conferences at Caux.  

 

At one such gathering George Justin was asked to return to work with the Government 

of Southern Sudan. Currently he helps to run a charity for wounded ex- combatants 

under the patronage of South Sudan’s First Lady and is Executive Secretary of the newly 

formed Initiatives of Change South Sudan. 

 

I arrived in Juba, South Sudan on May 8 for a ten day visit in support of IofC’s 

participation in the journey of national healing and reconciliation and to assist colleagues 

in their follow up and evaluation. I found a dedicated local and international team hard at 

work in the sweltering heat, keeping the vision alive despite challenges that tested faith, 

ingenuity and stamina. They had succeeded in bringing together people of faith and 

moral courage to embrace the process as their own. 

 

The training of 200 peace mobilizers planned and organized in collaboration with the 

Peace and Reconciliation Commission was already underway when the peace process 

was temporarily suspended, but was able to proceed despite initial roadblocks.  

 

This was conducted by an international IofC Workshop for Africa team, assisted by eight 

trained South Sudanese facilitators, among them Miyar De’Nyok, part of the South 

Sudan community in Calgary who had taken part in the IofC trust-building workshops run 

by Janyce Konkin in Alberta. 

 

The work being done with diaspora communities in countries such as Canada is 

seen as an integral and crucial element in the process. 

 

By the time I arrived in Juba, the training had concluded but I was able to meet  a 

number of participants who came to follow-up sessions at the IofC centre 

  

On my way home from Juba, I stopped for a few days in Kigali, Rwanda to visit IofC 

friends. The transformation in the city over a period of 11 years was impressive.  

My wish for the people of South Sudan is that they too would experience such progress 

in the coming decade – not just materially, but also in healing the wounds of the past. 

For a more complete report, please refer to the accounts on the IofC website: 

www.iofc.org.  

Richard Weeks, Ottawa 

 

Editor’s message   

 
Dear readers, 

 

Fireworks hurling starbursts of dazzling 

colour against the night sky, concerts on 

Parliament Hill, and sharing cake with 

fellow-Canadians in the light-and flower-

filled dining room at Caux...these are 

some of my favourite Canada Day 

memories. 

 

As we celebrate Canada’s 146
th

 

birthday this year, let us reflect on IofC 

Canada’s many opportunities for 

trustbuilding and peacemaking. 

 

Indeed, as I was gathering and editing 

stories for this edition of ‘Canadian 

Initiatives’, I noticed something of an 

emerging theme. That is the power of 

the work we do with diaspora 

communities from across the world, 

particularly the world’s trouble spots. 

 

Stories submitted by Richard Weeks 

and Janyce Konkin bear this out 

forcefully. As both articles illustrate, 

people who have sought refuge in 

Canada from war and trauma in their 

native countries often successfully 

carve out new, peaceful and prosperous 

lives for themselves.   

 

Canada gives them the space to step 

back, and look at conflict from a new 

perspective.  Sometimes this causes 

significant change within individuals.  

 

This is where IofC Canada can help 

build peace, one step at a time, two 

individuals at a time, reaching out and 

shaking hands across their personal 

divides. 

Have a wonderful summer, and Happy 

Canada Day! 

Susan Korah 

Editor 

 

http://www.iofc.org/


 

 

 

  

Meet our newly elected Council  
 

. 

Calgary, April 6.--With the election of Richard Weeks 

(Chair), Augustino Lucarno (Vice Chair)  Elizabeth 

Slanke,(Secretary) Bill Parker (Treasurer) and Richard 

Batsinduka at the AGM, IofC Canada has a five-member 

Council of Management to guide its affairs for the next  

year. 

Here are brief ‘thumbnail’ bios of the five. 

 

Richard Weeks (right), is a veteran of IofC Canada 

having worked with it since 1972. Among his many 

achievements, he has helped to introduce IofC’s 

approach to the reconciliation process in Rwanda and 

has participated in the initiative for national reconciliation in South Sudan. A resident of Ottawa, he has shared his IofC journey with his 

wife Rosalind. 

Augustino Lucarno (second from right), originally from South Sudan, has lived in Canada -- where he sought refuge from the civil 

war in his country--since 1990.Co-founder of the Southern Sudanese Children’s Literacy Foundation, he serves currently on its board of 

directors. In 2011 he attended an IofC trustbuilding workshop with Janyce Konkin in Calgary, and has been involved with IofC ever 

since. 

