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 In 1934 Walking Buffalo (Tatanga Mani) made Frank Buchman, the initiator of Moral Rearmament 
(MRA), now called Initiatives of Change (IofC), a Blood Brother of the Stoney Nakoda Nation, and 
gave him the name A-Wo-Zan-Zan-Tonga (Great Light Out of Darkness). 
 
 In 1958, Walking Buffalo attended Frank Buchman‟s 80th birthday on Mackinac Island in 
Michigan.  There Frank Buchman gave a challenge to Walking Buffalo and some of Chief David 
Crowchild‟s family from the Tsuu T‟ina Nation, to take their vision of „building unity between nations by 
change in the hearts of men‟ to the world.  

 
 Walking Buffalo later said, “It was at this conference that I put away all my bitterness, pride and 
fear and took up the work of my blood brother Frank Buchman.” 
 

In 1960 Tatanga Mani and members of the 
Stoney Nakoda Nation along with Tsuu T‟ina 

nation Chief 
David Crowchild 
and members of 
his family 
travelled 44,000 
miles visiting four 
continents.  The 
Crowchild name 
is now well 
known in the city 
of Calgary 

because of the late David Crowchild‟s sincere 
passion to build a good relationship between 
the Tsuu T‟ina Nation and the city.   
 

 
The historic opening 
and celebration of the 
permanent photo 

exhibition of Walking Buffalo‟s 1959-60 World Journey took place at the Buffalo Nations Museum in 
Banff on Friday, June 24, 2011.  MC of the event was Roy Louis, a Cree from Hobbema and Chair of 
„Buffalo Nations‟.  Close to 50 people came from throughout Alberta and British Columbia to 
participate in a pipe ceremony, to view photographs of the journey and to listen to stories from some 
of those who took part in the journey.   
 

Walking 
Buffalo‟s son, 
Bill McLean, 
now 91 years 
young himself, 
was 
accompanied 
by his grand-
daughter and a 

great grandson.  Elder McLean spoke of the need 
to find direction for life from the four standards of 
absolute honesty, absolute purity, absolute 

unselfishness, and absolute love, and of losing his 
bitterness toward his white roommate after an 

honest 
discussion and 
apology.   
 
The room mate, 
Jack Freebury, 
also spoke 
briefly of that 
honest 
conversation 

and what a turning point it was for him also as he 
recognized his indifference.   
   



A few weeks earlier a preview of the exhibition 
was on display in Kingston, Ontario, the 
hometown of the photo journalist, Bob Fleming.   
 
In her article in the Kingston Whig Standard of 

May 21, 2011, Kamille Parkinson says, “It is 
this 1960 journey that was documented by Bob 
Fleming, international photo journalist, who 
accompanied Chief Walking Buffalo on the 
four-month trip.  The purpose of the world tour 
was „to promote peace and understanding 
among First Nations peoples and between 
First Nations and all people,‟ and the 
photographs you will see at the exhibition are, 
quite simply, amazing.   
 
“The colour and black and white photographs 
were developed by Camera Kingston using 
Fleming‟s original negatives, but on a very 
large scale.  Were the images themselves not 
already imposing, the size of the prints would 
make them monumental.  And the quality of 

the original film 
negatives is 
such that there 
is a clarity and 
crispness to 
the prints that 
is hard to come 
by these days, 
even with very 
high resolution 
digital images.  
The colours, so 
I am told, are 
also true to the 
original 
photographs, faithfully reproduced from the film 
negatives.  As such, the images are patently of 
their time – there‟s just no mistaking that 
chromatic effect – though the images 
themselves seem to transcend their date of 
creation.” 
 

 



One of the gifts for the opening in Banff was the presence of John 
Hopcraft and his daughter Lynn. John was helping to care for Frank 
Buchman when Walking Buffalo was given his challenge, and he 
wrote a song for him.  Later, when a film was made of the World 
Journey, it was made the theme song for it.  At the opening 
celebrations, he and Lynn had everyone singing it.  Then they sang 
another of John‟s original songs inspired by Walking Buffalo‟s 
comments that he had gone to “Nature‟s University” and learned from 
the world around him.  Listening to the two songs one sensed 
emotion and tears flowing.  They provided a warm connection to the 
genuine spirit of the World Journey.   
 

     ‘Down Along the River’ 
          Chorus 
‘Trees along the river, 
Their branches open wide, 
Live in peace together, 
Growing side by side’.  

 

Tatanga Mani 
(Theme song for the World Journey) 

 
‘The buffalo’s a warrior, 
He glories in a fight. 
So warriors from ev’ry land stand up for what is right. 
He brings a ringing answer, 
A sense of human worth, 
Of brotherhood and purpose 
To the corners of God’s earth.’ 
 