Elizabeth Slanke(second from left), a Latvian by birth first encountered IofC in Caux in 1999 while she was 

working for Transparency International, the Global anti-corruption organization. Marriage to Ron Meetoos, a 

Cree/Neihawae from Thunderchild, Saskatchewan brought Elizabeth to Canada.  A resident of Montreal, she is 

deeply involved in relationship building with Aboriginal communities. 

Bill Parker (left), has been actively involved in IofC Canada since 2004 when he was first elected to the 

Council of Management. A third-generation IofC member, Bill has inherited and embraced its values since his 

childhood in Saskatchewan where  his grandmother Lillian McLean and aunt Gwen McLean were dynamos of 

IofC  activity.  

Richard Batsinduka (photo on right), hails from Rwanda where he had the harrowing experience of having 

his elder brother murdered during the genocide in that country. A personal experience of meeting and forgiving 
the murderer, then sharing that pivotal incident in Caux in 2001 changed his life. Today he lives in Ottawa, 
where he works as a conflict resolution advisor with the federal government of Canada and in his spare time supports the Rwandan 
community in Ottawa.

 

IofC Canada needs to expand role in Asia says Canadian delegate to APRG  

 
Depok, Indonesia, May 9--All is not quiet on the Eastern front. In fact, Peter Heyes, IofC Canada’s representative at the Asia Pacific 

Regional Group (APRG) biennial meeting in Depok, (about 21 kms south of Jakarta), came away with the distinct impression that the 

Asia-Pacific region could well be the hub of the future. 

 

Peter, who is now an honorary member of APRG, strongly recommends greater 

IofC Canada involvement in Asia-Pacific and also with our own immigrants from 

those countries. 

 

“In my mind Canada is already an Asian nation with a huge population of people 

from that part of the world,” Peter said in an e-mail interview from Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia where ‘Canadian Initiatives’ caught up with him after the APRG 

meeting. 

 

“The West coast is very close to Asia and I presume there’s a lot of trade in that 

direction,” he wrote. 

 

“Within the IofC network we’ve always had a reasonably strong connection with India but not with other parts of Asia or even 

Australasia for that matter,” he continued. “If the next century is going to be Asia’s then Canada needs to start looking in that direction. 

The Chinese in particular have bitter memories of the tax that was placed on them when entering Canada to work.” 

 



 

Peter observed that there are many people in Canada from Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia who came to Canada because of violence in 

their own countries.  

 

“All of these need healing,” he said.  “We have made a beginning with Janyce Konkin in Calgary who has met Cambodian friends and is 

invited regularly to their events. “We need more of this.” 

 

At the Depok meeting, Peter was one of two delegates from outside Asia. The other was Dr. Omnia Marzuk, President IofC 

International. Representatives of 11 Asian countries were also in attendance. 

 

Another Song of Asia? 

 

Out of one session came the idea for a musical which will start its life in Asia Plateau, Panchgani, India, and will be introduced to the 

delegates at the ‘Making Democracy Real’ conference in January 2014. An idea suggested for the name of the musical is ‘Where is the 

line?’ It will be similar to ‘Song of Asia’ and will be a medley of stories, songs and skits. 

 

A decision was made to include other nations in the region. “As always, I pushed for Canada to be included,” says Peter. “After all, we 

are a Pacific nation.” 

Based on a report by Peter Heyes, from Depok, Indonesia 

   

IofC partners with Ottawa U Centre for Global, 

Community Engagement 

 
Ottawa, April 24-- Ashley Chartrand is an engaging young lady. She is also engaged in 

IofC Canada’s archival work in Ottawa. 

 

This is because, mostly due to the efforts of Archivist Elaine Gordon, IofC Canada is now 

an established partner of the University of Ottawa’s Centre for Global and Community 

Engagement (CGCE).  And Ashley is one of two archival assistants placed to work at the 

Ottawa office through CGCE’s extra-curricular volunteering programme.  

 

Ashley is in her fourth year at the University of Ottawa, majoring in conflict studies and 

human rights. Her interest in Aboriginal relations in Canada has enhanced her work with 

IofC archives in the Ottawa office, where she is tracing the history of IofC Canada’s partnership with Aboriginal communities. 

 

“I was drawn to Initiatives of Change through their philosophy that change must begin from within,” she says. I think that when change 

starts with the individual, it is lasting and genuine. Volunteering with IofC has given me the opportunity to see how this message of 

transformation has promoted tolerance and acceptance. I am thankful for the chance to be involved in an organization that encourages 

individuals to become agents of change in society." 

Susan Korah, Ottawa 

 

Delegations from Quebec and Alberta to attend Caux Conferences 
 
Two delegations will be attending the first two conferences at the IofC Conference Centre in Caux, Switzerland—‘Just Governance ‘and 

‘Healing History’ from June 29 to July 7 2013. 

 

Participating from Alberta in these two conferences will be Dr. Maggie Hodgson, a member of the Carrier First Nation who has worked 

nationally and internationally for 44 years on Justice and Healing initiatives. She is a founder of the National Day of Healing and 

Reconciliation and Healing Our Spirit Worldwide.  

 

Marlene Orr is an Aboriginal business woman, mother and grandmother. She 

became passionate about the need for good governance when serious health 

problems caused by air and water pollution from the surrounding oil industry forced 

her to move away from her northern Alberta community. Marlene is currently 

Program Director of an Edmonton agency providing services for the poor and 

homeless. 

lso participating from Quebec, will be a delegation representing the Citizen Project, 

in operation until March 31 2013 and now continuing with permanent Circles of 

Trust. Mavis Etienne, is a Mohawk Elder in Kanehsatake (Oka), was a Negotiator 

during the Mohawk Crisis of 1990, and is now clinical supervisor at a Drug and 

Alcohol Treatment Centre. 



 

 

Francine Lemay is a professional translator and the sister of Corporal Marcel Lemay killed during the Oka crisis.  

 

 At the Citizen Project forum on March 2 in Quebec City she spoke of her forgiveness for the killing, and her apology as a Québécoise 

for the mistrust towards the Mohawk people. Daniel Lacasse, husband of Francine, a Métis working in medical journalism will be part of 

the delegation.Along with these three will be project manager Laurent Gagnon, co-initiator of the Citizen Project. 

 Jack Freebury, Edmonton and Laurent Gagnon, Montreal 

 

Alberta Projects Coordinator presents speech, film at Washington conference 
 

 Washington DC, June 6--Janyce Konkin, Regional Projects Coordinator for Alberta attended the Jonglei Peace Initiative (JPI) 

Conference from June 1-2, 2013.   

 

The purpose of the conference was to meet with potential donors and investors for the State of Jonglei in South Sudan. 

Jonglei State is at highest risk for renewed conflict if ways are not found to build infrastructure and economically develop the 

communities with plenty of job opportunities for the youth.  Members of the Jonglei diaspora, many of whom are now highly educated 

after making their homes in both Canada and the U.S., have a high commitment to help those who remain back home.  This conference 

was the second in as many years to meet with developers and potential donors to develop a comprehensive plan to move forward. It 

was attended not only by JPI representatives from across Canada and U.S., but also by potential investors, donors and government 

representatives from Jonglei State.  

 

“My role was twofold,” said Janyce. “I presented a speech entitled ‘The Role of Healing and Reconciliation in the Successful Economic 

Development in Jonglei State’ and I showed the video ‘An African Answer’ which the South Sudanese find resonates with their own 

situation. Both were very well received and much discussion followed the film viewing.”  

 

A copy of the video was presented to "Mama" Rachel Obal – Jonglei state Minister of Gender, 

Child and Social Welfare. A copy of the duo set of films and a trustbuilding workshop were 

also presented to North America JPI for their future use. “Indications are strong that NAJPI 

will be approaching donors to run more trustbuilding workshops for their members 

soon,”added Janyce. 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Caux Conferences : www.caux.iofc.org 
29 June–3 July: Just governance 

3–7 July: Healing history: 

7–11 July: Dialogue on land and security 

13–19 July: Trust and integrity in the global economy 

24–30 July: Children as actors for transforming society: 

1–6 August: Learning to live in a multicultural world 

7–12 August: Seeds of inspiration 

Initiatives of Change (IofC) is a worldwide movement of people of diverse cultures and backgrounds, who work toward change locally and 

globally, starting with change in their own lives.  

In Canada IofC is officially registered as a charitable organization under the name Initiatives of Change Association Canada. Donations are tax 

deductible. For more information and to donate online visit www.ca.iofc.org 

By mail send a cheque payable to: Initiatives of Change, The Treasurer, 402-331 Cooper St. Ottawa ON K2P 0G5 

‘Canadian Initiatives’ is published four times a year by Initiatives of Change Canada. To subscribe e-mail admin@ca.iofc.org 

To submit articles e-mail susan.korah@sympatico.ca 

For more information contact the national office or visit www.ca.iofc.org 

 Initiatives of Change Association (Canada) • Association Initiatives et Changement (Canada) 

Suite 402, 331, Cooper Street, Ottawa ON, K2P 0G5 • Tel: 613.230.7197 •  Email: info@ca.iofc.org 
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