Tatanga Mani leads the way, 
From the valley of the Bow, 
A man of fire and firm belief, 
This great Nakoda Indian Chief, Walking Buffalo, … 

 

Henry Holloway, only 17 at the time, was asked to accompany 
his great-grandfather, Walking Buffalo, on his World Journey.  
He retraced the tour for us from country to country.  His 
memories of the grand welcomes his great-grandfather 
received in every country, whether it was New Zealand, 
Australia, South Africa, Kenya, or Switzerland, impressed 
upon him as a young lad, the important work being done.  He 
stressed the importance of listening to Walking Buffalo 

throughout the journey and the power this Elder had to inspire those who heard his message 
of peace and unity in the world.  Henry ended by saying that the experience was a time of 
extremely important learning and education that has stayed with him through his life.   
 
"Canada is a nation of rivers," said Peter J. Poole, a board member of the Eleanor Luxton 
Historical Foundation, "and a river of nations."  Echoing lyrics of the earlier song (“Down 
Along the River” – see above) his words painted a picture of our communities strong like 
trees linking along the banks of the river.  He hoped that “we can bring to each of our 
watersheds some of the fire and firm belief that we have heard today; and that we can bring 
home some of the wisdom, the threads of peace that come down to us, and can pass on 
those threads of peace to our children.”   
 

Information on Initiatives of Change Canada can be found at 
www.ca.iofc.org 

or write to 
331 Cooper Street, Suite 402, Ottawa, ON  K2P 0G5 

http://www.ca.iofc.org/


Celebrating 50 years of a Trip For Peace   By Corrie DiManno  The Banff Crag & Canyon June 29, 2011 

 

"Hello, my friends."  

 

A man with a voice that matched his face — old, weathered, and calm — 

greeted the room full of attendees who waited with bated breath to hear what 

he had to say. A hush spread over the crowd who sat in chairs, on the floor, 

and who even leaned against glass cases for support. Only the creak of the 

wood underneath their feet made noise. This is the part of the ceremony 

everyone had been anticipating. Would we hear him speak? What would he 

have to share with us? "He sounds just like his dad," someone whispered from 

the back of the room. 

 

Former Morley chief Bill McLean, 91, has a habit of rubbing his knees with 

his tanned hands while addressing the audience. The conversation felt more 

like a quiet, after dinner chat — the kind where dishes are taken away, but 

soiled napkins and water glasses remain on the table — rather than the formal 

opening of a photo exhibit commemorating Chief Walking Buffalo's 1960 

World Tour.McLean began his speech with a story about how he was invited 

to go to a conference focused on peace in Mackinac Island, Mich., with his 

father, Chief Walking Buffalo, in 1958. His roommate was a young man from 

Edmonton by the name of Jack Freebury. 

 

"I saw my roommate and I had resentment — I don't know why," McLean 

said. "I didn't dare to speak to him."McLean was invited to sit at several 

different lunch tables, all various races and religions. He thought, 'What did I get myself into?' So the days of the 

conference passed, sharing noontime meals with strangers and avoiding his roommate, until one afternoon McLean heard 

an Englishman speak about the absolute standards of living, which includes absolute honesty, absolute purity, absolute 

unselfishness, and absolute love. 

 

"I was sitting there listening in the front row with my late father and I started to hear him talk. It was just like he was 

talking about my whole life and I started to feel very guilty. I thought he was telling all these people I was having lunch 

with what kind of a person I was," McLean said. "I couldn't hardly stand up, I felt very, very, guilty. And all of a sudden, a 

thought came to me — you can't deny anything, you can't hide anything from God, or the Great Spirit." 

He said he began to think about actions he'd made throughout his life, but mostly, his thoughts brought him to the image of 

the man he was sharing a room with at the conference. He immediately went back to his room and waited for Freebury to 

return. "As soon as he walked in, I said, 'Jack, I want to apologize to you, for hating you. I want you to forgive me for it.'" 

Freebury said he would and that he wanted McLean to forgive him, too."He said he never had an interest in Native people 

and he didn't understand the Native people. We were both honest with each other in that room and ever since that day, 

we've become best friends. We're just like brothers." 

 

The hush that once hung in the air broke with applause, even from Freebury, who put his digital camera aside to free his 

hands for clapping."I didn't know I was full of bitterness and hatred for the white people and I didn't know why." 

(McLean explained how he was six years old when he received his first strapping on the hand in school after he didn't know 

how to answer a question in English.) "Going to the conference was one of the best things that ever happened to me, 

because I began to find out who I was and I started to put a change in my life. From there on, everybody was my friend, 

regardless of race, colour, or creed. I was able to speak to anybody. 

 

Sponsored by International Moral Rearmament, the group of Stoney and Sarcee ambassadors spoke to indigenous tribes 

about the absolute standards and what life was like in the First Nations, all under the guidance of Chief Walking Buffalo. 

The exhibition inspired by the late chief's quote "I met a stranger and found my brother" opened at the Buffalo Nations 

Luxton Museum on Friday, June 24. The photographs taken by Bob Fleming document the chief and delegates throughout 

the trip: with dignitaries from the regions they visited, meeting children, and travelling through the dessert and beaches. 

The yellow rope was removed and McLean was one of the first guided over to the exhibit. Along with Henry Holloway, 

another man who went on the trip, they viewed a black and white photograph with younger versions of themselves forever 

frozen in time. 

 

"Look, there you are," Holloway said to McLean, pointing out a smiling boy from the image. 


